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« *Tis SATIRE gives the ſtrongeſt light to ſenſe, = 
* Jo thought compreſſion, vigour to the foul, _ — ES 
«© To language bounds, to fancy due controul, | 2 

„Jo Truth the ſplendor of her awful face, © 
To learning dignity, to virtue grace, | 
«© To conſcience ſtings beneath the cap or crown 5 

« To Vice that terror the will feel and own.” 

"2M : Purſuits of Literature. 
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"CHAP. I. 


Mar. CARTER having quieted his 


agitated nerves by a few hours“ en 


fas proceeded with his narrative : — — 


A week elapsed before an answer 


4100 from my friend Edward; x3 
opened it with avidity, never doubling 
from his affectionate heart, that I should 
find the contents equal, if not more 
consolatory than those I had . 
received. From a brief abstract, vou 


Will judge of the disappointment I expe- 


rienced to my high-raised expectations. 
„% % He . 


* i 
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„He commenced his letter by assu- 
rances of the grief he felt for my mis- 
fc rtunes, and his regret at being obliged 
to add. to their weight by his communi- 
cations: : he then proceeded to inform 
me, that Lord Burford's wound was in 
the riglit side, that the ball lodged in the 
back, from whence it had been extract- 
ed: the Faculty did not suppose any of 
the vital parts were hurt, therefore great 
hopes were entertained of his recovery; 
though his Lordship's partisans wished 
it to be believed that he remained in 
imminent danger, to enable them to 
E speak of me- with the more. asperity. 5 
My duel with Lord Burford had made 
a great NOISE, and created much bustle > 
in I world... of. fashion; it was taken 
up as a common cause among his . bro- 
ther Nobles, who most acrimoniously 
arraigned the insolent presumption of 
an upstart plebeian, daring to insist on 
a Peer of the Realm's meeting him upon 
equal terms; that the chronicles, of 


| ol" 
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the day teemed with abusive its” 
against me, tending to blacken wn cha- 
fracter. c g 
10 n Burford had publinhed"'s an 
account, drawn up with much art, of 
what he called my unprovoked attack 
upon his Lordship, sinking all the an- 
tecedent proy ocation, by which ma- 
nciture J appeared ah the aggressor. 
This memorial was signed by himself, 
and the hirelings who were present. It ö 
had in some degree poisoned the mind 
of the public against my cause, and 
occasioned me to be prejudged, which, 
Should his brother die, would in all Pro- 
bdbility oblige me to become for ever 
an alien to my country. W Ee 
Ile advised me, as an antidöte to 
this perversion of facts, to publish in my 
own vindication the whole cause of | 
| quarrel between Lord Burford and my” ; 
self; to enumerate all the calumnies TT 
had endured from his false accusations + 
at Outed; thewrongs: 1 had sustained in 
7 GE - OR —_— 


Br. 


£ ? 
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being obliged to relinquish my profes- 
sion, the insolent treatment and de— 


grading blow I received from him at 
Edinburgh; and to conclude by calling 
on the spirit of Englishmen to say if I 
was not exculpated for following this 


cowardly assassin, and compelling him 
to give me satisfaction. 

He then proceeded to regret that 
he must add to his disagreeable intelli- 


_ gence, that which was of a nature to 


affect me still more poignantly—he was 
sorry to say that no persons were more 


enraged against me than his parents, 


urged on by the exaggerated account 
of the affray, given by his brother 
Thomas, who was the intimate friend 
of Lord. Burford, and most ambitious of 


the honour of his alliance; as a chmax 
to my woes, Mr. Lurcher having se- 


duced the affections of Florentina's. 


maid, through whose assistance we had 
_ hitherto corresponded, she had betrayed 
our confidence to her paramour, who 


had | 
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had instantly flown to acquaint Sir 
Thomas and Lady Lurcher with the dis- 
covery he had made. #1 
e would not permit 1 to of- | 
fer a single word in my justiſication, 
with one voice denouncing me as a most 
wicked, abandoned, and depraved cha- 
racter—an artful, designing hypocrite, 
who was capable of the basest ingrati- 2 
tude to those friends, to whom his fa- 


mily and himself owed the means of _ 


existence; an inhospitable bosom trai- 
tor, who stole into the confidence of 

the father, to enrich himself by robbing 

him of the duty and affection oß his | 
daughter. | q 


8 Finally; that Lan ain a ber 


son Thomas had worked upon the pride, 


passions, and prejudices of the Baronet, 
till he had been induced to give them 
his promise to break off all intercourse | 
with my father, and to humble my 
sister by sending her back to Hartle- 
bur 5 though their i UVPFOPEr: indulgence © 
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Bad rendered her totally unfit to . 
à resident in the humble domains of her 
parents; and, lastly, to insist on Flo- 
rentina's accepting the hand of Lord 

Burford, should he recover of his wounds 


Liif not, to oblige her, on pain of their 


-everlasting displeasure, to renounce all 
thoughts of me for ever. 

2 My kind Edward did not recount ; 
this heart-rending intelligence in the 
abrupt manner 0 the retrospec- 
tion of the troubles that followed, com- 
pels me to do to you. By him it was 

told in the most conciliating, friendly, 


anckconsolatory manner; but he thought 
it necessary I should know the whole of 


e misfortunes Fate had in store for 
, "that I might be prepared for the 
i © poi and (guarded against the machi- 


nations of my enemies. | 
He concluded by assuring me his 


: . 4004 was unchanged—to his heart I 
Was dear as ever; that he would exert 


himself to comfort my parents, for the 
Thi? $ ul = ; unjust 


— 
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0 persecution and desertion of his 
family. He entreated me to exert all 


my fortitude to bear these a accumulate 


evils, with the heroism of a philosopher 
aud the resignation of a Christian; to 
believe that all would yet be well, and 
to never despair while I felt the convic- 
tion that I still retained the tender love 
of my Florentina, and the affectionate 
friendship and sincere esteem of her 
brother Edward. en 
he worthy Trentham, entering my 
| apartment to inquire. after news from 
England, found me writhing on the 
floor iu strong convulsions, with the 

fatal letter fast clenched in my händ. 

Medical assistance was instantly pro- ; 
cured ; J was put to bed. The varied 
tobte and agitations my mind Had 
for some weeks past endured; rendered 
it feeble and powerless, unable to sustain 

this new and unexpected stroke Of Ad- - 
verse Fate. On perusing Edwards 
epistle, the conviction of all the evils” 


\ 
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that, hape since happened, flashed upon 
my weakened intellect: I saw all my. 
hopes of happiness in this world anni- 
kilated, my family devoted to destruc- 
tion, and I, who would have cheerfully 


died to save and serve them, though 


free from intentional guilt, was the 
cause of all this overwhelming ruin. 
It was too much for human en- 


durance, and I became the victim of the 
united endeavours of my persecutors. 


A frenzy fever seized my brain nothing 
was left unattempted for my restoration 


by the generous Trentham; he em- 
ployed the best physicians in Paris, sat 


by my side whole days and nights, ad- 
ministered my medicines with all the 
assiduities of a friend, and the affec- 


E #2 _ 


tionate attentions of a beloved brother. 


Ahe united efforts of skill and his 


unręmitting care, aided by youth, and a 
constitution unvitiated by dissipation, 


eijabled me to conquer the fever, and 


with it the violent paroxysms of fr antic "E 


wait - 5 madness. | 


* 14 - 
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madness. But, alas! I ak; into * 
- moody melancholy, in Which I used to 
sit whole days totally absorbed, while u 
lack lustre eyes glared on vacancy- 1 
ate, I drank instinctively whatever was | 
put before me; I could not speak, and 
appeared to know no person. The 
boasted privilege of man, the varying 
faculties of the soul, the etherial parks: 
breathed into me by my God, was ex- 
tinct. -I give you this description of 
my deplorable situation from the ac- 5 
count of those who beheld in the help- 
less maniac I presented to their were 
the wreck of what was once youll 
health, and intellect. + tt, {33., 
In the state of mind and deer 2 | 
have delineated, without one idea of the 
passing scenes, unconscious that Lex: 
5 isted at all, I remained twelve months ; 
most happy in that insensibility r 
kept me ignorant of those miseries'by*' 
which I was surrounded. At the ters , | 
wination of that period, after having 
N slept 
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-glept most profoundly for fourteen. voi; | 
during which time large. drops of per- 
Ypiration had continued to pour from 
ny face, I awoke perfectly restored t 
"RN convalescence. 0 
I started up, threw back the cur- 
tains, and instantiy perceived I was in 
| the room T had been accustomed to oc- 
f eupy at Hartlebury. All those sensa- 
tions and recollections, that seemed to 
- have been in a state of stagnation, re- 
gained their place almost miraculously; 
and what was most astonishing, from 
tie moment that my long benighted 
_ -xeason was restored, it appeared to have 
gained a renovation-of strength, energy, 
and vigour, fromits having lain so long 
in a state of tor pidity. What made the 
ese more surprising, from that era I 
_ "have felt no relapse dr an intliction, of 
which I shall ever entertain the greatest 
horror, as most humiliating to man, 
15 zeducing him even DetoW” the brute. 
„„ 1 2 - cxeation,. 
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ercation, who! are endow 0 witty 1 de 
powers of inistin ct.. anpReY 

J felt as if I had evetllepts apa 
and sprang out of bed with an intentien 
of dressing. In searching for my clothes. | 

I canght in the glass a view of my per- 
son; 1 started back, dismayed at the 
figure it reflected: a pale, thin, cada- 
rerous countenance; haggard, sunken 
eyes; and a head shorn of a pr rofusion 
of light brown hair, by which it was, 
once adorned... Vague images now 
floated through my lately clouded brain; 
I determined to seek my father, and 
gain from him an explanation of what” 
appeared to me so. ambiguous; | 
A uit of black habiliments: tliat lay 
on a chair, attratted. my notice; an in- 

voluntary sigh burst from my bosom-;;Þ. 

put tliem on, and hastened out of the 

room. In my descent to the parlour I 
met no person; Lentered the study it 

appeared empty; an impervious solemn 
foo seemed to: shed its influence 
B her” around. 


> % 
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arpund. Of passing time I oe no- | 
thing, and thought the hour might be 
too. carly for my mother's, rising; I 


went through the kitchen to the gar- 


den, in hopes of mecting somebody to 
answer my inquiries: that, like the 
rest of the apartments, was deserted. 
ER On my entering the _ court-yard, I 
met old Joan, with a pail of milk in her 
band; the g good creature had been my 
father s nurse, and for many years a 
pensioner in the family. Rejoiced to 
See my early acquaintance, I rushed 
.. eagerly forward, seized her vacant hand, 
exclaiming— My. kind woman, what 
is become of all the inhabitants of the 
Parsonage? where are my parents ? 
shew me to them. Is not yet break- 
fast-time ? for I feel a sensation of hun- 
ger even to faintness.” 5 25 
The ghosts of all her ancestors 
could; not have had a greater effect on 
Joan's nerves, than the sound of my 
voice; she threw down. her burthen, 


Ae + 


Dios e 


Feet crx. TY 


dartitig from me with the ag ality of fif- 
teen, and ran Screaming into the house 80 : 
Gd a marcy, save me from my por 
mazed master, for a taulks again, and 
I be afeard it be a sign he is going to. 
be obstroperous ! nile she was thus 
: apostrophizing, I Qstood looking — 
her, lost in ama. 
Honour, a servant that had lived 
with my parents from the time of my 
birth, alarmed by her clamorous out- 
cries, now appeared. As I advanced; 
and asked with much rationality an ex- 
planation of all I saw, the poor crea⸗- 
ture, who was little less frightened than 
Joan at hearing me speak, and seeing 
me in a state of convalescence, stood 
| trembling, while the tears ran plenti- | 
fully down her cheeks, hardly knowing 
whether she ought to sorrow or rejoice 
as she reflected to what acute suffer ings 
I was condemned by my return to 
reason. . . . 


5 : 
* 2 


e She 
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She tried to recover herself; desired 
me to go into the parlour with her, and 
she would make me some tea, for it was 

six Oclock in the evening $ after I had 
taken some refreshment, she would an- 
swer all my questions. I now observed 
she likewise wore the sable weeds of 
woe; I followed her quietly, eager to 
have those ambiguous appearances, at 
which 1 began to fecl alarmed, cluci- 
dated. ? 

ki On her re-entrance with the tea- 

equipage, 1 earnestly entreated her to 
remove the veil of mystery that seemed 

to envelope me. I inquired if I had 
been ill; for so I judged from my looks 
and my weakness, though totally un- 
 eonscious by what disease I had been 
; reduced to my present state. I asked 
if my father and mother were ewett—why 
I did not see them ?—Honour stood ir- 
vesolute; she answered my interrogato- 
ries only with her tears; it was true 
ae saw me once more à rational being; 
33 she 


— 
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Sf che therefore dreaded. to communicate 
intelligence she Was fearful would again 
plunge me into that horrible situation 
from which I was 80 NOOR: reco- 
vered. N 
„She was oxtricated from ber di- 
lemma by seeing Mr. Hor ton, the vil- - | 
lage Doctor, ride into the court- yard; 
she abruptly left me, and after à short 
period returned, ushering him into the 
room. Instantly recognizing one of 
my earliest friends, I arose, shook him 
cordially by the hand, and in appro- 
priate terms expressed my pleasure at 
seeing him in such good health. e 
heard and viewed me with as evident 
surprise as my other auditors ; I told 
him of all that had Ws e since 1 
awoke, expressing my wonder that 
every person appeared to look at me 
with a mixture of fear and astonish- 
ment; a behaviour of which I had in 75 
£ Yalu. requested an x explanation. 


bY 


Mr. 


% 
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Mr. Horton was convinced I was in 
perfect possession of my senses, though 
to him it appeared most miraculous; all 
of the Faculty who had been consulted 
upon my case, having given it as their 
opinion that mine was an incurable in- 
sanity, as I had never experienced one 
lucid interval; that it must be a total 
torpidity of mental sensation, and rea- 

son could never be restored to re- action. 
Mine was, no doubt, a singular case, 


in which God evinced his incomprehen- 
sible power by ways inexplicable to 
short-sighted mortalss. . 


| The good Doctor, who could no 
longer evade my earnest entreaties for 
some account of my family, was obliged 
to unfold a tale that harrowed up my 
soul, preparatory to seeing my father, 
whom he now left me to apprize of my 
N wonderful recovery. Had not my 
meukies acquired an almost superna- 
| _ tural strength by their late interreg- 
nmuꝛtjnéę from reflection, what I was fated 
. . Cn 


: ” - * i : 


C3 
F L 
- - . ® * 


* 
X. — 


ANDREW, s ART. „ 


to So must have again aun Reason 
from her lately restored thr one 
„The worthy Mr. Horton had been Tt 
my father's friend, companion, and com 
fidant, even from his boyish days; to 
him every circumstance of the ami 
concerns was known. He prepared to 
satisfy my impatience, commencing. his - 
story from the period when the receipt 
of Mr. Edwarg Lurcher's letter, touch- 
ing the before overstrained nerves of, 
srnsibility, had occasioned frantic deli- 
rium; which being exhausted by its on — = 
violence, the brain became a vacuum, =— 
and the body, no longer acervated by 
the active principle, sunk into a state * 3 
of stupid inanity. 2 8 
I vill repeat the woes he unfolded,” IE ; 
as if Mr. Horton was the speaker, wth 3 
out the interruption occasioned by my 
agonized feelings, because it will sorten 
a narrative, which, had you not from 
| au situation been precluded from all 
Yi ether 


— 
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wither: employment and amusement, ; 
must have already exhausted e * | 
Den _ its W 8 ; 


CHAP. II. 


„M . Bear e no person can re- 
joice more sincerely at seeing you re- 
stored to your senses than I do; God 
Brant it had been his good pleasure to 
have let it been so six months ago ! 
| then many of those misfortunes I am 
about to relate might never have hap- 
pened. But, as your worthy father 
used to tell us in the pulpit, that we 
bught patiently to submit to the de- 
erees of our Creator, who knows. what 
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is best for us, I will not btb o 
murmur, but W in the task W 
Signed me. „ 
3 receiving * letter froch 1 
Mr. Edward Lurcher, you lay three 
months quite raving mad; and when, 
by the unremitting care of that good 
young man, Mr. Trentham, and the 
advice he procured, the fever left 
you, your mind was a caput mortuum, 
that nothing could re-animate. He 
had constantly cor? 3po ded with Mr. 
Carter from the commencement of © | 
your illness, and now, with much deli: 
cacy, informed him of the real state of 
Four disease, and his resolution not to 
leave you till he had delivered Your aſe £ | 
into the hands of your family. WE 
In consequence of this generous — 
determination, twelve'months since he 
arrived with you at Hartlebury. The 
Si 3 of ler son was a death- stroketo your 
poor mother; to behold her fixst-born, 
the Pr ide * her heart, reduced to incu- 
rable 
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hdr idiotism, was more than she could 
sustain. This shock was aided by 
the behaviour of your sister, who 
had been some time returned on their 
hands by Lady Lurcher; she was such 
a fine high-bred Madam, nothing was 
good enough for her to eat, drink, or 
wear; she would not keep company with 
my girls; or any. of the village lads and 
Jasses ; she did no#iing but ery, and 
take on for the fine clothes and the great 1 
folks she had been used to in London. 
This conduct of their daughter, the 
resentment of the Lurcher family, and 
Four dreadiul visitation constantly be- 
fore their eyes, bore heavy on both your 
parents. Vour father exerted himself, 
and even appeared. cheerful before your. 
mother, to support her spirits; alas! 
poor soul, she had received her death- 
wound from the time of your arrival; 
she never held up her head after, but lite- 
5 rally expiredo of grief, within two months, 
= the arms of her afflicted husband. 1 
A few 


LK * - 
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. A: un days before her demise, ks: 
; ceded you to be brought into her 
room, embraced, and blessed you; and 
her last breath was employed i in praying 
that God would restore you to reason, 
to be a comfort to your father, and to 
Jour sister a protector, for whom she 
always had her fears. — Oh! it was a 
pitiable sight to behold, Which drew 
tears of agony from me, who, from 
my profession, am but too much aceus- 
tomed to scenes of misery; to see the 
Struggles between the resigned Christian 
and the affectionate abend as the 
Rector bent over his expiring wife, pro- 
mising that he would try to live for the 


Sake of his imbecile son and unfortunate 


daughter; while you, unaffected by the 
Sur ming Scene, viewed with an eye | 
of vacancy the heart-rending objects. 
Laurina, Iams Sorry to say, though en- 
dowed with ken, pe üttle 
more affected than yourself by the death 5. 5 
of M. Car ter, from whom her love Was 
„„ > weaned - 


F 8 _ | : 0 75 f | | „ of I 8 WD + 8 i © BF, + | 
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weaned by being taken away so young, 
and educated in a style so much supe- 
ridur to What her expectations i in om 
watranted. 118 e 
«This was the cause of Taurin, 
ruin; ; and J hope it wilt be a warning” 
to other parents, to deter them from . 
allowing any motive, however plausible 
in appearance, to induce them to give 
up their children to the management or 
great folks, to put false notions into 
their heads, and then, in tlie caprice of | 
the moment, return them to the house 
of their fathers, from whose usages 
having been so long estranged, _C 
are miserable themselves, and contribute 
by their wilful ways to tor ment all | 
around them. © l eee 
After the death of Mrs. Carter, 
your father was accustomed to shut 
himself up whole days in. the little par- 
bdour he called his study, making you his 
5 companion; he used to converse with 


vou, as if you could comprehend and 
REEL answer 


* 
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| answer him. I éoften told him, f that „ 
the having you constantly before luis. 
eyes, iner cad his sorrow, and added to 
his melancholy. He always ee N 
J have not, my friend, long to abide 
in this world, and it is a pleasure to me 
to behold my boy; ; for, in his care- 
worn features, ] can still trace the like : 
ness of my sainted Susannah.“ | 
„Six months had now hv since 
y our, return, when. the season for Sir 
Thomas Lurcher's family revisiting the 
Grange arrived, and with them came a 
large par ty of visiters: among the rest, 
a Nobleman high in power, not. young, 
but specious, artful, and still handsome, 
He had been personally known to your 
sister when she resided with Lady Lur- 
cher, and soon found an opportunit 
0 renewing the acquaintance during 
her Walks; for she still. loitered with 5 
lingering steps about the park, throw ing. 
longing looks award that mansion, 
* whose 
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whose doors wer e now Shut against her 


for ever. 7 7; 
This ere was carried on for 


I'S — 


some time without being at all suspect- 


ed by Mr. Carter; his state of health 


threatened a rapid decay, his appearance 
was that of a man verging on eternity, 


and his mind totally absorbed in pre- 
paring for a better world. He seldom 
left his study, or saw Laurina but at 


meals, or went farther from the Par- 


sonage than to perform. the duties of his 
function, which, while he had stren gtlh 
left to mount the pulpit, he never dele- 
gated to another. Laurina, who had 
not paid him much attention, was now 


_ 8eldom visible; her spirits seemed to have 
returned since the appearance of his 


Lordship in the country. At this pe- 


riod, the young Vicar of Springfield 


came to the Grange, purposely, as he 
told Mr. Carter, to sce him and you, 
whom he folded in his arms, and wept 

over 


| ANDREW. STUARTI. = : 2.5 5 2 5 
over like a child ; be expressed * lr 
row for the troubles of your family, an 
the, cruel conduct of his own. He told 
your father he had once offered his: 
hand to Laurina—she had peremptonly 
refused him; that he was still ready to; 

marry her, if she could be prevailed | 
upon to revoke his sentence, for he 
thought it incumbent on him to share 
his fortune with her whom he had- ever 2 
loved, and to do an act of justice to 
one whom the _ capricious treatment 
of his parents had driven fre om their 
| protection. | 1811 
Mr. Carter, from whom, | my dear 
John, I had this conversation, replied, ; 
that he felt the utmost gratitude for his 
generous intentions respecting. Laurina; 
but he had w eighty. objections' against 
| accepting his offers. From what he was 
enabled to. gather of his daughter' 8 dis- 
| position e pursuits, he was sorry to 
3 she did not appear calc ulated. to 
make a man of his temper- happy, as a 
„ domestic 5 
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domestic companion; nor would he 
eyer consent to a child of his becoming 
the wife of any man, against the appro- 
bation of his parents. | 
My dear Edward, never be induced 
by any consideration, however. justifi- 
able may be your motives, to marry 
without receiving a father's blessing on 
your union. Behold in me, and my 
family, the ill-fated victims of a parent's 
eurse: he prayed that my disobedience 
to him might be visited upon my chil- 
dren ; see it, alas! realized in my un- 
happy boy, the pride of my youth, the 
prop of my age ;—view, dear Edward, 
this blighted saplin, withering as it 
stands, a sad memento of my crime. — 
God grant the evil may stop here !— 
but I fear I have not yet drank the bit- 
ter cup to the dregs. 

The anathema announced against 
myself 1 could have borne with proper 
resignation, had I alone been the suf- 
ferer, because conscious of being the 

| aggressor; MN 
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aggressor; ; but the vengeance called 
down on the heads of my unoffending 
children, weighs heavy at my heart. 1 e 
look on mea as the destroyer of my 
Susannah, the scourge of my race; it 

is for my transgressions they are af- 28 
flicted. My dear pupil, give me the 
satisfaction to hear you promise you will 
not place yourself in my dreadful, heart- 
rending situation, by wilfully disobeying 
the positive commands of your father. 
This good young man, whose feel- 
ings were wrought up to agony by the 
pity-moving words of his worthy pre- 
ceptor, flung himself into his arms; en- 
treating that he would be comforted, 
and not suppose a just and merciful 
God would descend to punish -one of 
the best of his creatures, through the 
whole of his generation, for the unjust 5 
anger and violent acerbities of one of 
the worst of his species. 
Hie promised, if it would gratify 
| him, and ease his present perturbations, 
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he never would marry without the con- 
sent of Sir Thomas and Lady Lurcher. 
He now frequently stole out from the 


| Grange, to come and sit with Mr. Car- 


ter and yourself, and once brought 


Miss F lorentina with him. Poor thing! 


she was $0 much shocked at seeing you, 


that it threw her into hysteric fits; I 


was obliged to be sent for, and she was 


recovered from her indisposition suffi- 
ciently to be got home before she was 


missed. It terminated in a low fever, 
that confined her for many Work to her 


chamber. 


«© While the Rector was \ deriving : 
something like comfort from the society 


of his amiable pupil, and I thought his 


health amended, there happened a terri- 
ble disaster, that filled the measure of 
his woes. One morning, Henour en- 


tered his chamber, pale as death, with N 


a letter in her hand, Which she said shie 
found laying on Miss Laurina's table, 


when she went. into the room, as Was 


3 5 * 4 5 : her 


— 
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her en to call her to br to 
her astonishment she discovered that 
she had not been in bed the whole night. 
She had looked in the drawers, which 
were emptied of all their contents. 
Mr. Carter, having been long taught © 
to expect something bad from his 
daughter's conduct, tore open the epis- 8 | 
_ tle, which I have this moment procured 
from your father for your information.” 
Mr. Horton then proceeded | to read 
the following letter ; — 


+ 


„ DEAR SIR, 

£2588 1 think little apology Bee for 

| taking from your sight a daughter, 
whose society you never valued, whose 
_agremens.your limited knowledge of ex 
| isting manners precluded you front pro- 
perly appreciating: I. am, therefore, 
assured you can suffer no deprivation | 
from my absence. Shut up in your 
study, with your favourite automaton, 


. 
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my present pleasure or future settle- 
ment were never objects of your con- 
sideration. I feel it therefore incum- 
bent on me to form my own establish- 
ment; I fly to scenes more congenial 
to my taste than the 1vied walls and 
trees of doleful cypress, the only objects 
that Hartlebury Parsonage has offered 
to my view for nine tedious months! 
I leave them with the man of my choice, 
to share with him all those joys, rank, 
power, splendour, and riches can be- | 
stow on their votaries. | 
Trouble not yourself to follow me, 
to induce me to return; it would be an 
useless attempt. Our ideas of happiness 
are diametrically opposite: you suppose 
it to be found in rural solitude and 
quiet content; I, nurtured in the hot- 
bed of luxurious pleasures, early ini- 
tiated into the arcana of gaiety and 
fashion, pursuing with increased avidity 
the intoxicating whirl of public amuse- 
ments, can find no gratification but in 
| owing 
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followh ing the system 1 e Hawn. 
precept, and imbibed by example. 

If I am wrong in my ideas, faulty 
in my actions, you must blame yourself; 


we are all born alike in infancy, educa- 
tion forms our youth, and propels the 


actions of maturity. The savage, fero- 
cious African, by culture, becomes sen- 


sible, literate, humanized. Had «you _. 
brought me up under your roof at Har- 
tlebury, I might have been an unam- 


bitious village-maid :—reared in the fa- _ 
mily of Lady Lurcher, receiving all the 
_ adventitious aids of a woman of ton, 


eagerly adopting the doctrine constantly _ 
inculcated by her, that it depended on - 


myself to be a great lady—my mind 


imbued with vanity, flattered by the : 


adulation of my admirers, 1 believed, It 


easy to gratify all my ambitious aspira- 


tions; and 1 should have done so, but 
for my brother's temerity in aspiring to 
the heart of his patron's daughter. — 
a This ruined all my brightening pro- 
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pects; to him I owe the being sent 
from the house of Sir Thomas Lurcher. 
* Tn the sombre shades of the Par- 
| sonage I beheld my evanescent hopes 
evaporate. Those men who followed 
my steps, lived on my smiles, and would 
have shared their name and fortune 
with the eleve of Lady Lurcher, I was 
.conyinced would be emboldened to 
offer terms of a very different nature to 
the daughter of a poor parson: - One 
- + only of my numerous train followed me 
to this seclusion; he has offered to re- 
> _ gtore me) to all the joys of freedom, and, 
| with renovated eclut, to that world, out 
of which, with my real or acquired pro- 
pensities (no matter which name you 
give them), I cannot exist. May you, 
dear Sir, be restored to health and hap- 
- piness at the Parsonage ; and, if it can, 
add to your pratifications, be assured 
Thall experience every felicity in the | 
choice I have made.” 


6 This 


* 


1 his letter, $0 utterly devoid of 
feeling, 80 cuttingly indifferent, ac- 


knowledging with such unblushing ef- 


frontery her future intentions, addressed 
by the most undutiful of daughters to 
the tenderest of parents, the best of 
men, gave the finishing stroke to his 


comforts in this life, _ will soon con- 5 


sign him to a premature grave. The 
shock of Laurina's ingratitude, and 
abandoned intentions, was too much for 


his weak frame to contend against. oo 


FOES thank God, who has restored you 
to his prayers, to close his eyes, and re- 
ceive his blessing. He has settled all his 
worldly affairs, and his will is in my. 
possession. I had eased the mind of 


your father by promising that, till you 
had recovered your reason, I would 3 5 
you home, and you should be unto me as 
a gon. 1 sincerely rejoice that you are 


again yourself, and will be able to act 
; without a guardian. L 
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71 poured forth the grateful effu- | 
$ons'of my heart to the good Mr. Hor- 
ton, for his friendly attentions to my 

parent, and his intended kindness re- 
specting myself. The sad recitab of the 
misfortunes of my family had occasion- 
ed me to shed a deluge of tears; not a 
single one had moistened my parched 

 . eyelids since my illness. This great 

relief to oppressed nature was doubtless 
In this trying moment of infinite service 
to me, and prevented a Av of wy 

nate insanity. | Py 8% 
II n answer to my inquiries after the 
3 inhabitants of the Grange, who, by 

some strange fatality, appeared to be so 
connected with the Parsonage, that the 
latter were destined to owe to them 
all their joys and sorrows, J was in- 
formed they were now in London; 
825 that Lord Burford had recovered of his 
wound before Mr. Trentham returned 
with me to England ; and he had re- 
© - newed his addresses to Florentina, who 


me, no longer existing, she had desisted 


from urging her on that point, but was 
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/ had positively rejected him. Lady 
Luurcher's fears of her being un ited to 


still in ne of a more en 1 


offer. | 3 


WE: Thomas, * hopes of the family, 5 
from being an idle, dissipated lounger, 


was, by associating with Lord Burford 


and his set, become an abandoned liber- 
tine, a professed roue, a. gamester at 
the Cocoa-Tree, a knowing- one on the 


turf, and frequently an umpire at 


boxing-matches. Edward had visited | 
his preceptor, and condoled with him : 
on the conduct of Laurina—it was all 


that could be done in a case of such 


hopelessness he had taken an aftect- 
ing leave of his revered friend, and re- 
ceived what he feared would be his las 


blessing, before he returned to Spring- 


field; 3 being resolved to wholly res ; ide ; D = 


with his parishioners, and perform him- 
self the duties of his sacred function, 
CV = ras n Oe 


=; - unn STUART. 


„ heard with gratitude that my g 

nerous Trentham had, since my kn, 
been twice at Hartlebury to see me, 
and constantly wrote to my father, to 
Inquire if there were any hopes of my 
restoration to convalescence. It was 
with extreme regret I was informed 
that I should be precluded from paying 
him my Personal respects, as he had 
some months since left England, to at- 
tend a sister of his late father's: to the 
southern provinces of France, who, 
being supposed in a consumption, had 
been ordered by her physicians to in- 
5 hale the restorative breezes of a milder 


T his hedy was 3 fond of her 7 


nephew, who losing his mother when 


very young, had resided with her till of 
a proper age to be sent to a public 
school. He wished to shew her the 
duty of a son, therefore would not. hear 
of her travelling so far from all her rela- 


tives, consigned alone to mercenary 
hirelings, 3 


- 
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hirelings; he insisted on being hve" 
escort, with unexampled philanthro- 
Py, leaving all the joys that youth, 
health, and fortune offered to his ac- 
ceptance, to attend the querulous com- 
plaints of a suffering invalid, by his un- 

5 remitting attentions attenuating the 
pains of disease, and, with the Wale 


sallies of his wit, dissipating the languors 


of a sick chamber. I honoured my 
friend for his motive, though] lamented - 


that I could not see him, to pour out 
my griefs in his bosom, avail myself of 


his sensible advice, and offer my grate- 
ful thanks for his-care and attention o 
an isolated maniac. 28 
Mr. Horton sat with me till eleven N 
o'clock, exerting his well-meaning en- 
deavours to comfort, and give me con- 
fidence in the Creator of all good, Who, 
he said, had without doubt restored me 
to reason for wise purposes, and that! 
ultimately should reap a due "Oy for . 
my aftlicting- trials. e 2 
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The Doctor, having visited my 
00 and cheered him with the joyful 
intelligence of my mind being restored 
to a state of perfect convalescence, 
promised he would return in the morn- 
ing, and introduce me to his arms, if 
he found him able to sustain the tran- 
sition from excessive grief to the trans- 
port that my presence would A 
occasion. 5 
lle desired me by no means to 
attempt forcing myself into the pre- 
sence of my parent without him; recom- 

mending me now to retire for the night, 
and, if possible, compose myself to sleep: 
I promised to follow these directions. 
On his departure, Honour entered, who 
viewed me with tears of joy, and offered 


up her gratulations to Heaven that se 


was once more Per mitted to see her 
dear young master in his senses. She 
made a bason of whey, with cowslip 
wine; entreating me to drink it after I 
Was in bed, observing it was a rare 


good thing, which would males me rest 


better than ladlum, that she remem- 
bered having taken once, and it made 


her see ghostes, goblins, and fairies, and 
frighted her out of her wit! 


| of Pleased with her. . I 8wal-. 


lowed my good old Honour's somni- 


ferous nostrum, and really slumbered 


through the night, in despite of the 


agonizing narrative I had just heard 


from Mr. Horton. Whether this arose 


from an effort of nature, whose newly | 


restored power claimed rest, or the 
opiate virtues of honest Honour's posset, 
1 have 1 never been able to ascertain. 2 
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CAP. III. 


MR. HORTON, true to his ap- 


= pointment, and feeling for my anxiety, 
was in my room at eight o'clock, and 
pronounced my pulse to be free from 

fever. We breakfasted together; e 


afterwards visited his patient, whom he 
1 found as eager to see and embrace me, 
„as I was desirous to throw myself at his 
A feet, and implore forgiveness for all the 
sorrows that my passions and follies had 
occasioned him to suffer. 
I found, by the information of 
. M- Horton, that I had been accustom- 
e ng my late ; malady, to be brought 
- =. +} | into 
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into Mr: Carter” 8 changbes; and placed _ 
in a chair by his bed-side ; that on the 
day antecedent to my miraculous reco _ 
very, I had exhibited an unusual degree 
of stupor, which pervaded the only two 8 5 FD 
faculties that were now left me, that of 
eating and walking; both of these I had 
done instinètively. ELL x, 
Mr. Horton, being nan at the — 
8 Parsonage, felt my hand, the palm of 1 

which appeared moist; a eircumstance „ 
that had not before occurred during tine 5 
period of my illness, my skin being erer — 
hot and dry. He therefore augured 88 
| wasagood omen, ordered me into a warm 3 
bed, and weak whey to be administered = 
at intervals, some person ee con- 1 
stantly with me. | | 
This devolved upon "old 4 dan, 
Honsur not being able to leave my 3 ; 

| father. I lay fourteen hours in a pro- 1 
found sleep, while, from my head and - 
face, poured down large drops of water n 
tun was doubtless an 3 of kind 
A | Nature, 


* 


« 
of. 
* 
2 


Ce ma ED — 


42 ANDREW STUART. 


Nature, to throw off the morbid matter 
from my oppressed brain. The Doctor 
had seen me frequently in the course of 
that time, expecting some change in 
the animal functions would appear for 
the better, on my awaking; but never 
dared flatter himself with so complete 
and wonderful a recovery. | 
Joan had only left me about a 
| quarter of an hour, to milk her cow, 
because, she said, the poor beastes was 
calling to her under the window, and 
she thought she might venture to steal 
away for a bit, as she firmly believed 
that I was on my death- bed, and that 
I should, what she called, doze away 
like a lamb. It was in her absence I 
might justly be said to receive new life; 
Vou will not therefore wonder at the 
; poor creature's surprise, when she saw 
me rush into the court-yard, and once 
more heard the sound of my voice, for 
I had not uttered a n, for the _ | 
5 or months. F 
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Tf The meeting with my father Was 
almost too much for me to sustain, 
though I made every exertion to endure 
it with fortitude. We fainted in each 
other's embrace. Mr. Horton was pre- 
pared to expect such consequences; 
therefore we were, by his judicious ef- 
forts, recalled to a state of existence. 
Tears, the ameliorators of grief, Natures 
own medicine to relieve the surcharged 
heart, softened the asperities of our sor- 
rows; and after paying a plentiful tri- 
bute to past woes, they enabled us to 
derive comfort and support from the 
mutual interchan ge of © OR conki- 
dence. 

My parent was but the e of 
his former self; pining care had worn 
him to the bone. On my leaving the 

apartment, Mr. Horton candidly in- 
formed me I must not flatter myself 
with expectations of his recovery; that 
he was going down to the grave with 
slow, but W degrees; 3. his 


or iginal 
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Do original disease was sorrow, the canker. - 


worm of vitality, which had sapped the 
foundation of life; and the structure 


must now inevitably sink to the tomb. 


In the evening, after I had left my 
father for the night, having procured the 


N keys, Ientered the humble church of Har- 
tlebury, where were deposited the sacred 


remains of my sainted mother, in view 
of that pulpit where, for so many years, 
with modest meekness and pious fervour, 


her husband had taught his little flock 


their duty to God and their neighbours, 
exhorting them to live 1n triendly amity, 


that they might die in Christian hope. 


I prostrated myself on the cold 


stone that covered the dust of my much- 


loved parent; — I poured out in prayer 
the emanations of my soul to the 


Omnipotent Cr eator of all things ;—1 
thanked him for my restoration to 
health, my renovation to intellect, and 


hoped that, once more being permitted 
to 1 ag * from _ 1 might 
ii be 
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be enabled to sustain the troubles yet in 
store for me with becoming fortitude, 

and submit patiently to my inflictions, 
without sinking into despondence. 0 

I called on the shade of my beati- 
ſied mother to forgive her penitent son 
those sorrows he had occasioned her to 
suffer. I thanked her for the blessing 
she had bequeathed me, and the orisons 
she had offered up for my restoration to 
sense, that had found favour from the | 
Most High. These fervent aspirations, 
addressed to my heavenly and earthly 
Parent, tranquillized the perturbatious 
of my ever ardent mind, which, as they 
sprang from the pure effusions of a con- 
trite heart, I felt assured would rise to 
the heaven of heavens, and be an ac- 
ceptable sacritice to Omniscience. 

My heart lightened by having per- 
formed my duty, I retired from the 


church with renovated spirits. Taught - 


to value my restored reason by its late 
85 ne J was truly grateful for the 
= „„ ag blessing, 
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blessing, for it enabled me to render 


comfortable the last days of my revered 
father. Mr. Horton assured me that 
my tender attentions had likewise pro- 
longed them, for he was pronounced to 
be dying when my senses returned, and. 
he lived two months after that era. 
I] passed my whole time at his bed- 
side, conversing with him, reading the 
Scriptures, praying by, and with him. 


T had the consolatory pleasure of per- 


ceiving that my society, and endeavours 
to soften the asperity of his misfortunes, 
were not unsuccessful. His mind was 
calm and resigned, looking forward to 
that change, for which his whole cor- 
rect life lied been a series of Ls mw 
tion. 

He 4 to ig in peace w ith all 


| : men, relatives, friends, and enemies; he 
therefore expressed a desire to see his 
brothers, to bless and forgive them for 
their unnatural desertion of him ever 
since the hour of my birth. I wrote 


— 


directly 


Y 
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Ae to my uncles, acquainting them 
with his wishes, and praying to see them 
immediately. They had long lived se- 
parate from each other: Jeremiah, the 
eldest, still occupied that estate which 
ought to have been my father's, by right. = 


of primogeniture ; he had been married, 
but was then a widower without chil- 


dren. The younger, George, had pur- 
chased, with his share of the property, 


a large farm at some miles' distance, and 
was still a bachelor. They both were 
very rich, maugre the fortune left them 


by my inexorable grandfather ; for all 


they had taken in hand had prospered : 


and “ flourished like a green bay-tree.” 
0 My letter, written with pathos, - 
touched their hitherto flinty hearts; 
they both arrived at Hartlebury the 


day after its receipt. The meeting be- 


tween them and their dying relation 
Was truly affecting: he embraced, for- 
gave, blessed, ang prayed for them. 
Le recommended me strongly to their 
4 affection, : 
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affection, calling me the most dutiful 
of sons, avowing that I had, by my 
unwearied attentions, softened the 


stroke of death to him; and he hoped 


that I should be spared to render the 
elose of their lives as comfortable and 
Serene as I had done his, by my assi- 
duous tenderness. He then offered up 
the most fervent orisons for his mis- 


guided daughter, entreating that slie 
might be permitted to see the evil of 


her ways, and, by a future life of peni- 


tence and contrition, merit that for- 
giveness of her Heavenly Father, that 


— 


her earthly parent most sincerely be- 


He now desired to receive the holy 
Sacrament with all his family; it was. 


- administered, by a neighbouring clergy- 


man, and partook of by his sorrow 
ing relations and weeping domes- 
ties. This last duty performed, feeling 
perfectly composed, he desired. to be: 
left to repose. He — quietly about 
RS | three | 
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three hours.; when he awoke; we were 
summoned to his chamber. Mr. Hor- 
ton felt his almost expiring pulse, and 
wWhispered me that it would not be Wan | 
before all was over; he called upon me 
to exert my fortitude, and not retain - - 
my father, by witnessing my grief, from 
a better world, on which he was now at 
the threshold. | 
le retained his senses unimpaired to 
| the last moment; calling me to him, he 
threw his feeble arms round my neck, and 
said in broken sentences—** The great 
"af ror.of my life was in one instance dis- 
obeying the commands of an unrelenting. 
parent. 'The curse he denounced against 
me, ever lay heavy at my heart; its in- 
fluence has pursued me through my ex- 
istence may my sufferings in this 
world expiate my soffence, and the 
dreadful anathema no longer pursue mx 
| ee ee son, on whom, with my 
parting breath, I bronounce a lervent 
8 iy | 6 
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He continued to speak words of 
comfort to his weeping repentant bro- 
thers and his sorrowing dependants, till 
3 his voice gradually died away; when, 
still sensible of his approaching dissolu- 
tion, he appeared as praying to his 
"|| Maker; his lips, though they uttered 

| no sounds, continued to move. After 
an awful pause, he turned on me his 
languid, half- closed eyes, laid "his cold 
| face to mine, and breathed out his soul 
in a soft sigb, without appearing to feel 
any struggle. He truly died the death 
of the righteous—Oh my my end be 
like his 


CIA. 
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I WEL Lnot attempt to delineate the 
poignancy of my grief when- sundered 
from the icy arms of my beatiſied sire, 
and restored to a sense of my irrepara- 
ble loss; because I fear already you 
may have deemed me prolix, and too 
minute in my descriptions of those cir- 
cumstances and characters, which com- 


pose the tissue of my eventful stor y. 


«© Should such charges be brought 
against me, tlie only exculpation I have f 


S* 
to offer 1 is, that I meant your edifica- 


tion, and that you may be enabled to 


profit by my dear bought experience. 


I have, therefore, in the course of my 
DE story, ; 


a 
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story, attempted to trace the vices and 


follies of human nature to their sowrce : 
to do this we must not judge by the 
exterior; whoever skims the surface 


of worldly knowledge, will catch at 


air-blown bubbles, or fill their hands 
with the straws that float in the stream 


of public opinion. 


The speculative observer of exist- 
ing manners, forms not his ideas of man- 


kind en masse; he treads with caution 


the devious path, divides and subdivides 


the congregated heap into small parti- | 


cles, by which method he is enabled to 


understand of what it is composed, and 
how to estimate its real value. This 
necessary and useful information can 

only be obtained by studying the mean- 
_ ders of the subtle mind ; it is by diverg- 


Ing into the recesses of the human 


heart, that we can decide with prompt- 


ness on its motives for action. / 
The study of mankind should be 


* 


man it is, believe me, the first 
r 
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theorem that ought to engage the pur- 


suit of a rational being ; for he will 
never become an adept in the acquire- 
ment by turning over the elaborate 


treatises of sage philosophy, or all the 


learned lore his book-room contains. 


To read the character of your spe- 
cies, you must condescend to mix with 
the heterogeneous crowd, that are class- 


ed under the denomination of the 
fashionable world. You must wateh 


them with sedulous attention, look with 5 


a microscopic eye into those delicate 


fibr es and finer trazts that connect causes 


with effects. You must follow them 
through all the various changes, from 


childhood to puberty, to form a proper 
judgment how they will act that part 


of the drama assigned for them to per- 
form on the great stage of existence; 
you must trace them from serious busi- 
ness to public amusements, see them 

unbend in their private convivial parties, 


| not eps essed by fear, nor awed by 


3 | interest; 


— 
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| 5 5 interest; view their behaviour in the . 
I drying situations of son, husband, 
father, friend; observe how they con- 
duct themselves in the joyful ebullitions 
of unexpected g good fortune, how suffer. 
with enduring hunfility the trying re- 
verse; behold their patience in sick- 
ness, their resignation in sorrow, and 
their fortitude at the hour of death. 
Jo do this, my friend, requires un- 
remitting attention, and discriminating 
* pefoeverance ; ; few gain a competent 
knowledge of their species, because they 
are too soon disgusted with the dis- 

agreeable objects they meet on their 
road, and tire of the race long before 
they reach the goal. Fewer still chuse 
to be instructed by the wisdom of 
those travellers who give not over the 
pursuit, till they have attained the end 
of their journey. The pride of man is 
such, that he would rather be amused 

* with reading a modern Novel, Which is a 
mere story book, or sar Inks; the bene 

ali] * . 
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heroes, and goblins dire, than conde- 


scend to receive improvement from the 


information of others, that he 18 either 


too vain, too indolent, or too ignorant 


to acquire by his own exertions. 


„My uncles wished me to quit the 
Parsonage, and return with them ; but 
this I deelined, resolved not to leave 
the remains ef what was once so dear 
to me, till I had followed it to the last 
receptacle of mortality. A week after 


his demise, my father was deposited by 
the side of his beloved Susannah, at- 


tended to the grave by his brothers, my- oy 


self, and all his parishioners; his best 
eulogium was pronounced by their sighs. 


and tears. I returned with Mr. Carter 
to Nettlebed Farm, after having wrote 5 6 
to Sir Thomas Lurcher an account of 
my father's death. I received an an- 


8wer from the steward, informing me 
* the li lying having been Promised by 
; „ 
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of romantic Beiden; to find entertain" 
ment among legions of embattled 


* f 
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his Young mater ever since the late in 
cumpent d illness had been announced, 
ant] the new Rector would soon be at 
Hartlebury to take possession. N 
Therefore, after having given 
Honour sufficient furniture for a cot- 
tage, with whom my late parent's nurse, 
old Joan, was to reside, I ordered the 
rest to be sold; resolved to leave a 
neighbourhood that was to me a con- 
stant memento of past joys and sorrows, 
to seek out the abode of my misg guided 
sister, and offer her an asylum from hu- 
miliating misery, if she had Seen her 
error, and N repented of her 


conduct. 5 


© You will, my friend, be perhaps . 
surprised that I have so long been to- 
tally silent on the subject nearest my 
heart my never to be forgotten, my 

adored F lorentina. My passion for that : 
charming woman is as fixed as Fate, 
and forms a part of my existence; but 


it is not Roy as before my illness, violent : 
. and 


ANDREW STUART. "NE... 
and effervescent ; 3 it is a pure, steady, 
unalterable attachment. I no longer 
think of my own gratification, when 
opposed to the duty and interest of ; 
Florentina. 

In the frequent conversations I had 
held with my parent on the subject of 
my love, his sensible admonitions had 
calmed those perturbations that had 
once raged in my breast; he taug ht me 
that it was a selfis): coe which 
induced me to seek my own pleasure, 3 
when the object of my choice must, in 
becoming my wife, disobey her par ents, 
forfeit her claims on their fortune, and 
set at defiance the opinion of the world. 
He prayed most fervently I might one 
day be rewarded for all my cares by re- 
ceiving the hand of Florentina; though 
he made me solemnly promise I would 
not seek to warp her from her duty, or 
accept it without the consent of Sir 
Thomas and Lady Lurcher; or till She, 

was tree to make an election, that 
D 5 7 would 
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Would not entail a curse a her chil 
den. 

© Convinced 1 his arguments, and 
yiediog to his reasons, I quieted his 


parental feelings by an assurance that 1 


would strictly adhere to his commands, 
and never become the husband of Flo- 
rentina but with the approbation of her 
friends. I wrote my determination both 


to her and Edward; the latter had been 
sent for to town, at the request of Sir 


Thomas, who was very ill. He had 
literally pined from the period his lady 
and his elddest son had pr evailed on him 
to estrange himself from my father, kis. 


old friend, associate, and companion, 


* 


to whose sensible converse an d F 


| advice he owed his reclamation from 


error; having, on his return to the 
. nes nim from those follies 
that had consig gued him to a SIX years 
weclusion. 1 

Sir Thomas reflected on the ingra- 
tit dtude of for a in las age and sor- 


"# 
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rows, the man who. had devoted a con- : 
siderable portion of his youth to his 
comfort, and the education of his sons 
in the paths of religion and vi irtue. 
These ideas Fee his waking 
thoughts, and haunted his nightly slum- : 
bers; his heart yearned to hold out the 
| hand of reconciliation | to the wor thy 
Vicar, but he had delegated in his anger 
a power to his lady, which availing her- 
self of his present debility, she was re- 
solved to retain, watching him so sedu- 
| loudly, that she effectually prevented all 

inter course between him and the Rec- 


** His hou ghts am g strange 
fancies, his spirits became a prey to 
moping melancholy ; and when inform= | 
ed of my mother's. demise, my insanity, 

Laurina's elopement, my father's. con- 
sequent despair and sickness, the good- 

natured Baronet grew worse every day; 3 

condemning himself as the primary 
cause of all these accumulating ills, he 
I „ 6. N hut 
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shut himself up in his chamber, and 
would not be comforted. „ 
Ir. Horton was sent for, but ke 
could not minister to a mind dis- 
eased; he frankly told him so. Sir 
＋ nns was hurried to London, under the 
common excuse of procuring better ad- : 
vice, but in fact to hinder a meeting 
taking place between him and the 
wretched inhabitants of Hartlebury. 
He grew evidently worse after his return | 
to town; and on being told, without | 
any preparation, by Lady Lurcher, that 
the Rector of Hartlebury had died of a 
broken heart, he replied, “ That is 
— my summons—1 shall soon follow him.“ 
He lived just ten days after this decla- 
ration; long enough to see Edward, 
give him his blessing, and xepofumend 
his sister to his care. INT 
70 Her Ladysbip, after having -- exhi 
bited all the outward and visible signs 
of woe, recollected that she could not} 


vith any propriety, appear in the gay 
world | 


— 5 . -_ 
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wor 14 fer twelve tedious moni, and 


some conscientious twinges hindered 8 
her from Passing the dreary. seclusion 5 f 


in the precinets of Hartlebury; besides 
her fears were now awakened, lest, as 1 
had recovered my reason, I might re- 
new my addresses to F ente This 
occasioned her to take a prompt resolu- 
tion to depute her son Edward (the 

young Baronet declined the task), to f 
attend the remains of his father to the 

family mausoleum. She herself, with 
her daughter and attendant Suite, in all 
the paraphernalia of grief, Kt out for 
the Continent, being resolved to pass 5 
the time of mourning in her beloved 
Italy; telling her sons she knew not 
when she should be able to return aud 


reside in that country, where every ob- 


_ ject would remind her of the irreparable 
loss of dear Sir Thomas, the agreeable 
companion of her youth, the most af 
fectionate of fr iends, he most tender of : 
husbands ! A EE En ii 
Oo «x 88 | 


- 
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4 Lomas made acquainted with/ the | 
ee by a letter from Edward, 


and of his intention of seeing his father 
depositec at the Grange, in the tomb of 


his ancestors. M hen the cbrpse was 
within a day's journey of the Manor- 


Ilouse, my uncles and myself rode out 


to meet it, at the head of his numerous 
tenantry and domestics, to whom he 
had ever been a kind landlord, and a 
merciful master. When we Joined the 
mburnful cavalcade, J can truly say 1 
paid the tribute of sincere sorrow, and 
shed the genuine tears of regret on the 
grave of my early benefactor, who, had 
he been left to follow the natural dic- 
tates of his good disposition, would 
never have deserted my father, or with- 
drawn his protection from his family. 
Peace to his manes . 

r Edward remained a werk at the 
Grange, and, at his earnest request 1 


was his companion. Our mutual exer- 


tions to comfort each other for the loss 
5 | © 1 | 
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| of a parent, were not wholly unsuccess- 
ful. I have before observed, that the 
Rector of Springfield kept no Curate, 
but was himself the pastor of his flock; 
he therefore prepar ed to return to the 
Vicarage, pressing me to accompany 
him. I declined accepting his invita- 
tion from two motives: first, I could 
not yet bear to behold the spot where 1 
had passed the halcyon days of early 
| by 

youth, and witnessed the pure happi- 


ness, smiling content, and reciprocal 


affections of, L hope I may without pre- 


sumption ay, wo now :  DERCINTGE: 1 : 


rents. 


My 208 reason was, that I had 


promised my father I would make every 


effort to see my sister, and attempt to 
open her eyes to the wickedness of the 


lite to which she had voluntarily de- 


voted herself. But he had extorted 


from me a promise to use only gentle 


me ans to enforce my arguments, not to 
„„ e seek, 


5 
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seek, from her base and abandoned 
betrayer, what the world denominates 
honourable en but to leave him 
to his God. 
My friend Edward and I took a 
more solemn and impressive leave of 
- each other than either the time or dis- 
tance at which we were to be separated, 
appeared to warrant. Most likely it 
was a sad presentiment of what has since 
intervened, and we shall meet no more. 
He took the road to Wiltshire, and I to 
that hot- bed of crime, the metropolis; 
where Vice stalks abroad at noon-day, 
assuming every varied shape to execute 
her purposes, unappalled by fear, un- 
daunted by shame, unawed from present 
gratification by any dread of future 
pehihment. 
| Edward, whose affection for Lau- 
rina had been imbibed in childhood, and 
sStrengthened with his growth, still 
loved her; and, though to him she was £ 
33 | lost 
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lost for ever, he could not divest him- | 
Self of feeling an interest in her fate; 5 
he therefore caused her steps to be | 
traced, from the time she left Hartle- 5 
bury. From his emissaries he learned, = 
_ that she lived not in. the house with „ 
lordly seducer; that none of his nume = 
rous mistresses ever had done so. He, Z 
was the most arch hypocrite and aban- 
doned debauchee that had-been produced. 
in the regions of gallantry for the last 
thirty years. 8 1 
Those unfortunate women that had 
once shone in the higher circles, like 
my ill-fated sister, and by that means 
could give any eclat to his amours, re- 
ceived from him, for the time they re- 
tained their power over his fickle, vitiated 
taste, a magnificent remuneration for 
their favours, calculated at once to 
flatter their vanity and his own, by their 
superb establishment. 


© Laurina's | 


N - 
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Laurina's appointment, as a fashion- 
able impure, was in the most brilliant 
style of glittering luxury; her heart, 
lured by the intoxicating draught of 

pleasure, and her head turned by the 
elevation of her fancied greatness, she 

beheld not the horrid chasm beneath 
her feet, which yawned ready to in- 


_ gulph her, when those visionary joys 
should elude her grasp. 


2 ANDREW STUART. 
— 


CHAP. v. 


- 


: EDwarD acquainted me wath the 
name my. sister had adopted, having, 
either from pride or prudence, dropped 
that of her humble sire; she was now 

known by the appellation of Mrs. Raby, 
and occupied a house in Harley Street, 
Cavendish Square. I arrived in town 
late in the evening, and took the reso- 


lution of visiting Laurina immediately, 


thinking it the best method to surprise 
her, fearful; if she was informed of my _ 
dience. On giving a smart rap at the” 


door, it was answered by a handsome ES 


footman in a laced e 1 inquired 
| „ for 


— 5 
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for bis lady after having eyed me for 
some time, deceived, I suppose, from 
my appearance, which was pale and 
meagre; my hair, that had just begun 
to g grow, hardly appeared beneath my 
hat; my sable coat, made on the con- 
ſines of Devonshire, was not quite in 
the acme of taste: I therefore presume 
that he took me for a poor author come 
to beg the honour of her name to a sub- 
scription list, or an humble petitioner 
under some other character, that souglit 
relief from her bounty. 
Almost shutting me out, he said 
his lady was dressing for the Opera; 
and would not be visible these two 
hours; besides, it was not a proper time 
for persons- to call on business the 
morning should be devoted to that. 1 
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: | heeded not his insolent rebuff ; I thought 
: + this was the moment to impr eSS Lau- 
be rina's heart with SOITOW, at the period 


4 when it was buoyant with promised 
Joys, and — by the hope of 
E 5 . pleasure. 
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pleasure. br: she was not 0 har den- 
when informed by a vt br other N 


of the death of her last parent, she 


must feel, being conscious of having 


accelerated, if not occasioned it, by her 
dereliction from virtue, affection, and 
duty. 185 5 

Finding the Sendet of a friend 


in the castle, and knowing that money 


would do every thing with these satel- 


tes of greatness, I pressed a guinea 


into his palm, telling him J only wanted 


a quarter of an hour's conversation 


with his lady, which was of much con- 


stquence to her as well as myself; and 
if he would procure it for me, he per- 
ceived I was both able and willing, by 


that small Specimen, to reward him for 
the trouble of an introduction. 
CE Viewing me with a scrutinizing 


leak and a supercilious grin, While he 


tossed up the glittering bait, and caught- - 
it n then thr ew: it anreletaly into 
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his waisteoat · pocket, having best as- 
sured himself of its sterling value, by 
rubbing it on his elbow, he thus ad- 6 
dressed me :— 
Why pos 1 don' t know h to say 

to your request it's against orders to 
let in any doubtful character; but you 
are really so generous, polite, and civil. 
your manners are so polished, and your 
appearance so preposses sing (here the 
fellow could hardly stifle a laugh), that 
FI think I must even Fall the chance of 

a jobation to oblige you.” | 

* Pride Budd: my pallid cheek as I 
asked what he meant by a doubtful cha- 
ucte/ whether he supposed me to 858 a 
robber, or an assassin ? | 
VNMeither, my dear Sir; what I al- 
luded to by that expression was quite 


take it. Pon honour, 1 did not mean 
to offend you ; but there is a certain set 
of poor people that are. by the positive 
commands of the rich never to be ad- 
5.8 1 mitted 


Ps 
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” math: to their piesence under 1 
form, however specious. 5 To, „ 
„Of what description, I pray, are 1 
those unfortunate mortals that come = 
- under this form of exclusion? and by 5 
what intuitive perception do the g gentle- 
_ men of your cloth distinguish them?“ 
ot very easily, my dear Sir; they 
assume as many shapes as Proteus, and 
appear under as many different colours -} 
as the fabled cameleon. Trust me, it 
requires a clear head and a keen eye, to 9 
. be always on your. guard against their 
various tricks. I am tolerably quick . 
now at reading faces have bought 5 
my experience dearly, as you shall hear; 
if you have any wish to be instructeel 
in worldly knowledge, you have only _ L 
10 Say s0— am your man for that 9 ++; 
of information.“ * 
I nodded assent, and' my pragma- W 
tical, garrulous companion, who evi- : 
dentty thought himself a very clever 
| 1 proceeded Et” 
JC ĩ Ws „Wie 
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N hen 1 made my. debut upon the 
town, Sir, I was a young man, a very 


young man indeed! Lost three most 


lucrative situations, by not compre- 


hending doubiful. characters. On my 
first emerging from my nor thern ru- 
ralities, I was chosen head footman to 
Viscount Fellacre, a very honourable 


and profitable post : nothing to do till 
seven o'clock, his Lande e hour of 
dining; 1 stood behind his chair, 

mere matter of form- my double id 


all the dr udgery. I then attended my 


Lud to the Opera, or the ruelle of his 
chere amie, and repaired to finish the 
night at the clubs in St. James's Street, 
where I used to amuse- myself with some 


of my friends in similar SHHUATONS, play- 
ing for, or betting half-crowns. Being 
tolerably expert, I frequently picked up 


my five guineas in an evening; my sa- 
lary was but thirty-five pounds, but the 


var iotls Feines of — and com- 
en 'Y 


— 


ANDREW STUART; 55 ” . 


plimentary douceurs more than doubled 
that sum by the end of the year.“ 

I sighed involuntarily at the ex- 
tr avagant follies and artificial wants of 


our modern men of fashion, Whose pride, 
luxury, and indolence, engender and 
sustain such insects, to taunt and sting 
indigent. merit. My blood boiled with - 
honest - indignation—I longed to in- 


stantly chastise the high-scented yarlet ; 
but curiosity to hear his tale to an end, 


and policy not to betray myself prema- 
turely, restrained my + arm. He had 
shewn me into a Waiting-room before 


he commenced his conversation, ob- 
serving that he could not introduce me 
to Mrs. Raby till the important business 
of the toilet was finished, which, he 


assured me, would not be till nine \ 
0 clock: I therefore resolved to amuse 


the tedious period, by encouraging him 
to proceed i in his account of the differ- 
ent (to use his softening term) Situations 
he had enjoyed. 5 


you I.. SP 
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Toy Rey. Sir, how came you to leave 


Viscount Fellacre's family, that you say 


was 80 well calculated to contribute to 

your pleasures and profit ?” 5. 
An unfortunate misnomer of mine, 

an unlucky mistake; his Ludship's fa- 


ther being then alive, he only enjoyed a 


title by courtesy, of course was not one 
of those Nobles happily exempted from 
the impertinent interference of the laws 


of the realm; his, affairs were a little 


deranged, owing to the splendour of his 
appointments, and he had given posi- 
tive orders not to admit any doubtful 


_ characters ; it being just at that time a 
general election, he was one morning 
dlrawing on his boots to set off to be 


rechosen by Ministerial influence, as a 
decayed Member of the rotten Borough 
of Swallowbribe.“ | 
] don't perceive how the Viscount's 
being in or out of the House, could pos- 


sibly affect your interest, or lose you the 


protection of his Lordship. 7 
© You 


Fd 
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* Ve ou shall hear, my dear Sir. At 
this unfortunate crisis, this interregnum 
in the life of a Parliament Man, this 
lapse between doubt and security, comes 
a grave looking Clergyman, tells me he 
must see my Lud on business that would 
not admit of delay; being sent by Soli- 
citor Engross, to settle about the ad- 
vowson of a living in the gift of bi; 
Ludship, lately advertised for sale, after 
the death of the present incumbent, de- 
signated to be eighty. years of age, 
therefore most certainly there was no 
time to be lost. Fool that I was, not 
to espy the cloven foot under the Par- 
son's gown. I demurred; he was press- 
ing, clapping a guinea into my hand to 
purchase a pair of gloves; I yielded to 
the wezghty argument, introduced him 
to my Lud's dressing room ;—what was 
my amazement to sce him take my Lud 
with one hand, with the other pro- 
duce a strip of Paper, and Hear Lud 
_exclam— 
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*© Who the devil, you stupid scoun- 
drel, have you let in upon me in this 
inauspicious moment? Nothing less 
formidable than a harpooner, you exe- 


crable dolt.“ 


Pray what is the meaning of that 
term being applied to a Clergyman ?” 
**< Bless me, Sir, I perceive you are as 


ignorant as your humble servant was 
when he first came upon the foren. 


Harpooner | is a genteel, significant cant 
term for balliff- a personage who strikes 
as sure, and fixes his devoted prey as 
firmly as the most expert whaler on the 


_coast of Greenland. —The writ was for 


a thousand pounds, borrowed of old 
Stripskin, the usurer; only about halt 


the cash had been touched by my Lud, 


the remainder went for premiums, expe- 


dition-money, and drawing the writings, 


into the pocket of Edward Engross, Esq. 


the most egregious rascal in his Majesty's 
dominions. I well remember the jail- 


bird when he was better known under 
%% 


a, 
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the title of Gipsy Ned, to whom I 
should then have been ashamed to 
speak. Now I have often the extreme 
mortification to be oli to stand 9 : 
hind his chair. N 
„Well, no matter, every c one in his 
turn. Henry Hopeful is not apt to de- 
spond; as I think I have some claims to 
| her favour, I expect that blind jade, 
Madam Fortune, in one of her twist- 
about changes, will some day roll me 
into one of those chariots on whose 
cushions I now condescend to take my 
morning lounge. But to conclude my 
account of Viscount Fellacre : he SWoOre, 
raged, and stamped about like a mad- 
man, would not listen to any apology for 
my mistake, insisting that no person was 
competent to form a part of the house- 
hold of a great man, who could not in- 
tuitively - perceive a harpooner, under 
whatever form he assumed. The latter 
was forced to quit his prey, the debt 
being bailed by two of the Tribe of 
- 55355 Laaber: 
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Isachar; and I was recommended to Seck 
a Situation more congenial to my stupi- 
dity, and eat my mutton«in future with 
the odd QUIZZES that psy their butchers” 
bills VEE 
Well, Mr. Henry, I hope you fol- 
lowed. such good advice, and, profiting 
by experience, let in no more doubtful 
characters. I am curious to hear an ac- 
count of your next Situation. 
That you shall, Sir, and then you 
can form your own judgment. I took 
up my abode with a rich Dowager, con- 
vinced there could be no fear of making 
thesame mistake I did with my Lud. She 
was hard-hearted, penurious in the ex- 
treme, felt neither love nor friendship 
$f any created being, except herself. 
Would you believe it, this woman 
was very desirous of being thought a 
martyr to her susceptibilities, that her 
bosom was the seat of charity, and her 
hand ever ready to relieve the sufferings 
of human nature? From the fame of 
„ her 
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her assumed character, her doors were 
assailed by the cries of the wretched, the 
prayers of the miserable, and the peti- 
tions of the necessitous; none of those 
che ever saw, read, or relieved.” 
N How was it possible such a woman 
as you have described, could contrive to 
gain the name of a patroness, without 
paying n price of that enviable dis- 
tinction? | 
_ © Before I came upon the torn, my 
dear Sir, I should have asked just such 
a simple question; but 1 am now, he 
added, smiling with self-complacency, as 
he viewed his really well-formed person 
in a large mirror, one of the initiated, 
and will let you into the a of her 
Grace's plan of manduvring, by Which 
she has acquired popularity e . 
can give you a few hints chat, for their 
i will be worth double the 
douceur you presented me. 
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CHAP. VI. 


c 3 | 
Tur Duchess Dowager of Flintshire 
was a deep one: when any of her friends 
told a pitiable tale, she trembled, 
sighed, shed tears, and I have seen her 
even fetch a faint, to keep up the sem- 
blance of exquisite sensations, and then 
desire some person present to write the 
direction of the sufferers in her Atlas, 
she being too much unnerved by the 
soul-rending Story to be enabled to 
hold the pencil. From the instant 
she quitted the room, she thought no 
more of the matter, troubled herself not 
to seek, nor ever intended to bestow any 
S2 . - 
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thing to_ relieve the woes She had 80” 
hypocritically deplored;? * f 

Are you not, Mr. Henry, Selig: 
in the superlatives l there really 
such a personage, or are you wander- 
ing in the flowery regions of fiction? 
It appears to me impossible that the 
world, credulous as it is, could be long 


* on by such an artificial cha- 


G 8 7 
* Cds dn to hear me th an end, 


and if I do not prove the verity of my 


assertions, brand me for a base knave 
— Her Grace hid not her talents in a 
napkin; she loved her good deeds should 
be blazoned at noon- day, therefore be- 
stowed not her donations on modest 
merit that shuns the light. 


©, 


© This, Sir, was the Secret, whidh I inks 
now going to unfold, that enabled the 


5 
* 


Dowager to gain a name for Christian 


charity. Whenever any of those really 


worthy men, who go about seeking to 


"aa a applied. to her to aid their 
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82 
works of righteousness, on the $uppo- 


terials like their own, she would make 


a. piteous long face, and observe, she 


was always ready with the widow's mite 
to relieve private worth, or assist public 


munificence; but she gave so much to 
the former, that her means were very 


unequal to her wishes, when applied to 
in behalf of the latter. This answer 
transposed, served to keep up her con- 
sequence with both parties. 

In all public subseriptions her "A 


nation stood the first in the list; her 


name glittered in gold letters against 
the walls of the Foundling, the Mag- 
dalen, the Middlesex, and almost all 


the hospitals in town. She was a yearly 


contributor to the Craven Street Society, 


instituted for the purpose of releasing 
prisoners for small debts. In the pom- 


pous enumeration of voluntary names 


for carrying on a war, or celebrating a 


victory; the Duchess Dowager of Flint- 
| nent 8 
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$hire's titlestared you in the face, in every 
town and country newspaper. . 
„Thus, by artful management, che 
effectually imposed on the public, and 
acquired what she so ardently sought, 
a character for being the most suscep- 
tible, generous, humane, and charitable 
of her sex; while, in reality, she had 
not the smallest pretensions to either of 
those virtues. On my being inducted 
into the situation of her maitre d hotel, 
I was, like others, imposed upon; and. 
really believing she was the good Sama- 
ritan, thought I could not better gain 
her favour than by introducing to her 
Grace all the objects that appeared to 
be worthy of her commiser ation. 
The porter, a surly Cerberus, who | 
had taken a dislike to the cut of my 
countenance, wishing me to commit 
myself, never instructed me of the error 
I was going to fall into, I therefore, 
on a morning fatal to my advancement, - 
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8 . | "bias she must pass to her car riage, l = 
those whose tales (for I took care to | 
hear their story as caterer to her Grace), | 
appeared to Pe simple ideas to merit 


looking woman, about the middle age; 
she told me that her husband was a gen- 


hut wWas now ruined by an over wecning 


was a plilanthropist from nature, and 
such was his sensibility and sympathy 
with the wretched, that he could not 
hear a tale of woe without reheving its 
: object : he therefore had often been the 
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2 in a Joathsome Prison, a dying martyr 
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ber nette £2 92950 4 Fo 
. The *first policy Was a genteel- 


tleman, WO once possessed a good estate, 


kindness for his fellow- creatures; he 


dupe of the artful and designing, bis 
fortune had wasted away by degrees, 
and when he had no longer money to 
serve others, or himself, he had lent his 
name to bills, the drawers had abscond- 
ed, and he was now laying m the ex- 
tremes of sorrow, want, and Hickness, 


/ * 


3 - | to 


| . | "6 the i Posttz0ns ef bach men, asd belts 
too credulous nature. The fame of tees N 
Grace's charities having reached them 
she had ventured to wait on her, in 
hopes she would, by her bounty, alle- 
viate the sufferings of the 8 of e 
and husbands. e ee e TS 
The second applicant was the chat 7 
_ teredfremains of an old Officer, having 
| literally but one Jeg and one eye; this? 
mutilated remnant of English valour 
had his face ornamented Wich nany de- 
predatory Scars. His case was a hard, 
though not an uncommon one: no 
longer able to fight the battles of his 
country, from age,  infirmities, and 
wounds badly healed, he was put on the 
half-pay list; having an aged partner 
and two orphan grandchildren to main- 
tain, he had been obliged to sell his 
half-pay to feed them, that could not 
be supported upon the small pittance of 
 forty-twg, pounds a-year | - Reduced to 
the extreme of poverty, his wife now 
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them, 


| ANDREW STUART. 
lay dying; and the infant legacy of a 
beloved son, who had expired by his 
side in a conflict for the liberties of 


Britain, were now suffering under the 


accumulated horrors of sickness, naked- 
ness, and famine. The veteran's request 


to her Grace was for a little immediate 


succour to sustain those dear relatives. 
The third applicant was a inost beau- 

tiful and fascinating young creature ; 

she was wrapped in a white muslin robe, 


vhich shewed to advantage her slender 


form. As I requested to know her cause 
of sorrow, she withdrew her charming 
face from my ardent gaze, pulled her 
straw bonnet over the finest pair of 


blue eyes I ever beheld, which were suf- 


fused with tears ; she answered me with 
much dignity, that her woes were of a 


nature that could not be disclosed to 
every person; to the feeling heart and 


delicate commiseration of the Duchess 
of Flintshire, She dared only entrust 


” Awed 


*. 
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„. Awed by her charms, and thes grace- 
ful manner in which she delivered her- 


self, I was silent. In a few minutes 


the Duchess entered the audience- room, 
and 1 advanced, with a self- approving 
bow, to introduce her mendicant levee, 
by saying those were unfortunate people 
whom the fame of her unbounded ge- 
nerosity and charity had brought to lax 
their sorrows at her feet, in hopes of 
having them alleviated by the munifi- 
cence of her Grace's disposition. 
Instead of reading in her counte- 
nance those looks of approval I thought 
my well- studied address deserved, I was 
thunderstruck at beholding the angry 
lightning that darted from her eyes, on _ 
your devoted servant. She stood in the _ 
middle of the apartment firm and erect, _ 
looking with haughty severity and frigid 
coldness on the humble suppliants, while 
she OY waved her Hand. for me to 
depart. „ 


« Astonished _ 
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AAstonished at her. manner, I was 

willing to witness the reception she g gave 
her petitioners ; therefore retired no far- | 
ther than an adjoining closet, where 1 

heard the elderly lady and the Officer 
repeat the story of their distresses.— As 
through my ignorance they had been 
admitted to her august presence, she 
was too prudent to forfeit her good 
name, by sending them away without 
listening to their complaints; when call- 
ing her usual hypocrisy to her aid, she 
assured them she was vastly concerned 
to hear of their mistortunes, but those 
sort of applications were so numerous, 
that she found her fortune very inade- 
quate to answer the various claims upon 
her sensibility. She would order in- 
quiries to be made into the truth of 
their stories; and, if she found their 
wants really such as they had described, 
he would do what she could for their 
kxclief. 


oy c They : 
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terested. i; e 
Having thrown herself on ber knees 


before the Duchess, who had seated her- 
self on a sofa, with folded palms and 
streaming eyes, she thus addressed her: 

| * Tentreat your Grace to excuse the 
temerity of a misguided, wretched, for- 
saken female, who dares to hope you 
will stretch out your hand to prevent 
her from plunging into yet greater guilt, 


” ANDREW sfUART. 89 
They retired with sighs of despair. 
Both the cases of those unfortunates 
called for instantaneous assistance to 
them delay was death. I began to see 
through the motive of her procrastina- 
tion; I much doubted if they would 
ever hear from her Grace more. I 
stepped after them, and clapped a crown 
into the hand of each; I heard them 
mutter a blessing, which I did not feel 
that my e eee I flew back 
on the wings of impatient curiosity to 
hear the story of the weeping beauty, 
by whose appearance ] was 80 much in- 


<> 
- 


— 


8 
& dos — 
7 8 — — 
* 
a A ; : Q 
a - 
* / 7 
d * 
” F ” | 


Rö ͤ˙ ² üꝛwà—ꝛ·ͤͤ˙—˙ oo TOES 


LAT ——— — | 8 q = \ * X 2 ” =» = — 1 1 : 8 5 — 
ng Ot ͤ ——— ge St 25D. PIC NEG EEE CC On RAT. CCC D 2 
8 5 2 — 2 * £ he ah FOES 3 F F 4 T7. 2 8 * — ads 
* — + 
* d * A 
* * 
a 
* . 2 
* * 
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to save from starving the innocent off 
spring of illicit love. To the sensi- 


bility, mercy, and philanthropy that are 
said to actuate the bosom of the Duchess 
of Flintshire, the penitent sinner dares 
appeal. She will feel for the unfor- 
tunate Amantha, and extend her bounty 
to save from future shame, or a prema- 
ture death, the victim of artful dupli- 
city and avaricious cruelty.” 
Arise, and proceed in your story, 


young woman, without any further cir- 
cumlocution, ” interrupted the Duchess; 
whose scowling brow exhibited none of 


those lovely traits that the charming 
Amantha had supposed inhabited her 
heart. She seemed to have lost the 
small portion of courage she had com- 


| menced with, depressed by the haughty 


and repelling glances of - her statel * 
auditor. | 
© Appearing stil to latter herself with 


receiving the relief her desperate situa- 


tion d. however un gracious] y 
- N it 
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it might be conferred, she struggled 


with her wounded pride, and yielded to | 


the dire necessity that compelled her to 


speak; for I observed a transient bluse 


pass over her pale clieek, and she lifted 


up her fine eyes as much as to say, to 


427 


what indignity have I exposed myself! 
I was so lost in hearing, and gazing at 


this most interesting creature, I do not 
think a trumpet applied to my ear would 
have roused me. After a short pause, 
she, with much eloquence, thus address- 5 


ed the Duchess :—- Fs : 

I cannot take the liberty of mc 
ing your Grace to hear me repeat the 
whole of my sad story; ; though con- 
scious the recounting it at length can 
alone form some exculpation for my 
conduct, and palliate those errors I have 
been induced to commit. To excuse 
them altogether, J know, is impossible; 


I will therefore lightly touch on 

the nefarious plots that were laid to 

entrap me, by those from whom I had a 
right : 


. 
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right to expect protection. In my un- 


? for tunate case, the laws of religion, ho- 


nour, and hospitality were all out- 
raged. | . | 5 
« Fearful I might not 2 ths ho- 


nour of being admitted to your presence, 


I devoted last night to the throwing 


together, on paper, the heads of my 


unhappy story; I will now take the li- 
berty of leaving it with your Grace, 
and if, on the perusal, it should merit 
your commiseration, I shall flatter my- 
self with the hopes of hearing from you, 


as my urgent necessity for immediate 
relief will be there explained. She then 


laid a sealed packet on the table, saying 


it contained her direction. | 
- **© The Duchess, who had oleerved her 


while speaking, with a scrutiuizing, and 


I thought a malignant eye, said coolly ; 


when she had perused her memorial, if 
it was of such a nature as she thought 
the Duchess of Flintshire ought to re- 


p42 she should hear from her. 
| 9 Amantha, | 


—— 
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„Amantha, curtsying respectfully, 
now left the room. I was so interested 
about this young creature, that I knew. 
not how to act. Whether the relief she 
so ardently solicited was money or pro- 
tection, whatever was the nature of her 
complaints, I feared they would not be 

relieved by the sympathetic charity of 
the Duchess Dowager of Flintshire. — 
Leaving my hiding g place, I followed her 
down stairs, per es her apply her 
handkerchief to her eyes, and by the 
time she reached the hall, she appeared 
quite overcome by her varied feelings. 
I feared she would faint ; handing 555 
a chair, I ran to my room to procure a 
glass of Madeira; I presented it to her 
with all the respect I really felt for her 
sex and misfortunes. After much per- 
suasion, she was prevailed on to swallow oy 
it; she seemed renovated, and thanked © 
me with much condescending sweetness. : 
Emboldened by her manner, 1 ventured 
7 wg i 
„ Madam, 
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94 ANDREW STUART. 


Madam, are your woes of a nature 
that such a trifle as I can offer to your 
acceptance will afford present relief? 
She viewed me while I spoke, with a 


look in which gratitude, surprise, and 


doubt were evident. 


I assure you I mean no offence, but 
to present what I am well able to spare.“ 
— After a pause, she thanked me for my 


good intentions, gaid she should ever re- 
member them with gratitude, but civilly 


— 


declined accepting any pecuniary fa- 


vour. Still supposing it was false pride 
that would not permit her to receive an 
obligation from a person in my s7u94- 
tion, when she arose to depart, I slipped 
a guinea into one of her gloves as I pre- 
sented them to her, and opening the 


door, was most anxious for her leaving 


the house before She discovered the im- 
position. 

233 hardly know to what motive to 
assign it, my dear Sir, but I never felt 
so cheerful and r in my life as 1 


4 : 0 did 
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did that morning; I blessed the card- 


money I had received the night before, 
that had enabled me thus to bestow my 
mite on the unfortunate; for though it 
was a small assistance, it might empower 
them to rub on till something better o- 
curred; and, in desperate cases, to gain 


time is every thing, you know.“. 
Mr. Henry, I admire your philan- 
thropy, and sincerely rejoice that your 
exalted situation, since you came upon 


the town, has not, by enlightening your 


understanding, hardened your heart 


against the woes of your fellow- crea- 


tures; for J am well assured that Dame 
Nature formed that heart from her very 
best materials. 

am most thankful, Sir, for your 
gogd opinion. I hope I am not quite 
Spoiled, only a little case-hardened ; for 
who can touch * pitch, and not be de- 
tiled?” At Rome we must do as the 


Romans do; and when a man loses his 


Situation for acting according to his 
conscience, 


3 


— 


— 
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ence. it is not miraculogs that he 


» Þ 


rand with true 1 wor hills: n, e as 
TI ganngt say much for the justice of 
Jour inferences. You have told your 
Starys of, Amantha with such natural 
naiuelé, that I feel myself greatly inte- 
xested in her fate, curious to peruse 
ber nar ratix e and know 0 nature of 
her sorrows. | 

Just 80 L felt my Wn oe pon honour ; $ 
aud as a capy.. of the manuscript is now 
in my possession, you Shall assuredly be 
gratiſied by a peep at it. 

thank you ; but may FJ take the 
liberty of .asking how you came to ob- 
tain what appears to me not intended 
for your perusal?“ | 

„ Why, by a method a not 3 cor- 
wot. I acknowledge ; ; but that will be 
explained as I proceed. As soon as 
Amantha had left the house, being eager 
to observe how the Duchess would act, 
re- 
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with much attention ; when she bad 
finished, shé laid it down, exclaimini 


aloud—** A mighty fine, inflated, m. 


up story of a proud, saucy minx, and 


Þ returned to the closet of frag in- 
formation. I perceived Her reading | 


her wrongs and her sufferings. Tam + 


sure I shall not add another sixpence 
to the one she calls her last, to encou- 
rage vice, by suppor ting and counte- 


nancing an abandoned creature and her 


illegitimate offspring. I think the bro- 
ther of her paramour acted very right, 


to divide him from so improper a con- 
nection. An artful being, sueh as 
this girl appears, might have drawn him 


in to disgrace his family, and ruin him- 


self, by marrying her. I dare say the 
whole story is fabricated purposely to 


-impose upon my feelings; for she has 
sedulously avoided mentioning any 
names. As to her pretensions to deli- 


cacy, and honour, and virtue, it is most 
laughably ridiculous. If she really has 


vox. E „ 


* 


. 
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had an'offer. from a man of fortune and 
fashion; What should prevent her ac- 
cepting it? She cannot be worse than 
she is «coins; ! shall 4 e wk 0 
dung for her.” 
My curiosity was raised to the ut- 
| his by this apostrophe of her Grace; 
I longed to see those precious docu- 
ments. At this instant she quitted the 
room; I heard her bell ring violently, 
and I was summoned to her Et, 
when she thus addressed me : | 
How, Hopeful, dared you take the 
bidet of introducing into my presenee 
that set of -dowbtful characters, with 
= whose complaints I have been pestered 


| : this whole morning ?—I thought you 
i had been cured of such inexcusable 
mistakes, when you were sent on: 

Lord.Fellacre's.” 155 e l 


I beg pardon, art n 
it did not appear to me a similar ease. 
To the Viscount I introduced a ar- 
boomen: that was, no doubt, an unwel- 
8 F £ come 


24 


ANDREW rams Tt 99 
| come guestt it the state of his\4hen des 
 rangedfinanoces;; but toſpresent to tha u 
perlatively; charitable; generous, feeling 
Duchess {of Flintshire real objects of: dis> 
tress, Whose woes her susceptibilt 
must commiscrates her pity alleviate, | 
and her bounty relieve, KY thought was 
performing a. most meritorious action; 38 
one that could not fail gaining me her 
agplayse-and ec e liches 
For the sake of her 3 anni 
she would not appear to quarrel with 
me for the present offonce; added to 
this, she chose to take as a compliment 
my ironical answer. She ther efore in- 
formed me she should, for. this time, 
pardon my error in judgment; but, if 
ever I committed a mistake of the kind 
agam, I should instantly quit her fa- | 
mily ; adding—** Though I may, and 
am! actuated / by those praise orthy | 
Sensations You: suppose, yet it is a rule 


with me never to see or relieve the nu- 


merons- mendicants that crowd my door, 
„ %s „ without 


41 
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- without they are recommended, as Wor- 
thy my notice, by those friends on 
whose judgment I can depend.” 
I E promised in future to be more cir- : 
cumspeet, and was then dismissed from 
her oy esence. 


*.. < 


CHAP. VIL 


\ 


ce 5 , | | | : $4 ae 
3 1 \COULD think of nothing but the 
unfortunate Amantha ; I was dying 
with curiosity to see her manuseript. 
E had taken notice where it was depo-. 

sited by the Duchess— my hopes rested 
on her not having locked the drawer; 
for as soon as she had read ãt ) she left the 
room, to wreak en me een 

ee ee ALE ae tf eit W Ob beit tl. 
1 VE ns ON. hs waited | 
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I Waited with extreme impatience 25 
to hear her chariot drive from the door. 
] flew to the spot; the key was in the 


secretary; J rejoiced at finding the pre- 
cious memorial; Iseized it with avidity, 
carried it to my own room, for 1 


* 
knew 


I was secure of her Grace's not return 


ing for two hours; I sat down to devour 
its contents. Pon my soul, Sir, it made 
me blubber like a school boy; E-wetted 
the paper with my tears, yet I had be- 

held the Duchess Dowager of Fligtshire 

peruse a recital of woes that made my 
firm nerves shudder, and keep the co- 
lour of ker cheek ! Oh! how I rejoiced = 


at my stratagem of dropping the guinea | : 


into her glove—my good genius surely 


put that scheme into my head, to save 


* 


from dratruction a Fenn — 45 
woman. | Ri 
11 den it was 888 quite e 


5 but, pon | honour, 1 could not helps 
' taking a copy of the affecting story 


that had made 30 strong an impression 
Bin 1 c ; 1 F 4 | on upon 


s 


— 
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＋ 


upon an- feclings z bking 4a o0tdlertble 
bribe; II soon executed myxantentiot 
anch festored the original tot its place, 
before tlie Dowager returned! On the 
nent morning she sent for me to her 
Wels room) and bade me leuve that 
packet where it was directed, and come 
way nee as it aka MO | 
10. 1 Wecckve this commission with 
pleasure, as I knew by the address it 
was for Amantha; for whom, since 1 
had read. her story, I was become highly 
interested. I beg, Sir, you will not sup- 
bose my conduct actuated by any im- 
proper ideas, because I express myself 
thus warmly; for, pon honour, I felt 
only for that unfortunate young lady 
the most profound respect. There was 
something so awful in her sorrow, if I 
map so express it, that drove all the bad 
passions from my heart: 1 could have 
gone a hundred miles, bare- foot, to have 


saved and protected her from insult- 
_ OR NE, After oF 


R * 
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60 After what Lihad heard the Duchess 


ca on reading the memorial, Iwas well 
assured she had not sent her a Shilling. 


J longed once more to see Amanthaz 


but I knew not how to act; if she hag 


found my trifling douceur in the gloye; 


T1 feared from one in my situation she 


would not accept it; but when I. re- 


flected how desperate was her case at 
the time it was presented, bo could not 


| jelp, entertaining u better opinion f 


her good sense, than to suppoge she 


would not, avail herself of the , and 
nv the donor. 3 332519300 
NES. therefore. rezolved 10 make an 
effort once more to see and serve hex. 


W hen J Lknogked a at the door, 1 trembled 


1 


Fan opening oe 1 rains Fs ow 1 


mistress, saying I came from the Du- 

chess of Flintshire; this Was a passport 
to her presence, and I was: shewn, intp 
2 small neat room on the ſirsttflogreg- 


Amantha sat 08,4 so und held Bacher 
10110 „% lap i 
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Ep the most Angelic, lovely child /I ever 
beheld, that appeared about four years 
ot, age, whom she was teaching to read. 

a On lifting up her eyes, for I. Was 
| 28 announced, she coldured highly. 
With a profound bow, I presented my 
credentials; ; on opening it, her own ma- 
nuscript fell on the. ground; 1 picked it 
up, and laid it upon the table before her; 
she per ceived me not while I viewed her 
Varying countenance, which, bec ame 
deadly pale as she per used the small note 
from the Duchess; crushing it in her 
hind; a glowi ing flush covered her face 
and neck, as she DU Bs a WP + 
Unfeeling woman, hard of heart 'Y 
"Gi you the virtues of Sympathy, com- 
passion, and charity are chimeras - they 
cannot assimilate with such a being! 
thou hast not a soul capable of re- 
eving the woes of humanity—the god-| 
like attribute of mercy, which makes 
the creature resemble his Creator, 3 is not 
— | e 
5 0 While 
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e While” she thus abet op K 
stood silefit and con founded; be Ap. 
peared” unconseious of my presente; 


clasping her infant to her besoin, the © 


F147 (Ati 1159 8 


continued 
Send tte to the Fouftling let 
myell to the Magdalen indufting = 
woman! never, never Will 'f #6takks 
thee, my child. I will labour for these, 
beg for thee, starve with thee, die wit 
thee, do every thing bit part with theg 
—nothing this Side eternity Shall rey we 
thee from the circling arms of thy 
wretched mother Fo 5. 
Here the agony of her elite 
appeared to subside, by the caresses of 
her innocent prattler, whose lovely face 
ske bathed with' tears, which. the sweet 
girl-wiped off with her frock; and, as“ 
szbie clung round the neck of her parent, 
lokingat me with affright, said-—- 
90 away, you naughty man „ that 
ate come to Kill! _ dear Mime U ill 
: crying! 74 i 
gh 'f Ly N „ Ko This 7 


R 


106 
base Thiadd ess arbulgedeAmiliſthas cnjra 


how Seemed;(for the first time do reeol⸗ 
lect-thinch persoh⁰⁵⁰ had been present at 


| 
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til Zhamghiatingicecene ; but hen her 
eyes met mine; and ishe saw them _ 


 withitears; she thus spoke: 2 10. s 


S Godot young man, aenihivenre 


nessect the ebullitions of my wounded 


frelings, that my sufferings, irritateckby 
bverwerning power and ungracious in- 


Sult, have forced from my hursting 
heart. But it is no matter; Lam con- 
Finced? you; cannot make an improper 
use of what you have heard. ILram 


happy to see, and thank you för the 


relief your generous pity afforded; and 


the delicate method you employed to 
serve me, when false pride bade me re- 


ect your assistance. i Of Sn iq 
SutekKnov then, for to a nature noble 


as your's it wilb afford unalloyed plea- 
ure, that your present (Which I found! 
not till returned here, having in / my = 
State/0f- xdiptizction;camied gn 


\ 
2 — 
5 7 P + 1 
£731) 1 my 


| ANDREW START. % 
my amid) has 8aved the Hfe of myself and 5 
chien Ne perhaps the soul 
of one, for L had ared eto meditate; self. 
destructiom : IL murmured against the 
inflictions of the Almighty—T said, 1 
am forsaken, wronged, and abandoned 
by my fellow- creatures. In this great 
city, where thousands are squandered in 
the luxuries of life, to pamper the vi- 
tiated appetites of its inhabitants, I and 
my infant are left to perish for want of 
the mere means of existence refuse | 


even the crumbs that fall n my rich 8 5 | 


man's table !? 5 
4 While thus 1 had ah ni 
ching) to doubt the justice of my Maker 
_ to arraign the humanity. of my species 
to absolve hope, to nurture. black de- 
spair, Emma, who had been playing with 
my gloves, produced a guinea, calling 
on me to look at the pretty pocket- 
Piece. Astonished and confoundedz:/T 
viewed this phenomenon ;- at length my 
suspicion fell on you; I! gecbllected 
+ Vin v6. 2 ; „35 


T7068 Amp froarwy. 3 
vouf modest offers of Assistance änd 
my proud rejection, for sueh I confess 
it was; because you was à dependant; I 
could not bear to owe you an obligation, 
though I meanly solicited the bounty 
'6f the unfeeling Duchess of Flintshire'! 
I felt ashamed of my folly; I 
e deeply humiliated, at my un- 
grateful conduct to you, and resolved 
do accept the offering of commiseration 
from the bosom of sympathy. I view- 
ed, as the presage of changing fortune, 
the occurrences of that day, convinced 
that God, having purited my heart in 
the school of affliction, was about re- 
storing the sorrowing penitent to his 
favout. I knelt and implored his par- 
don for my murmuring and despair, 
at the instant he had Wird me a friend 
to snatch me from perdition. I so- 
lemnnly vowed to despond no more, but 
bear, with the fortitude becoming a 
Christian, the woes J yet een be fated 
to endlure. 0 Tail 33 4+ 4 19 111116 2 
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INV Tart Ap 
„ L-arone- from my, knees; with, my = 
turbid phssions tranquillized, My, ming 
softened hy the vow. I had made; hope 
again revisited the bosom it had so long = 
deserted. I was in this happy tempera- 
ture when this paper (holding. out her 
Grace's note) tore open my starce skin- 
ned wounds, and, by the unwomanly 
offers it contains, renewed all my for- 
zonizing pangs.— Read it, Sir, 
you have a right to my confidence; I 
hope its contents will palliate; if not 
wholly excuse, the frenzicat behaviour 
it oc sbοn,Ltll . fy 
As it trungly impressed my mini, 
1 think 1 can pretty correctly reeite its 
contents, "TOP were to this effect: 


THIFT Y . wo 
WELLES I l 4 
2 The Duebers Deuser of er 
' retur usthe memorial of Amantha, Which, 
she must observe, has but little appear- 
22 ance of being founded on facts ta re- 
commend tt to her notice, not one of 
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mm. | | ANDREW STUKRTS— | 
thy pergons' names allided:toibein g men- 
toned; by which its validity might be 


ascertamed; but that is of no cons: 


quence to the Duchess of Flintshire, 
che should never think of robbing the 


chaste wife; or virtuous maiden; of any 
part of that sum, by her appropriated 
touͤeir sole use, to countenance and 
support a wilfully abandoned woman; 


and the offspring of an illicit connection 


All-the Duchess of Flintshire can think 
of doing in Amantha's case is, beinged 
supporter of those charities, to get her 
child received into the Foundling; and 


: herself given an opportunity of repont- 
ante and amendment, by being placed 


in the Magdalen Hospital; from whence; 
after her time of probation, she might; 
if she acted properly, be us ge 2 


10 me ws mt e 14} 01 
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let, Pon nt Sir, I blushed-forithe 
meanness of this e ;Duchess's 


A . avarice 


being her banker, till she heard from her 


AWDUKEW. rA. = "my 


avarice.cantoicoubltyys „Tereturnedd this 


note with a respecttal bow, and aszured 


 Amanthacthat no nation of mylife had 


ever given me iso much real pleasure as 
having iserved eher; that I hoped she 
would: continue me the gratification: of 


friends, or was otherwise provided for; 


when she might repay me with intenest,. : 


if she would not condescend to owe:;a 
favour to an humble donor. I aggured = 
ber I could not be hurt by the offer 
made, having a very handsome remu- 
neration for my situation in the farhily ; 
of this flinty Dnc hiess. e 
5% then laid my purse a the 
table, into which I had previously put 
8 J entreated her to maxe 

fits contents; and, if she would 
in inf uture command my services, I should 


be highly flattered by the honour. Se 
turned upon me her humid eyes, with a 


look of such expression that I shall 
never Hergen Ir * beamed refulgent 


| 90118 77 78 with 
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with surprise, piety;. and ene A 
She replied 1/0500) © hol 1160, INT 
Dy No, Sir, I cannot: * this money 
nov, because, for a little longer, I can 
- dodyithout it; but be assured I do not 
refuse your generous offer from any re- 
luctance to owe another favour to one 
whom I shall ever glory, whatever may 
be my future fate in life, to confess 
those obligations I have already re- 
ceived: My gratitude will only end 
with that existence which your well 
timed bounty has prolonged.” 
14 FE dared not further urge this er 
minded woman, but th smeere regret 
replaced the purse in my pocket, took 
à respectful leave of Amantha and het 
beloved littie cherub, fully resolved to 
be a spy on her actions, and relieve wor 
1 6 eee ob herself, ĩ 19134; 
. am 50 interested, Mr. FO 
N your fair favourite, that I must 
entreat a siglit of her memorial. I hope 
thas is mot an . 


Vu | Lare 
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have observed that it contains no names 
that can lead to a discovery of the par- 
ties concerned, Was J, by an improper Ty 
curiosity, to attempt developing the 
mystery over which her bee _ 
drawn a veil. OG 2288 eee 
„Well, "0 1 Shall see it; ne 
1 | goes nearly to exculpate her, and 
throw the odium on those to whom it 
alone belongs. But you must promise 
that, when perused, you wilhreturn it; 
for 1 would not part with chis faithful 
transcript of the wrongs of Amantha, 
for any sum you could offer; though. 
begin to know the value of money, as 
you have witnessed,” „ he "_ en 
significantly. 1 
 of*:D, gave woe a ann assurance 16 
retur ning his highly valued manu- 
«cnt, and. it was most certainly my 


intention; but my hasty N 2 8 a 


cluded me from keeping my Wörd, an 
being in my waistcoat-porket” When 
vas hurried. On board, it is bow. ale ins” 


. „ > oi, 
rr 
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my. posscssion. Should 1 aa 
return to Britain, and ean find bout this 
wWorthy fellow, I will certainly restore 
it to him. This is che decemtche gives 
of himself: — 76 ed 
His Saber had we a Haba. 
in one of the northern counties of Eng- 
land; and he had received a good clas- 
Sea] education through the Curate's 
friendship, who thought him a young 
man of some promise, and that, by cul- 
tivating his talents, he might be pre- 
served from the drudgery of manual 
labour. His parents dying, he speeded 
to the great city, to make his fortune, 
hoping to gain employment as tutor in 
an eee or. 15 e to some 
„ ee E his dd 1065 enden ee 
Wine no interest, and the very little 
money he brought with him being ex- 
hausted, forlorn and desponding. he 
met with a young fellow who had been 
eee and was now a d abble't 
416113 
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the \gontleman of a Nobleman of high 


rank! He spoke in raptures of His 
Waben lucrative, and inddlentt 
situation, warmly recommended the 
party- coloured profession to His friend) 
offering to procure him an establishment 
directly, saying there was no doubt, if he 
minded his its, wuch a fine, well grown, 
handsome fellow, might soon make his 
fortune, between the kindnesses of 
wives, dowagers, and spinster s. 
This flattering proposal was not to 
ee by a young man of twenty, 


vith all his passions and appetites in 


their full force; and no other means ap- 
pearing of gratifying them. Thus, to 
use his own favourite phrase, he entered 

upon the om, and accepted a situation 7 
with Viscount Fellacre: 8 
When I met him at my sister 8, he 
* been five years on the wu, in 
which period he had met with numerous 
Situations; good, bad, and indifferent. 

Ace from Nature received S- 


. 5 ceptible 
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ceptible heart, and a good understand- 
ing. From the worthy Curate's in- 
structions he had imbibed the principles 
of religion and honesty ; but having the 


misfortune to be early thrown into the 


houses of the dissipated great, he ac- 


quired many of their follies. and was be- 


come a servile imitator of their vices. 
His charity, faith, and honesty sunk 


under the force of ridicule from his 


_ equals, and the bad example of his su- 


periors. From his associates in office 
he learned to be avaricious ;. by the 


flattery of women, he was taught to be 
vain of his personal qualifications ; this 


engendered conceit, which produced that 
unnatural . Aﬀectation : F 
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0 INQUIRED ir he-ever aghin yaw 
Amantha, and if he could tell . Was 
now become of her. 5 


xv 


could not have rested if I had left Me 


for the delicaey of her situation, and 
the mortification it must be to a woman 
of her spirit, to accept the means of ex- 


istence from one who was himself de- 
pending upon others. I therefore 


thought of a hundred contrivances to 
supply her wants in a way that she 
Should not mistr ust me as her benefactor. 
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Most certainly, Sir, 1 did . * 


in the distress I was well assured, from 
her manuseript, she must be in. . felt 
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At length I fell upon one 15 thought 
would succeed. tt 1015 f bl Hens! 
552I ee anonymous letter, as 
from a lady of fashion, saying that her 
case had been mentioned by the Duchess 
of Flintshire, that she .commisexated her 
misfortunes, and requested she would 
accept the enclosed trifle, Which would 
be sent in a blank cover, every Monday 
morning, till she should cause to be 
inserted an advertisement in the Morn- 
ing Herald, saying that Amäntha no 
longer could be benefited by the assist“ 
ance of Z. Z. — In this T enclosed à halt- 
guinea; FOG; would have matle it a whole 
one, but I feared in that case she re 
not have accepted the donation.” 
I am certain she e me as 
the author of this deception. She sent 
for, and questioned me on the subject; 
but J most decidedly and positively de- 
nied knowing any thing of the eircum- 
stance to which she alluded. I his pre- 
n her from * the paltry 


SUM 
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um / and I was made happy, 1 because, . 
though it was not much; it kept off 
actual want. I am sure Heaven blessed 
the gift, for I never missed it; nor 
should T have grudged the donation * 
had it been continued for a Whole year-. 
At the end of two months 1 en this 

advertisement: | ts 31310909908 - 
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118 Amantha, her heart overflowing 


with gratitude, acquaints her anony- 


longer any occasion to receive her boun- 


ty, having, through the support it af- 


forded her, been enabled to conduct 
herself with that propriety, Which has 
occasioned her to receive an ample re- 
ward 1. all ber e Une adt 
1th I Was in the country ITS! I flew,. OM 

my return to town, to the lodgings. 
e e by Amantha, and was. 
. „ informed : 


* 
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informed by the mistress of the house, 
that she had discharged and quitted 
them, six weeks before. I could gain 
no other information; to this woman 
she had always been known by a ficti- 
tious name, and as a young widow; and 
of course, whatever was her present 
situation, she. chose to leave those apart - 
ments under her assumed character. 

I was quite miserable at not being 
able to discover how she was disposed 
of; in a few days I was gratified, being 
honoured with a most charming letter 
from her, acquainting me that a gentle- 

man, who had long pursued her with 

AD illicit views, convinced of her honour, 
rectitude of conduct, and goodness of 
heart, by her persevering endurance of all 

the horrors of povezty, rather than listen 

5 to those offers of opulence that were to 
= sink her yet lower in her own estima- 
tion, had proftered, with unparalleled 
| Nenerosity „to reward her long-tried 
sufferin gs, 


ANDBDF/STHARTs— 1817 
sullerings,; by making.herhis, . ifa al. 


t9,, become,,a fa 12 
had aceepted bis hand, w 
| tiopate,, generous, and —_ * ol 


lin S1 


for, him the utmost gratitude, , and 


highest esteem for his many ,estimable;: 


| qualities, particularly. for his, tendeg,ando 
paternal attention to her beloved Emma, 


who was. proud of, and happy with her 
dear new papa; it being her husband's 
wish that the former part of her Wr ongs 


and sufferings should be buried in ob- 


livion.. Io do this ettectually, they Wers 
then pr epar ing to leav e England tor a few 
Me 9 

SEAL her retur n, She should be tr uly. 

rejoiced to  haye an opportunity of. 
Shewing her high sense of the obliga · 
tions I had confer red upon, her; acknow- 


3 ts 


ledged that she was not deceived by the + 


signature of Z. Z. well knowing to whose , 
friendly and unpr recedented_ commisera- 
tion She, Was indebted tor the existence 
of her Self and her beloved infant, and 
Vol. III. . who 


to her ld . bens 
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who che felt was ultimately the cause of 
her present happiness. 
In the packet was Wade 
pound Bank bill, thus returning to me 
the principal and cent. per cent. interest 
for the money I had advanced. This 
mortified my pride, because it robbed 
ut of the pleasure 1 felt in bestowing 
3 TI still, however, comforted my elk 
| 455 the idea that I had been the hum- 
ble means of so much virtue being re- 
 warded ; for Amantha was virtuous in 
the real sense of the word, notwith- 
standing her early misfortune, and 1 
am convinced you will be of my opi- 
nion when you have perused her 
story. 1 : ; 
lt must indeed, Mr. Henry, give 
you infinite satisfaction to reflect on $0 
praiseworthy an action, the perform- | 
ance of which I could envy you; for 
the man who has done one such in the 
course of his life, might plead it in ex- 
5 tenuation for a thousand peceadiioes, 
„„ > I OT So aud 


0 odd claim a pardon for all his youthful 


er rors and follies. ” | 
2 am very glad, my 55 * NS 


think so, for if announced to them, it 

would have appeared in a quite different 

point of view to my high and mighty pro- 
tectors ; my avowed partiality for, and 
wish to serve what they denominated 


doubtful characters, if I had not amend- 


ed, by their example, the folly. of my 
ways, L should have soon been sheun 


the outside of their doors, as a fellow 
who had the insolent assumption to sup 


pose himself more just, generous, cha- 
ritable, and sensible than his superiors. 
These are faults of a heinous na- 
ture; the reality, or even appearance 
of which, are never in an inferior to be 


forgiven. They had occasioned me to 


be looked on in a very unfavourable - 


point of view by the Duchess Dowager 
of Flintshire, ever since the morning IL 


have bet. when I introduced to 3 
ber the mendicant levec. Nothing N 
5 x 62 . 


ANDREW STUART, 128 - 8 


ö 
: 1 4 
g ; 

4 

1 
{ 
1 
2 
77 
1 
* 
1 
i. 
: oY 
* 


124 ANDREW STUART. 


retained me in my situation about her 
person, but my having a tolerable ſigure 
- that measured nearly six feet ; but even 
this indispensible recommendation to 
her favour did not avail me, when, in 
an unfortunate moment, I received from 
the hands of a venerable looking Cler- 
gyman, and presented to her, as I 
thought, a letter, but it happened to 
inclose proposals for a- subscription to 
two octavo volumes of sermons, which 
he begged the honour of dedicating 0 
her Grace. As this was delivered into 
her hands, she was obliged to set her 
name to the list. This ont fault, as 
she had threatened, occasioned me to 
receive my congé. | 

The Dowager, in a rage, ordered 
her fac-totum, ah my avowed enemy, 
Mr. Snarl, the steward, to discharge my 
demands, which he did immediately, 
informing me in most courtly lang uage 
that my future services ele dis- 
pensed with by her Grace. 
ö ET 
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25 Knowing her character, I was nel- 


| = surprised nor grieved at this event ; 


for nothing but my interest, which I 
was just begirining to understand, could 


have retained me a week in a family, 


whose mistress I thoroughly despised : 


for her hypocrisy, avarice, meanness, 


and hardness of heart. 


ties; for of what consequence could it 


84. 


We Give me -leave to "tad your 
© nar rative, by 1 inquiring what you meant 
by the assertion, that the Duchess re- 


tained you for your personal quali- 


be to her, if you were attentive, civil, 
intelligent, and useful, whether you 


were tall or short, brown or fair, ugly 


or bandsome ?” 


Ohl a great deal; three parts of 
the situations I have filled since I came 
upon the town, would never have been 


mine, had I been a little, short, clumsy, 


ill-favoured fellow. The great world, 
my good Sir, are guided by appearances ; 
to tua they SACT ifice ease, pleasure, and 


| 09: fortune; ; 
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Fortune; even their vassals must contri- 1 
| bate to add by their exterior, to the 
b of their well- appointed me- 
lunge. There's the Earl of Dapper wit, 
who is the exact prototype of a ninepin, 
has a measure placed in his hall, and 
his - attendants must -attain wha at he. ; 
- _ deems the unique standard; or, what- 
ever their merits or talents * the of- 
flces they wish to serve, they will meet 
a positive rejection from his g Lord- 
3 3 
I am well assured my 8 figure 
retained me as an appendage to the 
| Duchess, to gratify her vanity, and 
: prevent my coming into the possession 
of her very dear friend, Lady Harriet 
'*  * Hellebore, whom she mortally Hated, 
© and who had long cast an eye of desire 
upon your humble servant; for though 
she kept only a sedan- chair, the moital 
selected to perambulate before it, must 
: be quite comme il aut. She could not 
N abate one inch of s six feet in his height. 
I I was. 
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. just the criterion in both respects, 
: therefore suited her Ladyship' $s taste? 
she always requested if, at any time, 8 
her Grace chose to part with me, e 
might have the refusal of s 80 delectable £ 
an Ane 1 | PET 0 
After having Wade n my boch to bes 
Grace of Flintshire, I paid my devoirs 
at the ruelle of Lady Harriet Hellebore, 
who was an upr ight spinster of sixty. 
My demands were high, as a remunera- 
tion of my services, for I foresaw hard 
duty, from her caprice and ill-temper; 
but to satisfy her own vanity, and vex 
and mortify her bosom- friend, the 
dear Dowager Duchess, she complied 
with them without a single murmur, 
and I was instituted into my new of- 
tice, with all the perquisites and immu- 
nities thereunto belonging, with only 
this drawback, that it was expected 1 
should farm all the expences attending 
her weekly parties, and more splendid 
Touts, out of the card-money I Should 
G4 "D receive; 
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receive; that is, I was 40 find Wax- 
lights, refreshments, W 
Stop, stop, Mr. Henry, vou are 
certainly running into the regions of 
romance; it is impossible for me to sup- 
| Pose that a woman of birth, con: Sequence, 
and fortune, could descend to such 
meanness, or commit herself, by so de- 
grading a conduct, to the just sarcasms 
of a discarded domestic.“ 

„Sir, I excuse your scepticism, 
arising from that lack of worldly know- 
ledge I have perceived by all your ques- 
tions, since 1 have had the honour of 
conve- ing with you. But rest assured 
that mine is a simple recital of a mere, 
matter of fact, well known as a common 
85 practice in the fashionable world. It 
would not be possible, without this sort 
| of management, to aid their establish- 
ment, ang prop their consequence, for 

widows with mediocre jointures, and 
maiden ladies, of high birth and small 


fortunes, to mix in that society, and N 
5 e 1 partake 0 
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partake 3 in those frivolous. amusements, 
for which alone they are fitted 99. mind, 

_ educ ation, and taste. 

Fou may therefore believe me when 
Lassert, pon honour, that Lady. Harriet 
Hellebore was not at all singular in this 
arrangement; for though indecorous, it 
was by no means uncommon, being qus- 
tified by the usages of her numerous qua- 
lity friends! If this little tonish peccadillo 
disg usts you, what will you say, when 
intormed that the Countess of blubber, 

+ bearded like a pard, her head covered 
with the snows of sixty winters, or na- 
mented, like an ox for the Sacrifice, 
with wreaths of never-fading roses, lends 8 
her name and house to a Croupier, to 
establish a Faro Bank, to initiate into 

the arcana of gaming the young and : 

unwary of both sexes ; at whose org 1 
this antiquated Sybil presides, and con- 

descends to receive a premium of fifth | 
guineas a night, for these nefarioij 
| transactions ! 15 | SL 1 5 > 
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"EK: Don't shake your” head, "iy deat 

Sir these are incontrovertible tritisms, 
well known to the public, which are 

x imitated and followed by her equally. 

notorious and less exalted acquaintance, 
Mrs. Shuffle, Mrs. Strombolo, Miss 
Tripwell, and half a thousand et ceteras 
of less consequence, but equally blame- 
able; over whose proceedings the eagle 
dhe law has long hovered with ex- 
panded wings, and will one e day pounce 
upon his devoted victims! 3 
Men I entered upon my situation 
in the family of. Lady Harriet, she or- 
dered me, on pain of her everlasting 
displeasur e, not to admit to her presence 
_ doubtful characters. I was at a loss to 
guess to whom the spinster affixed that 
: epithet, that had already been so dan- 
. gerous to my interest. She was too 
"= prudent to fear harpooners ; her propen- 
. ity to griping, avaricious penury, was 

too well known for her to be troubled 
with mendicant petitioners ; she felt no 
5 | | r 
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compunctious visitings in her steel-en- 55 
vironed bosom for the woes of mortality; Þ 
nor had she any ambition to be ouppoxed- 
an alms-giver, a patroness of mental E 
excellence, or a charitable contributor 1 Is 
to e the bodily. infirmities on her 5 
Species. b 2 ; 
« Here sur dy; e to your * 1 g 
8cription of Lady Harriet, you were not | 
likely to commit an error of Judgment, 
by intr oducing 1 improper g guests. 5 
Alas! Sir, you are once more mis- 
5 taken; for J again became the victim 
of my ignorance, in not being able to 
decipher the various passions and pro- 
pensities that actuated the hearts of 
those personages to whom it was my un- | 
fortunate eite to be annere... t 
When I had resided about half a2 
year with Lady Harriet, one morning 
in passing through the hall, it was mm; 
ill luek to open the door to a lady anfl! 
three lovely children. They had the | F = 
. e of what, by gentlemun in 
ES ODS bd TE 
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my Situation, is called Shabby g genteel. 
In the face of the mother, for so I sup- 
posed her to be, were the visible remains 
of beauty : but care and | Sorrow had 
traced strong lines, that shadowed it 
with the appearance of e old 
age. | | 
With a look of mild grief, i I 
could never reject, she inquired. for 
Lady Harriet Hellebore, entreating to 
be admitted to her' immediately. I 
asked whom I should announce ? She 
said, No matter, young man, for 1 my 
name; it will not be a passport to her 
Ladlyship. — I was doubtful how to act, 
but Lady Harriet having, at break- 
fast, given no orders for not being at 
home, I ushered in, sans ceremonte, this 
interesting group. The contracted 
brow, the stare of astonishment, the an- 
nihilating frown, the appalling exple- 
tives of, How dare you force your- 
self into my presence „Which of my 
poopie had the ag (Rs to let you 


249. Fr 


in? 


eg 


ANDREW STUART. 85 136 


9 in u bthis, pronounced in Aa. voice/ of 5 
thunder, soon convinced me of the error 
I had unwittingly committed, When 
| hastily shutting the door, I descended C 


CSY ©. ins 


with the utmost precipitation. 
In my retreat from the field of ac- 


tion, I encountered her Ladyship's 


pretty Abigail, of whom I demanded a 
reason for the Storm that we both heard 


raging in the spinster's dressing-roorn 


? We unremitting fury. She, who felt 


rather a predilection in my favour, in- 
formed me that she was fearful, by my 
| bat: 1 I had ruined myself with 
r lady; who had solemnly vowed 


0 the person who had the har dihood 


to admit Lady Charlotte Colvil, or any 


of her brats, into the house, should quit 


it immediately, whatever might hate 5 


** 


been their past pretensions to her OS 


by * 
2 


vour. 


92 2 Amazed at 80 unrelenting a den 3 1 
- mination, 1 desired to be acq uainted 5 ME Ts | 
with the cause for such vindictive Vio: Ks — 
| E 
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ones; and found that the culprit! whom 
I had introduced, was a younger sister 
of Lady Harriet s, by a second wife of 
the Earl's, whose mother had died in 
giving her birth. Lady Charlotte had 
always been looked on with jealousy by 
her sister, from the evident partiality of 
her father, and with envy for her supe- 
rior personal accomplishments. When 
she was eighteen, Lady.Charlotte con- 
_ ceived a tendresse for a soldier of for- 
tune, who was beating-up for recruits 
in the vicinity of their country resi- 
dence. He thought it a fine thing to 
marry the daughter of an Earl; but, as 
TRE of his consent were out of the 
bevy decamped for Scotland. 
dy Hater, rumour whispercd, had 
self cast the eye of affection on the 
in; to this he was no stranger, 


2 


oovridentiy preferred the bloom- 


185 charms that animated the face of 
Lady Charlotte, to her matuxer N 


i of countenance. 


58 The 
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$8 r The consequences that followed 
this selected preference, were everduring 


persecution and everlasting hatred.— 


She effectually precluded them from the 
Farl's sight, whose anger she promoted, 
whose acer bity she encouraged with all 
the virulence of determined malice. 
None of their letters of contrition, and 
prayers for forgiveness, ever reached 
him, she always sending them back un- 
opened. Thus the father being taught 
to believe, from their silence, that hav- 
ing set his power at defiance, they were 
| aue condescending to sue for his 
mercy, was persuaded, by the artful 
Lady Harriet, to abandon them to their 
own- devices, and to make 
queathing to her all his per onal fort 
This was hardly executed before: he 
pired suddenly, in an apoplectic* 
casioned, as the physcians sah 
_ agitation of his nin, for the 4 6 
ingr ratit ude of his favourite child. 


a will . 


7 . 


ws Hd . 5 
n 
n < 


— 


.. 
| 
5 1 
# 
9 
= 
"= | 
1 | 
** 
1 
2 "RAN 
5, 
iy e = 


— 


-* 


s. * : * 
a-# —— 
2 * Ae ao 5 
— +.4 PA 
, , . % 


a 


136 AN DREW. $T UART. 
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bg 8 Colvil only received five. 
thousand pounds, the portion of his 
wite's mother, that had been settled on 
her daughter. This was soon dissipated 
by the improvident young couple, and 
she had worn out existence, doomed to 
experience, the cold” neglect and bitter 
reflections of a husband, hose pure love, 
long since evaporated, had left him no- 
thing but the dregs of repentance for 
having married a quality wife, andentail- 
ed poverty on his children. These re- 
trospections engendered disgust, pro- 
duced. mutual recriminations, which 
ended in unavailing regret! 
„Lady Charlotte had made frequent 
attempts, both by letters and personal 
visits, to move the frigid heart of her 
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4 sister in her fav our; but to the first she 


6 Mas inexorable, and inaccessible to the 
* These were circumstances well. 
Enown to all the family, though to me 
A beeret. 4 . has 101 friends,” 
and wishing me to fall into the snare, 


they had per mitted me to accelerate my 
1 fate, 
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fate, by pr esenting to her Ladyship the 
proscribed object that was 80 detestable 


— 


- : 


to her v ision. 


1 5 Though Lady Charlotte had [ES] 80 5 ö 
| often repulsed, rendered desperate by her 
present circumstances, she determined 
to make one more attempt, and try if the 
Sight of her three charming children 
would not thaw the isicles that envi- 
roned the heart of this ferocious votary 
of chastity ; for their father had, that 
morning, been arrested, and there was 
an ate, in the house, which, it 
not taken out by their aunt, would rob 
them of a bed to rest their innocent 

heads upon. | 
I sincerely pitied the woes of this 
unfortunate lady, who was driven with 
ignominy, insult, and even execrations, 
from the house and the bosom that ought 
to have afforded shelter and protection 
to herself and infants. Her's was a 
case beyond my power to relieve; and 
experience had taught me, that 15 
N ee... 
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3 the philanthropy of my po: + 
sition, I should never find a resting 
place for the sole of my foot. F or me, 
Who was to live by the great, to set up 
for a reformer of their minds and man- 
| ners, was absurd; and, by my actions, 
to reflect on their conduct, making their 
derelictions from justice more flagrant, 
I clearly perceived was not the way to 
gain myself friends among my superi- 
ors, or establich myself long enough! 
in any situation, however e to 
acquire that independence for which 1 
- 80 ardently sighed. N 
At was a long time before I ul 
bring myself to allow my ardent mind 
to be restricted by prudence. Hard 
were the struggles L had to sustain be- 
tween my natural propensities, and that 
behaviour I found it necessary to adopt. 
In despite of interest, habit, and exam- 
ple, there are times, seasons, and occa- 
sions, when J am tempted to throw off 
the leaven of worldly wisdom, and revel 
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in the joys of serving my fellow- rea- 
tures; without either fee or reward, but 
the superlative pleasure of e 
a good action. | NR . 
% No sooner had the unfortunate 1 
Lady Charlotte Colvil received her final 
dismission from her incensed, unfeeling, 
inexorable sister, than Lady Harriet 
sending for. me, exhausted all the acri- 
mony of her breast, that she had not 
vented on her anathematized relative; and 
I was ordered, for daring to disobey her 
positive commands (of whose nature I 
had been wholly ignorant), to quit her | 
presence and house immediately. 5 
Irritated by reproofs that I thought : 
unjust, IJ could not help answeling her 
with ironical acerbity, that I begged 
leave to recommend to her Ladyship, 
when next she chose a person tosupply my 
place, that she would not merely attend 
do the dimensions of his person, but en- 
deavour to fathom the principles of his 
heart; or she might again happen to 
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meet with a man that was not proof 
against the sympathies of humanity, 
whose bosom was not steeled against the 
entreaties of a sorrowing sister and her 
innocent progeny, to be admitted to the 
presence of a relation, who ought to 
receive, commiserate, and serve them. 
. © She would not have permitted me 
to finish my philippic, had not the vio- 
lence of her passion precluded speech; 
when she recovered utterance, her abuse 
burst forth in a torrent; like the sup- 
pressed lava of a volcano, it bore down 
all before it, at what she called my un- 
exampled insolence. If I had not made 
a hasty retreat, I really believe this en- 
raged Tysiphone would have let me feel | 
the full weight of her brawny arm and. 
well-sharpened talons. 


CHAP. 
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„„ eie 1% 


wo DECAMPED instantaneously, 1 


had now to seck another situation. — 


Though poor in pelf, I was much en- 
riched with wor idly knowledge; for 
without that, if you mean to mix with 
society, all other learning is vain and 


useless indeed rather an impediment 
than an assistance towards obtaining ho- 
nours, preterments, and riches; but con- 
junctively possessed, they help a man 
to ascend the ladder of ambition with 


amazing velocity. The last four years 
of my lite, I have had numerous oppor- 
tunities of improvement, and have 

„ | sedulously 
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sedulously applied myself to the EY 
of men and manners; and being rather 


of a sanguine disposition, I contrive to 


gild my prospects with hope, and flatter 
myself J may one day be enabled to 


turn my natural and acquired talents to 


advantage. 
Finding he had brought his pro- 


mised communications to a conclusion, 
I thanked him for the trouble he had 
so obligingly given himself, by repcat- 


ing the history of his adventures for my 
edification, from which, I assured him, 


with much truth, I derived both in- 


struction and amusement, and they had 
ultimately taught me a lesson, whose 


usefulness I should not easily forget; 


that he had, with much perspicuity in 


is recital, delineated who were those 


proscribed beings that were excluded 


the houses of the great and opulent, 


under the description of doubt} el cha- 
vracters. 
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<6 l 3 to make him A monailt, 


more. worthy the acceptance of a scho- 
lar and a genius, than I had thought - 
necessary to offer him under the sem 


blance of the party-coloured brethren. 


He appeared hurt and mor tified, reject- 


ing it with much politeness, saying 


No, Sir, excuse me; I took your 
money at first, because I have long 


taught myself to look on those douceurs 
as the perquisites of office, and can 


pocket a bribe with as much sang-froid as | 


my betters; but I am not yet arrived 
at consequence enough in the world to 
be paid for the exertion of my oratori- 
cal powers!“ | 
Obliged to replace” my purse in my 
pocket, I was just going to inquire how 


long he had been an inmate of Mrs. 4 : 


Raby" s family, when a bell ringing, he 
Was compelled to leave me. 1 looked 
at my watch, and found to my asto- 


nizhment, 80 interested -I had been i in 


the var ious anecdotes related by this 
3 179 scientiſic 
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une o'clock; * 


Pütsiness» with Mrs. Raby was particularly” 


iirpoesible tor me to sed her that flight, 


{et —_— 


situation, which Was nöt At all te His 


from having forfeited Godt Him to au 


DI 
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feds” Fotmal "that time had slid 
imperceptibly away, for T had been in 
Harley Street var hours, it being-then | 


* 


4:4 * * J 


ge On Rensen s return to the parlour, be 
informed me that lie was vastly sorry if my 


möfnentous, because he feared it Would be 


as be found., sinbe We bc bebt con- 
voy sing, „ His £ Jofdskip- Was arrived, and 
meant 55. accompany Her to tlie Opera; 
that he Should” most ass receive 
his kconge if he adiviltt Phan YopPÞo- 
sition to a positire conan Ot rat 
he should value the loss of en, 


gott; for the lady was proud, insolent, 
and passionate, exacting wbre respect 


That it was the” first time he had ever 
lived with a. fille entretenue, nor should 
he now. ? but to oblige her AN pro- 
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wetor, who had promised to reward his 
services with a snug sinecure place. 


= sighed at honest Henry's com- 
ments, and was vexed and mortified at 


my disappointment; but could not 
think of forcing myself into her pre» 


sence, when by such a conduct I should 


have essentially injured this young man, 


for whose fate I felt much interested 


from the recital of his history, which 
evidently portrayed a goodness of 
heart, that could not be destroyed even 
by the depravity of corrupt example. 


1 therefore told him I would not, 
though it was my ardent wish, intrude 


my company upon his lady that night, 


\ but return the next morning, as I per- 


. ceived such a conduct would be detri- 
mental to his fature prospects, and! I 
thought it would be a very ungrateful 
return for Has confidence and atten- 
tion. 


_ © took my Las; and he ddiveied © 


into my hands the memorial of TE 
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accompanied with innumerable char ges h 
to take particular care of it, keep its 
contents a pr ofound Secret, and return 
it to him in safety. Having pledged 

my honour to most punctually, observe 
all his requests, he waited. upon me to 
the door, assuring me I should be in- 
troduced to Mrs. Raby at my next 
visit. I desired he would not mention 
to her my having called, nor by any 
means describe my person. | 

„I believe he thought me an in ac 
5 and discarded lover; ; but though I ap- 
| peared to him in such a questionable 
shape, and he was so open, undisguised, 
and unbounded 1 in his confidence to me, 
be never made any attempt, directly or 
indirectly, to urge me to a disclosure of 
my. affairs, or to satiefy the curiosity 
which the distraction of my air, and 
oddity of my behaviour must naturally 
have excited, for which 1 gave much 
eredit to his discretion and ur rte of 
2 manners. FFF 


4 
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Aſo «ww hen I found myself in the street, ; 
4 had thoughts of & ceturning to the = 
hotel, where I had been set down, and 3 Y 
amusing my mind from a retrospection 
of my own sorrows, by a perusal of 3 
those of the interesting Amantha. t 
that instant an elegant chariot drove 2 
by me, in which, by the light of its 
lamps, 1 recognized my undone sister, 
ornaniented in the height of fashion, 
and glitter: ing with diamonds. She was 
accompanied by her lordly seducer. 
They appeared high in 'mirth;; Eaurina's 
laugh of inconsiderite levity broke upon 
the stillness of the air, it struck upon my 
heart, and ar oused the horrid phantoms 
of my past miser y; > Then quickly rushed 
through my heated brain all those deadly 
evils ber ambitibus vices had occasioned; = 
and wrüng my agonized bosom with inde- 


13: 


scribable torments. My soul SicKene W 
at her sight; I. beheld her alone „ 4 
; parkicide, ne had murdered her "only — i 
Surviving parent. To my mental vision Fc, — 
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be again appeared, as when employing 
his last moments in praying for the re- 
formation of this ungrateful child, and 
recommending to me to use my endea- 
vours to reclaim and receive the fair ru | 
vitent to my fraternal protection. 
<< Absorbed by these painful ideas, at 
the contumacy of an only and beloved 
sister, I wandered, unconscious of my 
road, or of the passing crowd, till I was 
aroused by the cries. of a female, to take 
care, or I should be rode over. I started 
from my reverie, and beheld myself 
crossing at the- top of the Haymarket, 
among a press of coaches; that had been 
conveying the sons and daughters f 
Dissipation, the gay votaries of Folly, to 
the favourite taupe of the ene, of 
their Holatry. 
Perceiving 3 at b che is of | 
the Opera House, I resolved to enter, 
and be an unexpected spectator of 
Laurina's actions and behaviour; by 
| Ie 1. should * 2 to farm some 


— 
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15 upotune of the success dat would 
attend my mission. Henry had in- h 


formed nie on 'whiely side of the house 


her box was situated; I therefore placed 
myself in a corner of the gallery directly 5 
opposite, which gave me a full view of 
Laurina, and I could make my obger- = 
vations on her conduct unperceived. : 


«© 'The hated. author of her 3 | 


from virtue remained not long. with her, 
and I believe he quitted the house, his 
place being soon supplied by a sucees- 
sion of fashionable young men; some 
I had known at College, and many 

others, with whose faces I was well ac⸗ | 


duainted; among the rest was my arch 


enemy, the detestable Lord -Bueford.. 
She seemed perfectly: at her cave; ant 
looked around with inflated vanity, 'as 
 Sloryitiy in'their!adulation, and tlie ap- 
parent aUnviration she excitkdl. 
„ owhat passed} on'the''stage I Was 
e abtrangeih my whble attention. _ = 
was devoted të Laurma; 'Buodytatigave 
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me the bitterest pang, because it 
provea her lost to all sense of shame, 
and of course perfectly irreclaimable, - 
as, when I beheld mine, and her early 
companion, Sir Thomas Lurcher, seat 
himself behind her, lolling over the 
Sack of her chair, with all the easy fa- 
miliarity of one assured that his company 
Was not displeasing ; while she talked 
much, and laughed loud at his conver- 
sation, tapped him with her fan to call 
{his attention, sent him to order a cup 
of tea, and in short played off all the 
Airs and graces of an unblusking finished 
85 * - a on universal domi- 
5 Mm While my een Was foro with 
anguish, and my limbs trembled with 
contending passions at the degrading 
scene I forced myself to witness, that 
Was acting by this unhappy girl, whose 
mind T much doubted was too far dege- 
nerated to listen to any thing I could 


urge, to induce her to abandon a way 
? p | 8 
41 For = ot 
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of life che had herself embraced, and 
which appeared to yield her pleasure, 
unalloyed by remorse; my train of 


ideas was broke by the conversation of 
a couple of buckish- looking young men, 
who appear ed to be of ho better order 


of tradesmen. One of them re nos 


his companion, Saying— 


«© D-—e, Will, only look what 4 


dash the Parson's daughter makes. She 


now calls herself Mrs. Raby, but I re- 


member her well enough when she lived 
with Lady Lurcher ; for we did bust- 


ness for the Baronet's family. Her an- 
tiquated admirer seems to have done 
the thing genteelly; but it won't last: 


de soon tires of his mistresses, throws 
them off without any provision, and 


then they are glad to come down to us, 
my boy, whom r call the Barre | 


1 geois.“ | ny 
. fr iend Sept Upon ny 
soul, she's a nige tit-bit, this same Miss 


Carter, alias Raby; but I can't SUPPOSE 
U 4 SE 
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hg wul come upon the pace yet, for I 
find she is just now quite the rage; and, 
if She knows how, to play. her cards. Eun, : 
ningly, before a new face star ts for the. 
plate, she may command. her own. 
terms.” 
e let her 2 AA Ive: that,” She's ; 
as is deep as mud. | Don t vou see how 
she is flirting with the young Baronet ; 
when once she has hooked him, Il 8 
rant she lands the trout safely. Iu bet 
you guineas to Shilling gs. that, she TY 
preparing against contingencies, and. 
means to practise the old courtier's arts, 
upon himself; when she perceives he, 
is going to serve her one. of his slipper Y; 
tricks, she will save her pride the morti- 
fication, by getting the e and, 
giving him the go-by. . 
ET hat. is, you suppose, ke a wary , 
General, ora sinking politician, she will. 
decamp or resign, when, s she finds th, 
. n, longer tenable ! Pats ibs 
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che owes the parents, for having taken 
her from poverty, educated her with. 


their own children, and brought her up! 


zs a fine lady, she will assist the son to. 
dissipate the estate of his ancestors.“ 8 
On hearing this dialogue, I know 
not what name to give to the sensations. 
it excited: I felt it had opened upon 
me a new source of misery, for which . 
was totally unprepared. There was dis- 
traction in the very thought = my sister 


CF BI! i 


become the mistress of Sir Thomas. 


Lurcher I vowed that never should be. | 


I felt for the grief i it. would occasion my 
kind Edward it was fraught with de- 


Str auction. to my own. hopes ; - for; if such! | 
were the intended arrangements of Lau- 


rina, could I ever flatter. myself with. 
the most distant prospect of receiving 
the hand of my beloved Florentina ?- 

While thus lost in a profundity of. 


ternfying ideas, these young men, whose 


n 5 | con- : . 
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„ Just 80, my knowing one; to oy 
Her gratitude, and repay the obligations. 


ff — 
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conversation. had given a fresh wound 
to my breast, were departed; for which 
1 have since rejoiced, or in the furor of 
the moment, I fear I should have been 
tempted to expose myself, by chas- 
tising their insolent freedom of speech, 
forgetting that any woman, however 
high her consequence and rank, who 
commits her character to publie animad- 
version, must expect to pay the price of 
her temerity, equally with the lowest. 

{© My passions were wrought up by 
what I had recently heard, to that ex- 
treme tension, that I could not endure 
to procrastinate my visit to Laurina 
till the morrow, resolving that very 
| night to come to an explanation with my 
sister, that I might either receiy eher to, 
or throw her for ever from my bosom. 
Perceiving her leave the box, handed by 
Sir Thomas, I precipitately quitted the 
house, and rather flew than ran, till. I 
found myself on the outside of her door 
in Harley Street, at whick L. arrive 
> 2 5 * n HOWE: 
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some time before the chariot, and was 
ready, when. the step was let down; to 


offer her my hand. 


5 
. %% 


of o 
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Tux look of petrified astonishment 
with which she gazed upon me; is better 
to be conceived than. I. can describe it: 
she was too. much frightened: to oppose 
my entrance, and I led her-up-the geo- 
metrical staircase, preceded by Henry, 
who appeared evidently surprised; he 
threw open the folding-doors, and 
ushered us into a drawing- room blazing 
with wax-lights from a brilliant ehan - 
delier, that was suspended by gilt chains- 
| tram the centre. | 
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b-#4Toiornament: this guire of apart- 
ments the various kingdoms of the earth 
had lent their aid; they exhibited a 
Jaxurious prototype of an Asiatic se- 
raglio: the production of Persia's looms 
covered the floors, while England pro- 
duced the hangings, curtains, sofas, and 
conversation-stools, executed in the 
highest taste: their composition a lemon 
coloured satin, trimmed with a border 
embroidered with bouquets of Arabian 
jessamine, convolvolis, and tuberoses. 
The boudoir, into which I followed her, 
was lined with superb French mirrors, 
that - reached from the cornice to the 
floor, and reflected in every direction 
the graceful form of its frail mistress, 
Therceiling was painted by the elegant, 
creative, and scientific pencil of Ange- 
lica Kauffman : it represented the tri- 
.umph-of Beauty over Wisdom, from the 
story of the Judgment of Paris; the 
e en 28 were groups of laugh- 
VI! 28131 | . ing 
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ing playful Cupids, ere in varied 
attitudes and frolic gambols! nt 
As I glanced my eyes a this. = 
enchanting palace, and they fell on the 
beautiful Armida, to whose gratification- 
it was dedicated, my expectation. f 
moving her to relinquish those vanities, 
for whose enjoyment she had sacrificed 
parents, honour, fame, and virtue, 
reckless of public opinion or private 
execration, was hopeless; having pro- 25 
mised a dying father, I resolved to make 
an effort to snatch her from further 
ignominy. My heart was hardened 
against her, by the behaviour I had that 
night witnessed; I therefore felt no 
compunctious a in coming direct 
to the subject of her ne contu- 
macy, and the occasion of = —— 
unwelcome visit. BN 8 
On entering is wie: als 1 
thrown: herself on a duchesse, and con- 
trived to retain Henry in the room, by 
 fivolous n and contradictory 
| ä 


168 | ANDREW. STUART. 


U 


orders, that she gave and counterman ded 
in a breath ; this presented me an op- 
portunity of: viewing the Circean grotto. 

When she could devise no longer any 
feasible excuse to retain her attendant, 
he departed, glancing at me looks of 
ardent curiosity and. evident astonish- 
ment. No sooner had he closed the 
door, than snatching her hand, I led 
her to a looking-glass, saying 

© Behold, Laurina, the contrast of 
our. appearance: children. of the same 
parents, one mother bore us, one bosom 
nurtured us. These dear relatives are 
new no more !- yet your heart is jocund, 

- your face dressed in the smiles of. hila- 
rity, your. dress partakes of the rain- 
bow's hue, and your person. sparkles 
with the diamonds of Golconda ; while 
mine 1s wasted by pining care fo their 
irreparable loss, and . my habiliments 
sable colour typify the sorrows of my 
heart. Lost, unhapfy Laurina, how 

different 
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Affen ent are our Aenne Seneatibea,. and : 
pursuits!“ 1 ict . 
„Different e she exclaimed, 
hs loud: laugh, 0 I never saw such 
a woe-begone mortal since I was created. 
You are the very exact resemblance of 
the spiritual Quixote pray When do 
you intend. to begin your wandering 
mission ? could have dispensed with 
Four visit. — What must my domestics 
think such an. une gunn looking 2 
could want with me 7 
„Silence, woman!“ I e in 
a voice that made her tremble; I wall 
not be interrupted, nor turned from my 
purpose, by your insignificant attempts 
at wit. — I then recounted, in the most 
impressive language I was master of, 
the death of our worthy father, hasten- 
ed by her shameless desertion to his 
grave; his prayers for her reformation; 
the promise he had extracted from me, 
that I would make an effort to. recal her 
from ber Past folly, to forgive, and 
8 | receive 


- hn, — 


receive her to my embraces, if I could 
| prevail upon her to quit a life, at once- 
80 disgraceful to herself, and all those 
connected with her by the ties of affec- 
tion, friendship, or consanguinity. 5 
Having most impatiently heard me 
to an end, she said 
Now, Sir, attend to my answer; 
on you, I lay the whole fault, if it is 
one, of my present conduct ;- through. 
your improper vanity, in wishing to be- 
come the lover of your-patron's daugh- 
ter, I, that was innocent, was made the 
sacrifice, and driven ignominiously from 
that roof Which had hitherto protected 
me; all my fair prospects bliglited of 
marrying in the sphere for which I had 
been educated, and condemned to ve 
tate at Hartlebury Parsonage. Y | 
II could not expect: any man af 
consequence would follow me to the 
confines of Devonshire, to make me his 
wife; While I glittered in their view a 
fashionable tolst, tlie admired elboe of oy 
| nas 3 0 | Lady 5 
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Lady: Lurcher, there was no, tation, 


however. exalted, .to which I had not, ard 
right to make pretensions ; and, flatter- 
. by youthful expectation, L indulged. 
the most sanguine hopes for my future 
establishment, in what vo call an ho- 
nourable connexion. pong 

„ Behold the reverse : os rink: from 
all the Joys of society, to be huried 1 in 
the country, with no other associates 
| but a sick querulous mother, a bpreach- 5 
ing father, an insane idiot of a bro⸗ + 
ther, neither of whom could contribute; ib 
in any degree to my pleasure, or 1 to 
theirs ! ! _ The torrid and frigid zones were, 
not more distant, or more opposite in 
their natures, than their ideas and mine. 
of what was capable of constituting , 
happiness, and were necessary auxiliaries., I 
to form the joys of existence. 5 

40 After the death of his wife, the 
Rector shut himself up in his study with 
you, his beloved darling; while 1 was 
left to 55750 ee with old Joan 
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N and 13 the super annuated fixtures 


of the Parsonage ; or to wander forth 


alone, like one forlorn for slighted love, 


or crazed by care,” around the domains 
of the Grange; once the scene of my 
youthful mirth, now for ever shut 


against me. I really believe, had I not 


been soon relieved from my despairing 
ennui, I should have escaped from it, 
by making a running noose in my sash, 
and hanging myself on one of those 
dismal yew-trees, that waved their 
sombre branches before my small case- 
ment, echoing back my long-drawn 
Sighs in mour nfubcadence,! 8 
Fortune, that had long witnessed 
my miseries, was preparing to reward 
my suffering endurance. In one of my 
solitary rambles through the adjoining 


forest, I. met a Nobleman who had 
admired, followed, and avowed a pàssion 


for me when in the zenith of my power. 
But being more than old enough for 


my sire, and not supposed by the world | 


Aa mar- 
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# marrying man, I then paid little at- "Y 
tention to his suit! The case was now 
altered; he had not a crowd of young 
rivals to contend with for my rob 1 ö 
no longer fostered fallacious e of 
| Wm a splendid alliance. 17 5 
4 I IIis Lordship declared that his Joy . 
was unbounded at again beholding me, 
that his visit to the Grange was for no 
other purpose than to find an opportu- 
nity of throwing himself at my feet, 
to liberate me from the detestable 
Solitude to which I was maliciously 
condemned, and restore me to a world 
where I was calculated by beauty, wit, 
and talents to make so conspicuous a 
figure! To be brief, he renewed his 
suit with ardour, enumerated the ad- 
vantages his protection could purchase, 
offered to restore me to those enjoy- 
ments for which my soul panted, to be- 
stow on me that splendour and eclat, 
few of my sex could boast possessing, 


aud yet fewer withstand the temptation ED 
Hp of. 
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of rece! ving.”—Here.she threw her eyes 
round. the apartment.—* long insisted 
en marriage, because it was a necessary 
ceremony to give consequence to riches! 
He. demurred for two reasons: his na- 
tural antipathy to wear those trammels 
that fetter the free will, and act as 

an extinguislier to love; interest was 


his second plea, having at that period a 


proud mother liyving, who! had; in her 


own, disposal, a large fortune, and would 


never have. consented to: the heir of her 
ancient House uniting himself to ee 
daughter. of a country Parson 


His, Lordship believed e at 


that time violently attached to me, and 
when he is actuated by capniee, he stops 
at nothing to gratify his passions. 
Being regolved to carry his point, he; 


gaye me a promise, Which, Baawöchimt 


sign, ito make me his wife on che death! 


5 ; of the, Dowagex;;1 finding If could; bring” 


him to nothing further, and my state 
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rkapme, 1 consented to arconipany Hin 
to London, where, to gratify his vanity 
cok my inclination, he has procured for 


me every pleasure and luxur y that the 


capital can preduce : hitherto I have 
not had a wish unaccomplished, a whim 
that is not immetliately complied with, 
nor a demand that is not crect| y 8 
tified.” _ FR” 
1 * Laurina, with a heart that 
palpitates with contending emotions, 
heard you to an end. Now candidly 
answer me, can you be happy in this 
situation ꝰ have you peace of mind: — 
does not, in the interregnum from dis- 
sipation, the still small voice of Con- 
science whisper a condemnation of your 
conduct, in despite of those deceptive 
glozing arguments, those fancied cruet- 
ties of which you complain, that you 
have created to palliate to yourself the 
sinful folly of your actions?—Tell me 
truly; in the retrospeetive and silent 8 
| . of 1 does not your mental 
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from honour and duty; 
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1 present to Four” troubled mind 
the figure of a dying mother ?—do' you 


not hear her last request, to be good 


and virtuous * 7—percetve you not an ex- 


piring father, praying for and blessing 
the ungracious child, hose conduct 
accelerated his death, by her dereliction 


PLE, 


„While I thus-apostrophized to her 


feelings, I saw' her shudder, her counte- 
nance change through the rouge which 


covered hg cheeks; but she made an 


effort to prevent my triumph, by endea- 
vouring to conceal those sensations 's0 
newito her bosom; attempting to force 
a smile into her face, and answering in 
& hurried manner my interrogatories.. 


e Yes; yes, my sententious brother, 


| rest assured I am per feetly content with 

thelot I have chosen; you may, therefore, 
save yourself the trouble of preaching— 

your old-fashioned notions will not 


turn me. from my pur pose of enjoying 
the present moment; I for all the mo- 


ry ** | ions : 


N * 


== 


ANDREW STUART. | 167 


derns; and not a few of the ancient Phi- 8 
10 sophers avow, it is all we mortals have 
for it! Who then, give me leave to 
ask, that is a free agent, would volun- 
tarily embrace a life of seclusion, po- 
verty, mortification, and self-denial) 
when all the joys of this luxurious de- 
lectable world courted: their acceptance 
with its various agrémens, multipled 
gratifications, and euchanting pleasures, | 
while its delightful, alluring,” fusci⸗ 85 <0 
nating, and voluptuous ann Gs 
a their comrade fn 
Aaurina, T cannot "believes your 
assertions; these are the vaunting bu 
litions of a proud beart, that paints 
vice in vivid colours, because it will vor 
acknowledge its errors. You are im- 
pelled through false shame, like tie 
Spartan boy, to hug to your bose the 1 25 
enemy that will. destroy von; and u? 
ther than discover you have been Wrong! 
allow it to lacerate TIRE” brèeast, tint. 
batten on your vitals. Muſt 10972149 208% 
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E Oh horrid creature! what an idea 
BD has your gloomy fancy conjured up to 
— affright me! Your classical simile is not 
| well adapted to my case ; my heart is, be 
1 _ axsured, perfectly safe; I am not in love 
| ; with his Lordship, though I have a 
strong predilection for those surround- 
ing comforts, which I had no other 
means of procuring,” 
VUnprincipled, incorrigible girl, you 
are lost beyond all hope; the most 
abandoned of your sex could not have 
made a more shameless avowal of de- 
pravity. With mingled grief and rage 
against their authors, I perceive the cause 
of your dereliction from the precepts 
| inculcatedin early youth; it aries from 
 _thedetestabledoctrines of the new school 
| of 80i-disant philosophers, hose system 

* i 50 refragable, on which you are rear- 
ing a structure of happiness, that will 
inevitably destroy your joys here, and 
your hopes of an hereafter,” | 
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mortification of being neglected, perhaps 
forsaken, for a creature, who, I find, 
is decidediy inferior to me in every sense 
of the word. I hear that, to those 
who have the “ fault to outlive his 
liking, he is as ungrateful and penu- 
rious, as he is extravagant and profuse 
while they retain his favour. . Now, if 
IJ was his wife, he might keep fifty mis- 
tresses without giving me the least 
annoyance. ' 9 — 

But. if you apprehend your power 
is on the decline, and so near its fall, 
that he has selected another victim to 
Sacrifice to his love of variety, so cir- 

cumstanced, on what can you found 
the hope of becoming Lady Lorimore ? 
| and by what means can 1 assist you to 
* obtain a situation, which - I allow 1 
Should be happy to see you possess ?— 
Were I at liberty to act as I think 1 
- ought, I most certainly should demand 
Satisfaction from the seducer of my 
sister's honour; but our father, who 
EM 4  - „ 
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ever looked on duelling as premeditated 


murder, obliged me, in his last moments, 


to give him my sacred promise I would 


not take upon myself his punishment, 


but leave him to the vengeance of his 
Creator, whose sacred laws his conduct 


has violated.” 


x Had you known the noble culprit 
as well as I, you might have saved 


yourself the trouble of making tlie vow, 


and been safe from the "ex af com- 


mitting manslaughter ! Had his Lord- 


ship accepted all the challenges that 


have been sent him by fathers, husbands, 
and brothers, Whose daughters, wives, 


and sisters he has injured, and se- 


duced by the allurements of his 3 


tongue and handsome person, aided by 
his rank and fortune, he would have | 


exhibited a prototype of the man stuck 


full of arrows, at the bettom of the old 


Amanack at Hartlebury. 


No, no, John; his Lordship 
knows. better than to throw away a life 
122 ẽ ẽ 
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he so well understands how to enjoy, 
and so highly values, to gratify the ca- 
pricious humours of every poor devil, 
out of whose family he has condescend- 
ed to select a female to honour by 
his devoirs. I remember our father used 
to tell us, from the pulpit, that it was 

easier for a camel to go through the 


eye of a needle, than for à rich man to 


enter the kingdom of heaven! — This 
difficulty it is, I presume, that renders 
them so very unwilling to make the 


visit; for they have too much to lose 
by death, and too little to hope, W il 


lingly to expedite their j Journey. 
] therefore found my hopes of be- 


coming a wife, on my knowledge of his 


disposition; I am convinced he wilt not 
fight ; now, very fortunately, he knows 
you will ! He has heard of your deter- 


- mined pursuit, and tremendous battle 


with his brother Por, the Lord of Bur- 
ford. This has given him such an opi- 
nion of your violent passions and des- 
110 * 6 . N perate | 
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perate courage, , that he thinks you a 
very Don John, who would kill half a 
dozen men for a breathing, one down, 
another come on.“ Indeed, had you 
not at that time been supposed irreco- 
verably senseless, I firmly believe the 
valiant Peer, maugre his violent passion, a 
would not have ventured to take m 
away from Hartlebury.“ * 
Absurd, inconsiderate Laurina, 
what is this to the purpose? what do 
you mean by this redomontade ? do 
you suppose your brother will debase 
himself, and act the part of a bully or 
trickster, to frighten this despicable Lord- 
ling into matrimony 2 My proud heart. 
cannot condescend tosuch meanness; did 
not my oath pr eclude me, I would oblige bo 
him openly, and before the world to de = 
you justice; to restore you to society, 8 
be assured I would cheerfully expose & 
life that T have long heid valueless.” 
80 You mistake me, John; I do not 
wish you to do any thing derogatory to 5 
I'S your 
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your romantic sense of honour. Wait 


upon him to-morrow morning—tkough 


high in office, he is easy of access; use 

your own discretion to introduce your. 

self; inform him that you have seen me, 
that I have convinced you that I con- 
sented to leave my paternal home, on 
the condition of his promising to marry 
me on the death of his mother; that 
event having since happened, you come 
as an-myured brother to claim the fulfil- 
ment of his engagement, or that he 
must prepare to abide the consequences 
of a refusal. His Lordship's mind im- 
pressed with your Hotspur achieve- 
ments, and not knowing you are pre- 


_ cluded by your promise to my father 
from demanding satisfaction, will be 
terrified by the alternative, and ulti- 


mately prefer a licence from Doctors 
Commons, to the ver diet of a Middlesex 


Jury.” 


4,4 It was repugnant tomy feelings to 
dnt this recreant mortal into. 


doing 
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bing g justice to Laurina, who, by her 
own account, knew very well the terms 
on which she left her father's house; 
but, as he had made this promise, if I 
could induee him to perform it, and | 
restore her to society, as 1t need not be 
known when the nuptials took place, I 
felt it was a duty incumbent on me to 
make the effort; for a sense of pride 
which would then arise from the con- 
sequence of her situation, would, I 
hoped, preclude her from forming the 
connection I so much dreaded with Sir 
Thomas Lurcher. i | 
After some further conversation, 
she shewed me the paper on which she 
founded her hopes of success. Its being 
neither stamped nor witnessed, I fear be Z 
1t would not be looked on as valid in any 
court, except that of honour ! I gave 
her my assurance to see his Lordship; 
as to how I should act, I could not tlien 
ah, as I meant to be guided in my 
1 behaviour ; 
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- behaviour by the contingencies of the 
moment. 8 1 
4 Morning was struggling "i pre- 
eminence with night, before I reflected 
that it was time to depart; neither of 
us having thought of supper, Laurina 
pressed me to take some refreshment, 
- which I had just refused, when the door 
of the boudoir was thrown open with 
violence, and his Lordship stood before 
us. Rage flashed from his eye, as he 
tauntingly exclaimed— - | 
*©I beg pardon, Madam, for my 
mal-d- propos interruption ; it certainly 
was wrong to break in upon a lady's 
retirement sans cérémonie; but I will 
: shew my e by instantly with- 
drawing.” | 
{© Laurina, > i had appeared rather 
startled at his entrance, soon recovered 
her presence of mind; guessing his mis- 
take was the cause of his anger (for, 
when he advanced, I was sitting by her 


side on the duchesse, holding one of her 
„ _ 
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hands, being about to take my leave), 
sbe arose with much dignity, say ing 
« The only answer that is necessary es 
make to your illiberal inuendoes, is to | 
introduce to your Lordship this gentle- 
man as my brother; who, 18870 ed to 
mental convalescence, eomes, deputed 
by the WIII of my father, to claim at 


* t 


your hands his sister.” 


„The Peer at this ed starting ä 
vith evident surprise, exhibited in his 
bloodless countenance and depressed 
eye all the horrors of conscious guilt ; 

and his trembling knees evinced the 
cowardly emotions that agitated his 
faithless heart, as Bis looks met mine, 
which darted angry glances of defiance, 
contempt, and. vengearſte. At the 
sight of this dastardly Lerd, I forgot 

the promise made to my parent, not to 


demand satisfaction for à sister's in- 


juries, a father s death, and the over- 
vhelwing ruin and i ignominy his liber- 
1 1 3 ; * tinim - 
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tinism had for ever entailed upon an 
honest race. | 
Those exacer bated j PASSIONS whichT 
have before described, that, whenaroused 
to a certain pitch, are no longer under 
N the controul of reason, n me on to 
an instant explanation. I spoke of his 
baseness, and Laurina's wrongs, of the 
contract of marriage he had given her, 
which Lperemptorily insisted on his ful- 
filling in my presence, in the course of 
eight and forty hours; or, at the expira- 
tion of that time, to meet me in the field, 
prepared to finish the climax of his crimes 
by taking my life; without the Fates, 
weary 5 persecuting mortals, meant 
to give to my hantl the honourable 
achievement of ridding the earth of a 
monster of depravity, that had long 
groaned under his multiplied enor- 
mities ! 1 5 
„ cannot now remember all that, 
my maddened brain occasioned me to 
utter, or describe all his simulating 
5 1 5 
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attempts, by subterfuge, to turn me 
from my purpose. He had the inso- 


lence to propose to me to barter. my 
honour, by consenting to accept a lu- 


crative employment, with which I 
should be immediately invested; and to 


settle upon Laurina an annuity equiva- 


lent to the jointure she might have a 
right to expect if he made her his wife. 

„ spurned, with the most deter- 
mined rage, this contumelious offer, this 


humiliating proposal; and avowed my 


resolution of unshrinkingly adhering to 


my first intention, of seeing him, within 
the appointed time, the husband of 
Laurina; or punishing him for his 


% 


breach of promise, faith, and honour to 


my sister, if I did not receive my. death 
from his hands, | 


His Lordship, n me not to 13 


\ 


moved from my purpose by all his art x 
ful proffers, blandishments, and cour- IP 


tier-like manæuvrings, appeared to give 


ap, the point. After having Pondered 
. \ . 7 6 . e about . 
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about five minutes, he asked my ad- 
dress, which having wrote on a card, he 
said I should not fail receiving, on the | 
morrow, his final deterinfiaaticg. 


Lang 


3 CHAP: | XI. 


% 


* : 4 0 


- 
*PatronneD t6 Osborn s Hotel, 
exhausted by mental exertion and bo- 
dily fatigue, that occasioned me, when 
I retired to bed, to fall into a profound 
sleep, from which I was awakened, at 
eleven o'clock, by a waiter, who brought 
me a letter from his Lor dship ; in Which 
he informed me his love for Laurina, 
and not the bravadoes of her br other, 
whose indecorous behaviour, for her 


* 


8 WE: 50 0 was willing to excuse, nad con- 
quered his distaste to matrimony, and 
he meant to give her a legal elaim to his | 
title and fortune. 5 133 
He wished the ceremony to be per TY 
EY for med with the utmost Secrecy, that 
the world might be induced to suppose 
it was an event which had taken place 5 
anterior to the death of his mother, in 
5 compliment to whose prejudices, it had 
not been publicly announced; therefore 
he meant the nuptials to be solemnized, W 
by a special licence, at a villa he had on 
the banks of the Thames, at twelve 
o'elock that night; ; it not being in his 
power to steal from the business of the 
State, for his own gratification, till that 
late hour. He would then take me up 
at Osborn's in his carriage; observing 
that it would be useless for me to call in 
Harley Street, as Laurina, having ac- 
quiesced in this arrangement, had quit- 
ed e to ee for our ogy 
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— Credulous fool that I was, to Fr 
deluded by the specious, wary arts 


of an old, experienced, wily cour- 
tier; for, certain it was, this note 


lulled me into perfeet security, readily 


believing that he was actuated by fear, 
doubting that a bullet, directed by the 
hand of a brother to avenge a sister's 
injured honour, might have received its 


commission, and find a place in his 


- - guilty heart. 


Is sineerely rejoiced that the As 
ment - Was likely to be peaceful, and 
Laurina's reputation patched up without. 
bloodshed ; for my mind, being calmed. 


by Nature's kind restorer, I recollected 
the solemn promise I had given my 
father, not to take the power of ven- 


geance into my own: hands; though 


my unbridled passions had, on witness- 


ing the triumphant entry and taunting 


insolence of this lordly paramour, been 
roused to a state of effervescence, which 


drove oy thing from my memory 
but 


I 
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but resentment for the humiliation XZ 


suffered in witnessing such a scene! 

© Happy in being enabled to fulfil 
the request of my father, in the way. 
best calculated to gratify him, had he 
heen still in a state of existence, I re- 
solved not to leave my apartment that 


day, but to emphy the time in writing 
to my uncles, and the Rector of Spring- 
field: from his kind friendship I had no 
concealments ; I therefore informed 
him of. my meeting with Laurina, the 


brusque conversation I had with his 
Lordship, and the for tunate result of 
my interference. 5 

After having sealed as given my 
letters to a waiter, I sat down to amuse 


myself, by perusing the memorial of 


Henry Hopeful's favourite Amantha. 


. 


II found the, classical footman was 


correct in his ideas; that he had an in- 


tuitive perception of existing manners 
and living characters. The memoir of 
Amantha was a brief abstract of a force- 


3 
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ful imagination, and an ingenuous heart. 
It appegred to have been written in 
haste, evidently the faithful transcript | 
of an agonized bosom, delineating with 
the pen of Truth the wrongs she had 
sustained by her trusting confidence and 
grateful attachment to an unprincipled 
seducer, and the base unmanly coali- 
tion of his mean, grovelling, despicable 
family to goad her on to ruin, death, 
and destruction! But you shall see 


this interesting manuscript, and judge 


for yourself; it was my intention to 
have returned it to Henry the next day, 
whom I fear, from my breach of pro- 
mise, has classed me in the number of 
his doubtful characters. But procrasti- 
nation is the thief of time, though the 

hour of retribution, 1 17155 and trust, 

may yet arrive. 

«© At about half past twelve, a person, 
dressed i in his Lordship's hvery, present- 
ed me a note; the purport of its con- 
| tents Pond, that he had ZN particular 


reasons, c 
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reasons, of which he would inform me 
when we met, for changing his first 
mode of travelling, meaning to go up 
the river in his barge, in which he was 
now waiting at Whitehall ; he desired I 
would lose no time, but follow the mes- 
senger. Strange as this appeared, I had 
yet no doubin;” but blindfold ran into 
the pit so artfully dug for my destrac- = 
tion; indeed I gave myself no time 
to think, but wrapped in my great- 
coat, to avoid the night air, for I was = 
still an invalid, I followed my conductor 
to the water side, where a large boat _ 
with half a dozen men, who appeared 
laying on their oars, was in waiting. | 
„ had no sooner jumped into it, 
than I found myself roughly seized by 
a couple of stout fellows, who forced a 
gag into my mouth, and tied my legs 
and hands, in despite of all the opposi- 
tion I could make. In this helpless ., 
state I was laid in the bottom of the 
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i vessel on a cloak, and the person ho 
| had 
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had inveigled me on board, addressing 


me in French, assured me that all ex- 


ertion to free myself, or avoid my fate, 


would be useless; that no personal in- 


Jury was intended me; I was only going 


to take a petit voyage to cool my 
heated imagination, and restore me to a 
sense of my on condition in society, 
that I might awake from my ambitious 


day-dream, of supposing that I was to 
call one of the first men in the king- 


dom, my brother-in-law ! 
I now perceived that I had been 


| vilely tricked-into the power of villains, 


by the artifice of his hypocr itical Lord- 


ship. Where I was going, and what 
Vas to be my future destination, I could 


not even guess, and was precluded from 
the power of inquiring. I had heard 


of persons being kidnapped, and sold as 
sla ves to the plantations, or sent as 


soldiers to the East Indies; which, or if 


either of these was to be my future fate, 


1 could not determine. At the present 


8 | moment, 
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moment, I saw I mig ht make it worse 
by impotent cbs; therefore re- 
solved to suffer patiently, and await a 


— 


more favourable WO for 209 libera- 
„ en | | 


After rowing hard for some time, 
which appeared the more tedious from 
my uneasy situation, we came along- 


side this ship, when my legs being un- 


tied, I was forced up its side; my at- 


tendant having seen the Captain, and 


held with him a conversation of some 


length, returned into the boat, which 
rowed away with much celerity, leaving 
me a wretched prisoner. I was soon 


8 ushered into the infernal den, Where 
our friendship first commenced; there- 


fore a description of that receptacle of 


wretchedness, or the sensations it ex- 


cited on a near view, I need not attempt 
delineating to you, whose bosom was: 
doubtless actuated by the same ideas, 
occasioned by a similarity of suffering. | 


: Having endured, in a state of sullen 
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lespair, its surrounding horrors for a'few 
e I felt that to yield thus passively 


to my fate, was unmanly ; if therefore 
resolved to make an exertion, even 
should it fail of success; by the power 


of a bribe, I induced our Cerberus to 


entreat the sovereign of this wooden 
kingdom to permit me into his august 


presence, having something of conse- 


. quence to impart. 


My request was at length 3 | 


with, and I was introduced to an au- 


dience with this freebooter, who reclined 
in ferocious majesty, smoking his hooka, 


on something like a couch. Knowing 


that nothing was to be gained by rough 


mensures, I addressed him with much 


civility, begging to be informed Wh 7 


I was, without having committed any 


fault against my King or country, that 


rendered me amenable to its laws, 
brouglit by force, bound hand and 
foot, on board his vessel, to be banished 
to another land, far removed from my 


friends, | 
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Gas relations, and patrimonial me. 


sessions. 
e ae the 8 of ths: wats} 


young fellow, but it will stand you in 
no great stead ; for all that I am at 


liberty to tell you is, what 1 suppose 


you pretty well know already, that you 8 


may thank yourself for it; having had 
the folly and presumption of attempt- 
ing to bully a Noblemaii into marrying 
his concubine, your sister; therefore 
his Lordship thought it a very lenient 
punishment to send you to make a trip 


- with me to the East ; and as you are 50 


fond of fighting, he thinks you may 


- as well employ. your valour against 


the enemies of your country, às its 
friends. I advise you to take a smack 


at T ippoo; and as you are such an 


 asprring genius, who knows but yo 
may. return a Nabob, as some of your 
countrymen have done, | who went 
out with less Pretensions, 8 and came 
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home rolling in pagodas, and purchased 
the family seats of their old masters!“ 
e checked my rising indignation at 
this insolent irony, convinced that pas- 
sionate recrimination would avail nought 
towards bettering my condition. Like 
a lion taken in the toils, my roaring 
would only have occasioned sport for 
my unfeeling keeper, made him more 
attentive to secure the fastenings of my 
cage, and have annihilated every future 
hope of liberation. | 
II therefore made an effort to h u- 
manize this sea brute, by a brief recital 
of the story of my wrongs, in a style 
adapted to his comprehension, and with 
a pathos that I thought would melt his 
rugged breast, ever and anon calling on 
him to say, Would you not, Captain, 
have acted in the same manner, as a 
son and brother ?—I know you would.” 
Then attempting to inflame his national 
pride, by asserting the character of a 
5 British sailor was proverbial for honour, 
| ” 5 generosity, 
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viction flattered me with the hope he 


would not consent to aid the ls 


by which: I was oppressed. 


While thus I spoke, he appeared to 
listen attentively; at one time knitting 


his brows, at another leering from under 


his bushy eyebrows looks of subtle cun- 5 | 
ning, that augured my oratorical powers 


had made but little progress in my fa- 
VOUr. | 


tack, and to try the supposed infallibility 


of gold! In the course of my narration 1 


had informed him that, by the death of 


my father, I was master of a decent inde- 
pendency, which I had intended to in- 
crease by prosecuting the profession of 


physic, to the study of which I had 


devoted some years of my life; I of- 
fered him-one hundred guineas to Suffer 


me to escape. 


This aroused him renn nis reverie, 8 
and Tang a cloud or foBacts SRO 5 
that 


— 


8 This e me to hift my at- 
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_ that he had been drawing up the last 
five minutes, into my face, aud dashing 
the pipe from him, he vociferated 15 om 
his Stentorian lungs—- 

Who would be the fook then 
damme ?—Set vou on shore, that's 
good one, my hearty ; to put it in _—_ 
power to prosecute me and my employer, 
for detaining your pretty person. No, 
no, younker, I am not to be palavered 
over in that way by such a fair-wea- 
thbered chap as you; gilding the bait, 
my tight one, will not help you to catch 
an old sea shark!“ 
XI offered to bind myself W any 
obligation, and 2nnex any penalty to 
its forfeiture, that if he would permit 
me to mabe my escape, I would not at- 
tempt to injure- him, directly nor indi- 
rectly ; or expose him to the vengeance 
of bis employer, by any attempt to call 
70 5 his Lordship for satisfaction. 
This sea porpoise either did not, or 5 

2 appeared not N put the least confidence 
in {any - most solemn asseverations, 
8 a ng. 
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* He then informed me the trunk I had 
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8 tern to all 1 could urge, that part 
of what I said might be true, or it might 
not, but it was no affair of his at an 
rate. He owed more gratitude to his 
Lordship than to a stranger; for by his - 
interest he once saved him from dancing 
on nothing, only for a little buecaneer- 
ing ce that he and a few of his 
shipmates had been engaged in; and 
therefore it was but fair thät he should 
venture in his service, that neck he la. 
prevented from being stretched. X 9 

So, do you hear, no more ibbep⸗ 
* about bribery and corruption; but 
recollect, younker, there's honour amofig 
thieves. All I can do for yon is, when 
we are out at sea, to liberate you from _ 
the other fellows in the hold, allowing 
you to swing a hammock between decks; 
and, if you behave Yourself so as to de- 
serve it, may hap your treatment will „ 
be better than you seem to expect.“ — 


brought to the hotel, was sealed up and 3 
un his possession; it should be safely 4 
l AIR N 


X. 
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delivered to me as soon as it was out of 
my power to make a bad use of my 
money, if I had any in it, by seducing 
the honesty of his scoundrels, who might 
not be quite so staunch in the interest 
of their employer as himself. 
For this appearance of lenity I was 
obliged to be thankful, and seem con- 
tented. This conversation convinced 
me I had no chance of escaping; my 
arch enemy having laid his plots too 
deep, to be circumvented by one young 
enough to be his son. The sending my 
port manteau gave me some pleasure, for, 
_ added to the gratification arising from a 
change of linen, I had in it Pank bills 
for above tuo hundred pounds, which I 
| had received just before I left the coun- 
try, arising from the sale of the furni- 
ture and stock of the farm at Hartle- 
bury. This surtzfmeant to have de- 
posited in the hands of a banker; ; but 
it appeared now a fortunate resource, 
and might, if properly applied, assist to 
extricate me from bs present difficulties. - 
«08: - | 
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I pereeived that Ixas fated desi 
voyage to the East Indies, wher ethe vessel 


Vas bound; but I did not.despair, through 


the assistance of this money, to be, en- 
abled to return to Europe. I meditated, 


as soon as I was landed, to make an ap- 


5 


plication to the Chief Justice, tell my | 


story, and the motives of my detention, 
without any doubts of being released; 
as luckily I could convince him I was 
no impostor, having papers of sufficient 
consequence in my possession, to cor rot. 
borate the proofs, and to enforce con- 


viction of my identity sse a. 


I therefore resolved to resign my- | 


self to thase evils that were now inevi- 
table, patiently enduring my present 
inflictions, and fortifying my mind 


with Christian hope, that the Omnipo- 


tent Disposer of events, who had hitherto. 


conducted and supported me ee 


such various trials, and miraculously re- 


„stor ed my reason from mental thraldom, 


would, in his own good time, extr icate 
my ee, from the unjust and coercive 


. penny,” IT 
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| ge by. which it was now con- 
2 By thus reasoning on causes and 
events, I had brought my mind to a 
_ temperate composure, and I suffered my 
inflictions patiently, without exhaust- 
ing myself by unavailing complaints. 
At the expiration of ten days, I was 
sent for by the redoubtable Commander. 
When I entered his cabin, I found him 
lying in a recumbent posture, and ap- 
pearing to labour under much e * 
thus addressed me:— 
1 think, Master Carter, vou told 
me you once studied doctoring. Now, 5 
if so be, mayhap you can do me a fa- 
vour; and, if you likes to undertake 
the thing, you shan't fare the worse- for 
it, I promise you. | 3 95 
I bowed assent, and he proceeded. 
40 Well then, this is the case: about 
twelve months since, being engaged with 
a. French privateer, yard-arm and yard- 
arm, I received a gun-shot wound in 
my right leg; it was never Peper 
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| cured, and is now broke out again; and 

the damned otupat fellow, my surgeon, 
says my blood is in such à bad state, 
and it puts on such an appearance, 'that 
I must consent to have it loppedd off, or 
it will mortify. Now you must know, 


younker, Fam cursed un willing to stump : 


about on a wooden peg, therefore 
I want you to look at it; and if 80 be 
you can contrive to preserve my precious 


limb, you shall not . Ben a 


ungrateful. 
— ne that 1 had inked phy- 


sic intently, meaning to have made it 


my profession, and had attended anato- 


mical and surgical lectures, therefore 
was not wholly ignorant of the nature 
of curing wounds. The little knowledge 
I possessed 1 would cheerfully exert to 
serve him, and should feel highly grati- 
fied if my skill enabled me to save his 
leg from amputation. But 1 desired 
. the person, who had already attende& ._ 
bim, might be sent for, to tate eff te 


7 . 
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diressings, when 1 would give my opis 
nion without reservation. 
n ho de I ating at 
what you would be heaving—this i 18 UPON 
the score of ceremony; that's an old 
story; many an honest fellow has been 
run down and sunk by the commander 
Death, while the doctors have been 
settling, when called to a consultation, 
who should speak first; or disputing 
Whether, in compliment to their brother 
big-wig. Who had undertaken him before, 
they ought to object to his opinion, 
though quite contrary to their own ;— 
this important point being settled in the 
negative, they take their tubs: brush off, 
and the poor devil of a patient is left to die 
* for the honourof the profession 
% Now I have no intention to be 
ile SO complaisant to my sur geon, of 
whose skill I have no great opinion. 
He is a raw Scotchman, just arrived from 
the Edinburgh Hospitals, whose conceit 
seems to keep pace with his ignorance, 
Who would have no objection to cutting 


— 
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meup, by way of keeping his hand in prac- 


tice. If, therefore, you think you can 


| splice the timbers, I am willing to put my 
leg into your hands; and Sawney shan't 
divide the credit, for he shall have no- 
thing to do with me again. — So here 
goes, tearing off the bandages, and ex- 
hibiting a wound in a most desperate 
state of inflammation. * 
$912: evidently appeared to have been 
treated wrong, and on a first view I could 
not decide; but I informed the terrified 
Captain that T/hoped, by care and at- 
tention, the limb might be preserved. 
After having felt his pulse, I told him 
candidly my opinion of the case, offering 5 


to exert my skill, and hoped to make a 


cure; but I positively refused to under- 
take it, or even to answer for his life, 
if he would not consent to be Wholly 


guided by my advice, as to his regime; 


and to take the medicines I Should pre- 
scribe. This speech was strengthened _ 
by the serious turn of my countenance; 


which having watched most attentive ; 
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he pr romised fiithfully not to Röder. 
orders. 1 
I now undertook my firs? patient, 
of whom I was very ambitious to make a. 
cure. I obliged him to abstain from his 
favourite beverage, brandy, and content 
hiniself with old Port, of which T allowed 
tum a pint a day, and he'entered upon 
a regular course of bark. I occasioned 
all the unctious, greasy dr essings, which 
served more to irritate than heal, to be 
removed, and applied simple poultices 
of Goulard. By this management, 
Captain Powsprit's general habit being 
strengthened, his leg put on a healthy 
appearance; and 1 entertained great 
hopes of making a complete cure of what 
I may say, without vanity, was in such 
a desperate state when 1 first beheld it, 
as might have Soon "th most scientific 
surgeons. It 

This unexpected renovation ts life 
and limb, rezoiced the Commander, and 
made him my firm friend, and the Scottish 


b * bitter toe. J was in this 
„ ow. 
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state when you, my young friend, Was 
brought on board. Your situation 


called forth all my sympathy ; I resolved_ 
to serve you to the extent of my limited 
powers, and I sincerely rejoice in having 
been able to: mitigate your. bodily 8nt> 
ferings, and in some degree, I hope, have 
amused your mind from dwelling too 
intensely on your own griefs, by calling 
upon you to commiserate mine. 

e Ne Philosophie David Hume ob- 
serves, it is an: ill-natured satisfaction 
that we derive from knowing others are 
more miserable than ourselves. — This 
always appeared to me an assertion 
without. a proof, which gives me cou- 
rage to dispute his authority; for let the 
most philanthropic being existing ask 
his heart, when it is oppressed by care, 
if he does not feel comfort from the 
idea, there are yet others as wretched 
as himself. This gratification arises not 
from a vindictive or uncharitable dispo- 
ation, but from the attenuating con- 
| 3 : VIcOOR: 
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scemed so similar to my own, that it 
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viction that he is not alone selected as 
a mark for Malice to shoot her arrows. 
at, but only condemned to experience 
that share of misfortune, e all 
in this state of trial !” 

With this apostrophe Mr. Carter con- 
cluded his narrative, and received the 
grateful thanks and kind commisera- 
tion of the attentive Stuart, for thge 
usefulness of the lesson his sorrows had 5 
afforded him, whom our readers will re- 
member was a fellow-sufferer, from the 
iron fangs of powerful oppression.. 
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CHAP. XII. 


W E feel it incumbent to say a few 


words in vindication of ourselves, for 
swerving from the constant practice of 
our contemporary labourers in the Novel 
vineyard, having diverged from the 
beaten track, and given the story af 
Mr. Car ter . ithout any hiatus, inter- 
regnum, or introduction of irrelevant 
matter to interrupt the train of events; 


usages very commonly resorted to by 
en adthors, to Stimulate waning ; 
curiosity, and provoke the palled appe- 


tite, from a supposition their readers 


may be induced to swallow in small 


portions what, peradventure, might 
nauseate if taken i in the aggregate. = 
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We have often felt ourselves mor tified, 
La teazed, and vexed when perusing an in- 
teresting work, Whose editor has, in 
compliance with this book-making sys- 
tem, divided and subdivided the sub- 
ject, disturbing the whole with much 
admired A n; putting to flight all 
the sympathizing feelings excited by 
the well-sung woes of the hero, or he- 
rome of the story, by a mal-a-propos in- 
troduction of personages, wlio, if they 
had not appeared in the character of 
intruders, precluding our present grati- “ 
fication, might at another time have 
been welcomed with pleasure; but de- 
taining us, perforce, from company, 
by whom we were amused, had been 
agreeably entertained, and were un- 
willing to quit, they are received with 
_ regret, viewed with apathy,, and parted 
from with 5 non” 
These, that appeared to us ado and 
sufficient reasons, we hope will meet the 
approbation of our fair readers, for our 
tenderness in reciting the woes of Mr. 
a- PS Carter 
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"Carter, without lacerating their sensi- 
tive bosoms by hanging them on the 
tenter-hooks of procrastinated curiosity; 
for we are conscious of having hitherto 
kept to our favourite text of doing wn. 
we would be done by Fo © 5 
We dare, therefore, boldly 0 80 to- 
the most determined lover of the great 
and wonderful, to acquit us of wanting. 
incidents of the most horrific nature, to. 
interrupt the conversational matter: of 
fact recital of Mr. Carter, could we 
have descended from the altitudes of 
our own opinion to follow the usages _ 
of our compeers ; the former of which, 
we fear, we are too apt to adhere to 
with sexual pertinacity ! Yet we beg 
it to be understood that we did not 


pros on for lack of interesting, sur- 


prising, astonishing, and marvellous 
events, to have broke the clue of our 
narrative, being amply furnished with 


most alarming circumstances, incidents 


very terrific, and situations vastly 
3 _ that ever were, or 
. ever | 
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ever will be met with, by a couple of 
heroes devoted to seek marine adven- 
tures on the high seas. 
A few of which we will take leave to 
_ enumerate, to convince the sceptical 
critic; such as their encountering a 
dreadful storm in the Bay of Biscay, in 
which the ship was saved by the nau- 
tical knowledge, and unwearied exer- 
tions of Andrew Stuart; that before 
they had refitted her damages, they were 
attacked by a French letter of marque, 
whom they engaged for three glasses; 
that by the coolness, skill, and bravery 
of the said Andrew and his friend Car- 
ter, who fought with equal valour by 
his side, she was obliged to sheer off. 
Captain Benjamin Bowsprit being con- 
fined to his bed, he had deputed our 
young sailor to supply his place, which 
he did much to his satisfaction, and his 
own honour. After the battle, the 
vessel being left in a crippled condition, 
they were obliged to make for the 
* Islands to reit ; and; while 
7 there, 
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: theie; they were treated with a Hurri- 


cane, a tornado, and a water-spout !— — 


If this does not give them a claim to 


the title of wonderful travellers, no 0 na- 


tural occurrences can ! 


Though we have not permits these SEE 


triſling peccadilloes to stop our pen, 


the gentle reader will suppose it made 
innumerable chasms in the story, that | 
was continued and cemented by the nar- 


rator as well as situation and circum- 


stances would permit; which, being thus : 
unavoidably lengthened by n VE 
cies, helped to amuse these unfortunate 


friends through the greater part of their 
eventful voyage, that was attended 


with more comforts than either, from 


their gloomy prospects when they left 


England, dared e, chemselves 


with enjoying. 


Captain Bowsprit, who felt 1 ac- 


knowledged the obligations to be bound- 
less that he owed to the saviour of his 


precious limb, could not refuse grant- 
8 ws to his reiterated solicitations tze 
2 | Uberation a 
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Aemtien of his favourite Andrew Stuart; 
therefore, as soon as they had quitted 
sight of the white cliffs of Albion, his 
prayer was acceded to, and Andrew 
permitted to ascend and enjoy the so- 
ciety of his friend, the luxury of in- 
haling pure air, and to swing his ham-- 
mock between decks along-side his pro- 
tector, partake of his few comforts, eat 
of his bread, and drink of his cup. = 
They were thus situated when. those 
SG Big to which we have before al- 
luded, were made on the good ship 
Vronhausen, by tempest and battle; in 
which the nautical skill, and resolute 
courage of Andrew were exerted with. 
such good effect, as evidently to be the 
primary cause of her escaping from these 
perils, that without his aid denen in- 
evitable. 
His conduct failed not to WD "i | 
a friend in the breast of the Com- 
mander ; for this maraudin g freebooter, 
among innumerable follies, faults, and 
erimes, had one meritorious good qua- 
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lity—a high sense of gratitude for be- 


_ nefits conferred ; but this most admi- 
rable and cardinal virtue in others, with 
him degenerated almost mto a yice, for 


to its powerful influence we have seen, 
in the case of his Lordship, he would 
without scruple sacrifice justice, ho- 


nesty, faith, honour, and humanity. 


He now frequently made the two 
friends his companions : in the course 
of their voyage they often dined at his 
table, when his mind being unbent, and 725 
his heart exhilarated by good cheer, he _ 


would in confidence recount to them 


many of his adventures, his hair-breadth 


escapes by land and by water, for boldly | 


daring an enfranchisement from po- 


verty, by pursuing the fickle jade, For- 


tune, through devious paths and ven- 


turous ways, for which he swore he ought 


to have been rewarded with her Highest 


favours! In this his hearers perfectly 
acquiesced ; for, in their opinion, he 


most ogy 27 mer ited a conspicuous 
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At the time they were forced upon 
his notice, and-compelled to accompany 


him to the shores of Indostan, he was 


arrived at the acme of his ambition, 


being sole owner and Captain of the 


Vronhausen ; she was a stout Dutch 
built vessel, denominated a free-trader; 


that is, her Commander took leave to 


do as he pleased, go where he pleased, 
and trade with whom he pleased, either 
to the East or West Indies, to traffic 
with friends or foes; whether nations 
were at war or at peace, it was the same 


to him, if he could but acquire gold that 


sed uctive metal, which whether it is to be 
the bane, or the blessing of our lives, wholly 
depends on the use or abuse of its power. 

Captain Bowsprit had been put in 


possession of enough of that precious 
ore, to enable him to purchase the Vron- 
hausen, by marrying the buxom widow 
_ of a Dutch skipper. By this ponderous 
alliance he became the father of a daugh- 
ter; the young cub he had brought 


with him to England for education, 
having 
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having placed her at a fashionable semi- 
nary to be licked into shape, flattering 
himself with being able to accumulate 

a large fortune, and to make her, in 
despite of Nature, a fine lady: to ac- 
complish this much wished-for deside- 
ratum, he fearlessly ventured both soul 
and body ! | | ;! 

He was then making a trading voyage 
to Bengal and Madras, but ready to do 
any dirty work, or run any chances 
that would accelerate those pursuits; 
he had been employed to transport those 
unfortunate wretches who were kid- 
napped from their friends, by the nefa- 
rious procedure of the honourable so- 
ciety of Crimps, to replenish with food 
for powder the Asiatic troops. When 
his young companions talked of the 
cruelties and deceptions practised to 
procure recruits for the Eastern world. 
his answer invariably was, that as it was a - 
Service few would voluntarily enter into, 
and as our possessions in that part of 
the N depended on the force we 
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could keep there, to subject and-over- 
awe the Princes of the country, a little 
gentle coercion was necessary to support 
the military establishment, adding 
Mou know, younkers, stratagem is 

allowable in love and war!“ 

Finding their philanthropic arguments 
made no impression on the stubborn 
callosity of his heart, they ceased to 
importune him on the subject; content- 
ing themselves to use the interest they 
possessed, to ameliorate the sufferings of 


their fellow- prisoners, while their own 
- WCre greatly alleviated by the | flattering 


prospect of freedom; for Captain Bow- 

sprit had assured them that, in return 
for their patient endurance, good be- 
haviour, and united services to preserve 
both him and his ship, instead of com- 
plying with his Lordship's orders of de- 
livering them up to the commanding 
Officer, as enlisted men, he would, on 
their arrival 1 in Asia, set them ashore as 
free passengers, leaving them at liberty 
to consult . Whether 
5. 5h they 


% 


ANDREW STUART. 216 


they would try their fortunes i in Ind, 


or return to Europe. 


With this promise they were obliged to. 


be content; fornoentreaties could pfeyail 


on him to leave them on any of the islands 


at which they touched, as he had 


pledged his honour to his lordly patron 


to carry them to Bengal, and. there they 


must go, willing of unwilling ! Fearful 


he might revoke his promise, they ceased 
to importune him, thanking him for the 
favours he meant to confer: 


Having now seen our + compelled” 


VOyagers Fin advanced to the torrid ZONE, 
and their prospects brightened by exhi- 
larating expectations, we will leave 
them to pursue their watery course, 
having weathered the Lion eus 
sailed round Table Bay, and safely an- 


chored at the Cape of Good Hope ! while 
we return to England to take a retro- 
spective view of the other dramatis per- 1 
sonæ, fated to perform a part in our 


history. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


WW urN Isabella recovered from the 
swoon she had been thrown into by 
terror, on the morning destined for the 
celebration of her nuptials, she found 
herself in a carriage that was proceeding 
with much velocity, the blinds drawn 
i up, and she was supported by a man of 
a most ferocious and forbidding ap- 
pearance, to whose person she was per- 
fectly a stranger. On her memory's- 
returning, she demanded of him who he: 
was, by whose orders he acted, and to 
what place he was conveying her:? 
lle answered surlily, that he Was 
taking her to the county pr ison, Where 


belike She would stay till some of her 
8W cethear ts 
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sweethearts discharged the debt b. 


which she had been arrested; that as to 
her seafaring spark, he, by that time, 

was safe enough in limbo, for having 
attempted to rescue her after she had 
been touched; which being point blank 
against the law of the realm, he must 
answer for, and likewise the lives and 
limbs of some of his followers, who had 
been endangered in the scuſfie for his 
part, he was determined to do his duty, 
and lodge her securely behind the iron 
bars; therefore advised her not to think 
of giving him the go-by, as he was 
furnished with fire-arms, pointing to a 


pair of pistols in the pocket of the car- 
riage; assuring her, if she was refrac- 5 
tory, he Should make no scruple of 
using the poppers, in performance of the 
duty he owed his employers. | 
This brutal speech of her companion 


3 


brought to her recollection the unna- 


| Ws and vile conduct of her sister, in 
turning a gift, that she unwillingly - 
received, into a debt, and. demanding 
„„ 15 the 


the payment of a sum, that she was well 
assured was too large to be discharged 
by her affianced husband. This pro- 
pelled her to reflect on the persecutions, 
his unfortunate attachment to her might 
devote the estimable Stuart to suffer. 
It was then her fortitude forsook her, 
and she wept tears of bitter agony. Tf 
lie was indeed imprisoned for trying to 
save her from 1gnominy, she perceived 
his ruin was inevitable; for as his de- 
tention must prechide him from joining 
his ship, he would be looked on as a de- 
serter, and punished accordingly. 
Her gentle heart felt more forcibly 


the woes and misery she had innocently 
oecasioned her friends to endure,” than 
f = those humiliating misfortunes she be- 
bleed awaited herself. Her ardent 


mind portrayed Andrew's distress at 
her loss; the affectionate exclamations 
Of the friendly Mrs. Hunt, when she 
knew not how Fate had disposed of her 
adopted daughter; for her brutal escort 
informed her that he had run off 
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* 


With her 1 in the scuffle that ens wech after 


huoer arrest, that they knew not by whom 


she had been spir ited en or e 
8 conveyed. ITE 

This persecuted young creature 4. 
no reason to dispute the authenticity of 
the tale told by her companion, or the 
cause of his thus exercising the power - 


delegated to him, as it explained the mo- 


/ * 


tive for her hasty journey; ther efore she 


condescended to ask him no fur ther 


questions, but allowed the horses to be 


changed, and herself to be impelled on- 


ward with the utmost speed, without 
murmuring, or making the least inquiry 


where she was going to be carried, „ 
at. what period her travels would end. 15 


4 


To Isabella the clueanery of the law was: 


unknown, nor had.she any idea how fur 


its attendant satellites were warranted . 


to conduct those, on whom they buds 1 


their remorseless fangs ! „ 3 


They had travelled [twenty-four 1 4 


without stopping to sleep, on, long 


enough abet a regular meal; to prevculY PH. 
1 J 8 IN” We 


4 ; 
FCE 
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the necestity of which, a basket of cold 
provisions and plenty of wine had been 
stowed. in the scat of. the carriage; to 
this; reserve her keeper had often re- 
source, and as he devoured with much 
apparent gout, the contents of the well⸗ 
furnished larder, he was very earnest in 
his intreaties to induce her to follow his 
example, and partake of the good cheer, 
| telling her that, without eating and 
drinking too, she would find bait: little 
| strength, and poor spirits to ſight her 
way through the world; that starving 
- was the worst nostrum she could apply, 
to enable her to conquer difficulties. 5 
Isabella felt the full force of these 
rude arguments; therefore, finding her- 
self exhausted by their rapid manner of 
travelling, the want of sleep, and agita- . 
tion of her mind, she consented to his 
proposal of taking a glass of wine and a 
| sandwich ; on Which the latter was pre- 
sented to her, folded in a damask nap- 
kin of the finest texture. She was 
much urpriscd to find this bonne 
bouche 
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bouche was composed of ham and 


chicken, and appeared to have been 


prepared by a traiteur, accustomed to 


cater for more refined' Ane than | 


those of a Sheriff's officer! 


This small trait was the first circum-. 


stance that aroused Isabella, from the su- 


pine stupor in which the threats of her 


brutal companion, and aretrospect of her 
Sorrows, had enveloped her mental facul- 


ties from the period of her leaving New- : 


ington. The truth now flashed upon her 


mind, like an electricalshock; she reflect- 
ed that they had been on the road nearly 
two days, and were not yet arrived at 


the prison that was 0 inclose her Per- 
son. l 
She awaked as fro om a a terrifyj ing dream, 
to a horrible certainty ; her active mind 
taught her to expect that a worse fate 


Avaites her at the end of her journey, 


than a legal durance and its concomi- 


tant attendants want and penury.. . 


She was confirmed in these ideas 67 
B g the cloth that wrapped” 110 
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sandwiches, was ; marked W ith” an L. sur- 


mounted by 'a coronet. This brought 


Proof, strong as holy writ, that all her 


fears would be realized; her sickened 
fancy no longer doubted into hose 


hands she had fallen, nor the base 2 pur- 


Pose for which she had been stolen fr om 
her friend and protector! 

On this agonizing convietion she 
mentally ee Unprincipled, 
abandoned Barbara, then this arrest Was 


only 2 contrivance, a plot of yours, to 


throw me more effectually into the power | 
of your abominable coadjutor, the infa- 
mous Lord Lorimore.—I thank thee, 
O God ! for allowing me to be warned 
of my danger ;—Oh! continue thy Sa- 


cred protection, and enable me to'escape 


the artful wiles laid to ensnare me ; 


renovate my fragile frame and appre- 


hensive mind with strength and forti- 


 _ tude, to spurn danger, conquer diffi- 
T's culties, and subvert the machinations of 8 
my unrelenting sister, and her vile as- 


pt 


| After 
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After this silent appeal to her Creator, | 
she felt re-assured, having resolved to 
leave no effort untried, to escape the | 
first opportunity that offered, from her 
wary keeper; she therefore took no notice: 
to him of her suspicions, but expressed - 
a desire to be permitted to let down the 
windows of the carriage, that she might 
see the country: for hitherto there had 
been only a small portion open at the 
top, merely to ventilate the vehicle. 
This proposition was positively refused; 
the man saying they were not far from 
the place destined for her confinement, | 
where she would have an opportunity of 
viewing both land and water, and might 
inhale plenty of air into the bargain. 

Though balked in this effort, she was 
not totally dismayed. When they stop- 
ped to change horses, Isabella complain 


> of extreme weariness, and a faint 


sickness for want of food; the or iginal 

stock having been long since exhausted 
by the voracious appetite of her com- 
panion. He, who likewise experienced 
1 9 17 the 
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the imperious calls of hunger, looked 
forward to the gratification of a hot 


dinner with eager pleasure; therefore 


told her, that purely to shew how much 


he wished to oblige her, they would dine 


Where they then were, it being as good 
a house as any they sbould meet with 
till the end of their travels. 

She thanked him for his compliance, 
hoping at this inn, which appeared to 
be large and well-frequented, she might 
encounter some person journeying on- 
ward, that would hear her story, and have 
sufficient humanity to free her from the 


thraldom of her persecutors. With 


spirits buoyant by renovated hope, she 


leaped lightly from the chaise, which, 


for the first time, she perceived was not 
a: hired one: This only corroborated 


her fears, and she resolved to inquire of 
the people at the house in what part of 


the country she then was, and try if she 


ebuld not prevail on them to second her 


efforts; when she would positively insist 


an being taken before a Magistrate, and 


god” 1 8 refuse ; 


| 
ANDREW STUART 298 
refine to proceed farther, without the. 
person who detained her tou demon- 
strate his pretensions for such violence) 
Whether her ar tfut companion was u 
disciple of Lavater, and read her inten- 
tions in her varying countenance, which 
occasioned him to distrust her designs, 
or was more cautious as they advanced 
nearer the termination of their journey, 
certain it is, they were no sooner in the 
court-yard, than he publicly announced 
to the Hostess, that her guest was arrest- 
ed for the sum of five hundred pounds, 
and he was employed to lodge her safely 
in the county jail; therefore if they 
listened to any tale she might fabricate, 
and aided or abetted her to escape, they | 
would make themselves liable to pay. the. 
whole sum. To convince them of the 
fact, he exhibited the writ. . 
his threat, so opportimety held forth 
we terrify the ignorant, and preclude : 
the assistance of the mercenary, con- 
vinced the trembling, persecuted. Isabella 
she must not flatter herself with any 
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hopes of assistance from the proprietors 


of this rustic auberge. As she glanced 
_ a tearful eye around, in search of one 


commiserating countenance, it fell on 
that of an effeminate looking young 
man, with a blue apron tucked round 
his waist, and a napkin under his arm, 
who leant against a door-post, intently 
perusing a duodecimo volume, whose 
well-thumbed marble cover shewed it 
had seen service, while his agitated 
muscles gave evident proof of its moving 
contents | e RT. | 

The vulgar anfoalive speech of 
Tsabella's der . to steal him 
from the contemplation of fancied, to 
the commiseration of real woes; when, 


on beholding the interesting face of the 


innocent victim of oppression, pallid 
from fatigue, and bathed in tears of 
despair and mortification, he started, 


hurried the book into lis bosom, and 


emphatically exclaimed | 
Angels and ministers of grace, de- : 


fend me —do 1 hear aright t har 


heavenly : 
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rs softness cho could be deaf 
to thy plaintive moans? — What obdurate 
creditor condemned to dur ance vile thy 
Sylph-like figure ? — Oh niggard For- 
tune l—ill- e Edward, why art thou 
not rich, that thou mightst present thy 
pocket- book, filled wth unreckoned 

notes, to this charming incognita, to 
free her from the gripe of yon fell | 


_.-harpy |: 


Harp no harp upon me, . replied 
the well-ted landlady; you are getting: 
into your megrims again you had bet- 
ter mind your own business, you stupid 
Numps, than trouble yourself about 
that of your customers. People will 
have their own, by hook or by. crook, 
therefore it does not 5iify talking, just 
like the player folk; 80 don't stand 
logling there, you vat, but answer the 
bell in tlie G Granby, for the maliciqus, 
Olficers have been ringing these ten 
minutes; but you wouldn't hear, if the 
clapper was close to your ear, when vou 
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ate finishing one of the eatasstroſhys' al 
your eotifiuded romancing nonsense. 
A fresh peal now sounding, he was 
compelled to answer the summons, and 
departed with a languishing look and a 
leng-drawn sigh. dS 
> Shocked at being made the public. 
gaze of every passing ostler, Isabella had 
entered a parlour whose door stood open, 
While the talkative dame, addressing 
the man in office, said 1 5 
Lou may trust me, Sir, I'll take 
care to keep all safe, by locking your 
prisoner into the Wolf and Lamb ;— 
sure bind, sure find, has long been my 
motto; and then I'll shew yore Honour 
to ow Bear !” 

“That's right; and bring me a "MN 
of b and a bill of fare e dye 
hear, let the young woman have every 
thing she asks for, but her liberty. — 
You understand me, dame,” nodding 
| 1 . 
Parfectly; let me alone for that 

aan t born Lesterday—1 m * to. 


trap 
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tr ap—shel not talk me over * m not. 


to be coaxed out of my senses, or melt, 


ed by her wWhimpering. Im not so far 
gone in the patheticks as poor sappy-, 
aul Neddy be; he's a mighty tinder-, 


hearted spark—all Sympathy, love, and 


pity, and so forth. I don't know here 
he got such notions of friendship, and, 
kitidaiens and justice, and charity not- 
from me, Im sartin sure; believe he 
dibes these idears from reading the Novel 
and Romance books— Oh! dear heart, 
they does a deal of mischief, filling 
young bodies heads with honour, and 
generosity, and valour, and such sort 
of high-tlown stuff, that can't belong to 
poor folk !? _ 4 SFU 
% Why do you permit him, J " 
ed Cerberus, „to fill his mind, and 
waste his time in sucking in sueh goods- 
for-hothing trash? which has often turn- 
ed the heads of his betters before now.. 
Me have had Quixotes.of all sorts, and I 
suppose we shall now have a publican 
en He will be conceiting, him- | 
1 6 „ N 
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self a hero, and imagine it a fine inci- 
dent to assist my imprisoned heroine to 
make her Scape, and saddle you with 

her debts.” | . 
„ Don' t you be WINE" of that, he: 
cshan't go near her; if you think she's a 
slippery one, I'll tend her myself. — 
Why you must know, Sir, there's what 
«they calls a Circlehating Libary in this 
place, and I finds there be now one in 
every village in the kingdom; and they 
be supplied with the new publications, 
by the mail, fresh and fresh, from the 
Leadenhall Pository ; for a mort of them 
be there fabricated ! I tells Neddy, I 
lie ves to produce such quantities, they 
have found out an engine, something 
like that invented in the cotton manu- 
factory; and that they have a Novel, 
as well as a spinning Jenny.” — Here 
she shook her fat sides, in laughing at 
what she thought wit. But Neddy 
says, a great many of tliese here stories 
are wrote by Young Ladies Im sartin 
their mothers might find them better 
employment : 


{ 
/ 


1 ANDREW STUART. 2 5 229 


en ployment to mend their clothes I At 
wasn't so in my days; girls could neither 
write nor spell han h only learned 
to handle their needles; but now they are 
always flourishing away with their pens, 
scribbling varses, up to their elbows! in 
ink, and the deuce of a bit of work do 
they ever think about; but they're cute 
enough at invention. I wonders how 
they can find head to tell so many hes, 
and manage at the end to bring them 
_ 80 cleverly together!“ e 
„ Pshaw ! nonsense! What right 
have parents to expect their children 
should act better than themselves? — The 
daughters only imitate their mamas; 
for my friend Foolscap tells me, who is 
himself one of these poison venders, 
that there's more old girls that, to use 
your phrase, spin Novel fustian, by half 
than young ones. All ages, all sizes, 
labour at the loom, from the fat 
Dowager of sixty, to che sensitive Miss 1 
f sixteen!“ " 


v . . ” " , - * 
. 1 : "| 1 - o ” 
z » * 5 
* % * 1 d * 
N : 4 - 1 1 ) 
4 F ; 6 ” 1 » 
| | — | 
4 1 A 4 > * 
7 : % 2 : . 00 % 
* 4 7 < * 1 
pq * J . " 
* . 
- - : : 7 
4 \ / * 2 * 
7 


280. 5 ANDREW STUART: | 


15 Good lack ! good lack! what. will 
this nation come to ?—TI'm: quite 
astounded at what you tells me. It's 
all along, T verily think, of these here 
Sunday Schools, teaching the riff- 
raff of the parish to read and write : 
every bumpkin and milk-maid now 
spend their money in these book 
shops, and the public-houses are almost 


. . forsaken, except by the Soaking Club, 


who were all born before these new- 
tangled notions came into fashiog. I'm 
sure this larning will be the ruin of the 
kingdom. | 

Would you believe it, Sir, that my 
 Neddy is the very head of these here 
doings. He's always scuddling in holes 
and corners to read some of these 
Ladies Novels; and there the cub weeps 
and wails in such a sort, that from a 
rude, healthy, chubby boy as ever was 
seen, what with whining and grieving 
for the misfortunes of them there cattle, 
that never existed, and staying awake 
balf the night, that he may be certified 


ene 5 
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where they get out of their old castles, 
or ee dee cellars, or whither north 
turret tumbles into the river. with them, 
or they jump from the river into the 
north turret; he docs so fag and 
wherret himself, that he's eden such 
a poor, pale, lanky, weasened creature, 
that the wind could blow en away; and 
he looks just fit company for one of the 
ghostes he's so fond of following g among 
the tomb-stones, in his favourite books! 
II am but a poor, fr ail widow body, 
aa” am afeard must get somebody to 
manage my concarns, or Neddy will 
ruinate me; for when J complain that, 
now people read so much, they drink 
less, he says tis all for the best; that 
the world's enlightened, and they are 
right to prefer sipping at the Hellcount 
fountain to a draught of mild ale; but 
I tells en if all our customers were ta. 
bib nothing but that same Hellcount,. 
he would soon go to the devil, and the 
King's Heng be obliged to shut up. 
_ 


— 
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*© Why, according to BOM account, 
of has a hopeful landlord.” 
Ah! you might Say SO, if vou 
knew all; for when he's got into one of | 
his reading tantrums, he's just like 6ne 
crazed, and walks up and down the 
house, with a book in one hand, and a 
white handkerchief in the other, and 
every room-bell may ring, it never 
moves him! The gentiemen of our 
hunt always meet bere once a fortnight, 
wy Neddy. being got into one of his 
freaks, had like to have ata 
alk... | | 
9 Why, what en dity Ja % com- 
mit? 1 am curious to hear.” 5 | 
* Thus it was » he had 5 5 
a New Novel from London, and he was 
so eager about it, that he put the volume 
on the sideboard, and he read and tend- 
ed, and tended and read; for he's always 
like a thing bewitched, to come to the 
end. Just then the Chairman, Sir | 
Samuel Sulky, called for a glass of 
Madeira. It was his first coming out 


of 


take. ee een 
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| of door alter a fit of the gout, wlll he 
is always murrain eross; well, as I hope/ 
for Heaven, what does Neddy do, but 


poured him out a bumper of vine- 


gar. Sir Samuel was hot a talking 
about the election he lost, though a had 
all the Court interest, so a tossed it 
down his throat before a ound the mis- 
Hal ha! that was a capital liun⸗ 
der. — Did not Sir Samuel break every 
bone in his skin, or kick him down stairs 
at least-?—T am sure he deserved it.. 
*© No, no, not quite so bad as that 
neither; though a was main angry, and 
tore, and ranted, and swore he would 
desert the King's Head, and go where 
there was waiters not in heroics ; but 1 


flumped down on my knees, and begged _ . 
and prayed 'en a would not think of 


ruinating a poor widow ; and Neddy 


axed pardon, saying he was habstracted. 


The rest of the company used their in- 


terest with Sir Samuel to make him . 


forgive us ; but, by their sneering and 
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laughing, 1 r believe they chought 


it a goed joke! 


l I am sure it was none to the poor 


Baronet, for Neddy's sour sauce kicked 
up such a hubbub, pinching and grip- 


ing his poor carcase, that he roared like 


our town bull; a frighted me out of 


my wits for fear a should die, for a swore 
if he did, Neddy should be hanged. A 


was fain to be carried home to the Manor 
House, and sent for potecary directly. 
A did recover to be sure, but a bad 


bout a. had of it. He vowed a Should : 


never be able to bear the sight of a mar- 


ble- covered book again as long as he 


lived: for sake of the one which occa- 
sioned such commotion in his infernal 


hy region. —Lord love ye, this 1s not half 


the pranks I could tell you of my mis- 
fortunate boy's love of story books.” 
But, my good woman, what I have 


: already heard is fall as much as I have 
either time or patience. to ace! to at 


present.“ 


| J 
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„Well, well, I have done, for I never 


| complains—1 keeps all my trouble to 


myself —] tells nobody of my unhappi- ö 
ness in having a larned son; but this 
I must say, I believe the world's turned 
upside down, for children now take 


upon them to instruct their parents, 


lecturing and preaching to them about 
religion, honesty, and justice, and doing 
their duty toward God and their neigh- 
bour, and a mort of such old-fashioned 
stuff; —it won't make the pot boil, as 1 
tells Neddy ; to do that, we must take 
care of number one, or all 11. fine Pa- 85 
lavering won't take care of us. 
Her auditor, who had long shewn 
signs of impatience, and made several 
unsuccessful efforts to escape (for my 
landlady having seized him by the button, 


and mounted her gossipping hobby, her 


career was not easily stopped), driven 
to the extremity of his endurance, 
roared out in a voice of thunder— - 
Damn Neddy : and his Novels to“ 
gether ; don't bother me any more with 
| La \ { 8 | either, 5 
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7 either, but march off, and get my din- 


ner, for I have * miles to travel to- 
nige 

At this eventful moment the hero of 
contention made his appearance; slap- 
ping his mother on the shoulder, he in- 
terrupted the reply she was going to 
make, by informing her she must hasten 
to drop her curtsies to the trio of 


Justices, who were just hobbling from 


the Turtle to their carriages, ** to eat 

in dreams the custard of the day.” _ 
Neddy, having delivered his message, 

departed ; but his mama, offeaded that 


any body should take liberties with her 


son but herself, could not follow him 
till she had justified his consequence to 
her surly 25 by answering him 


Vith 


Marry come up! though I finds 
fault with Neddy, that's no reason you 


should; for I believe he's a richer and a 


better, and I'm sure he's a wiser man 
than yourself, as he's an horitor, and 
dpreobies 1 in the Club, and corresponds 

| inn 
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with your writing folks, and philoso- 
phers, and wits, "ng is making a book 
himself, that's to be called „The 
Tremors of Sympathy.” _ 


It is impossible to say when she would | 
have stopped, had not Cer berus made his 
escape. She turned to the parlour where 
Isabella had been an enforced listener 
to the foregoing dialogue, then locking 


the door, and clapping the key in her 
pocket, she waddled off to pay her re- 
spects to the delegates of Justice. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


— 


- 


JranraA had hooks very - attentive to 


the discourse on Vovels and Neddy 
which in some degree had amused 4 
mind from cells too intently on her 
own forlorn situation. That appearing 


truly desperate, she meant to watch an 


opportunity to relate her sad tale to the 
sympathizing Neddy; ; which, from a 


concatenation of circumstances, bore 80 


near an affinity to the misadventures 
of the heroines of his favourite studies; 
she flattered herself that a mind, hu- 


manized. and softened by constantly 


perusing appeals tothe susceptible beart, 
could not refuse to lend his assistance to 


| liberate | 


ANDREW #rvanr; „ 


4 


| liberafe an unfor tunate damgel; about 
to be confined in a castellatedgnansion, 
and Susan by a ee { drags of the 
>" ws 6 
On a review of her case, N 
feared that a writ from the Court of 
King's Bench, a bailiff, a lock-up house, 
and a prison, were common incidents, 
and every day misfortunes, that occur- 
red to hundreds of unfortunate mortals; — 
therefore were not enough of the mar- 5 
vellous to move the high-wrought sus- 
| ceptibilities of a romantic visionary, to 
feel for such vulgar sufferings and o 
currences, that oppress his species. They 
were not sufficiently exalted, sublime, 
astonisbing, unnatural, improbable, and 
| impossible, to create an interest in the 
bosom of a lover of Utopian productions; 
for whose amusement their authors call 
spirits from the vasty deep; make earth, 
air, and water change situations, cross 
over, and figure in, like a Scotch reel! 
While Isabella revolved the chances 
"nt _ TI: the SUCCESS. of her pe... 
meditated 8 
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good dinner; 


where she was a going. 


% eee nr 


mMeditated attac Kön the sensftive Kniolit 
or "the daberge,"dll* her" kirMuilt hepes 


© Fanished on the appearance of the round 


Shining face of his mama, whose turbid 


Passens and avaricious propensities pre- 
cluded ever y hope of success. 


She en- 
tered beari ing a dish of fish; a e of 

ducks brought up the rear, which, 
when the bustling hostess liad seen pro- 


perly disposed upon the table, she de- 


sired her fair guest to try and make a 
becase as how she might 
not soon get such another in the place 
Her travelling 
companion entering, and seating himself, 


ans cërè monie, at the bottom of the 


table; Isabella perceived she must give 
up all idea of interesting in her cause the 


Heroic inn-keeper, his place being r 
| plicd by a cher ry-cheeked damsel. - 


She resolved to follow the UP un- 


feeling advice of the landlady, and try, 

by eating, 

N might 10 borkdy able to encounter and 
5 a 8 troubles that she expected 


to sustain herself, that she 


<TD 
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to meet on the termination of her 
journey, which, from the couversation 
of her jailer, she found drew near its Z 
conclusion. | 
In the course of their meal; which 
Was passed in perfect taciturnity by 
Isabella, and vulgar garrulity by her 
companions, she frequently perceived 
Neddy walking before the window, in 
a sort of moody melancholy, with a book 
in his hand, from which he often stole a 
look, to cast sor rowful glances at ne 
room that contained tlie object of his 
curiosity, the fair incognita 

The ardent soul and heated imagina- 
tion of the youthful Neddy, panted to 
perform some chivalric deed, that might 
rank him high in Novel fame ! It had 
long been the desideratum of his wishes 
to homie: some distressed damsel from 
durance; his constant orisons were of- 
fered up, that he might be ordained 
the chosen mortal to snatch some in- 
1 fair one from a ruthless Jailer, to 

«OR OT. 
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cbunteract the plots of a vile seducer, 
And after a thousand hair-breadth 

escapes, restore her immaculate to the 
embraces of a widowed mother, an af- 
fectionate brother, or a distracted lover. 
These were exploits he ardently wished 
to perform. 

Unfortunately thy enthusiasm, Ned- 
dy, in the cause of benevolence, and 
intentions to circumvent oppression, 

were defeated by the vigilance of thy 
mama; who never lost Sight, for one 
moment, of the object af: thy tender 
commiseration, till she assisted her into 
the chaise that, with four stout horses, 
thou sawest, with a long-drawn sigh, 
turn out of the court-yard, and pursue 
the high road with rapidity e 
knight of the blue apron beheld, with 
pungent regret, the adventurous achieve- 
ment of rescuing the fair incognita from 
her persecutors, was reserved fod some 
more fortunate cavalier. 
Isabella, who, from the discourse of 
her companion and the talkative land- 
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lady, was led to suppose that her tedious 
Journey drew near a conclusion, thought 5 
only how she should defeat her ene- 
mies, and effect her escape. Her sus- 
picions being awakened, she resolved to N | 
combat her oppressors with spirit and 
energy, by not allowing herself to sink 
into inert despondency, at the moment, 
she was called upon by her situation to 
exert those mental and acquired powers 
with which she was eminently gifted; 
determined to oppose decidedly the ar- 
tifices, that she must expect would. be 
practised by those, who had thus divide 
her from the very few friends that would 1 
have afforded her protection. "I 
Thus at one instant, while she was 
bringing her reason to a forcefulness, 
that should enable her to meet the 
dreaded ſtiture with for titude, the next 
she revolved if there was a possibility 8 
to turn the present time to any advan- 
tage. She naturally supposed her chance 
of escaping would be much less, when 
inclosed N the bolts and bars with 
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SAR She was threatened, than now, 
while passing the road in a civilized 


country ; she could not see any pas- 


sengers, from the blinds being constant- : 


5 iy drawn- up above her vision. 


For the last two days which they had 


been travelling, she had heard. no car- 


riage pass, but now and then the heavy 


rumbling of a broad-wheel waggon ; or 


any passengers, but the voices of drovers 
that appeared hallooing to the cattle 
they followed, in tones and a language 
perfectly new to her ears. From these 
circumstances she augured but sniall 


hopes of escaping Prom" her keeper ; 
Isabella supposed herself in bis Majesty's 5 
dominions, but in what part she was yet 


to learn; she recollected that the gar- 
rulous hostess of the King's Head had 
boasted of the preference of her accom- 


modations, by announcing the house 
an English inn; for though her poor 


dear Neddy was a native, she was born 
aud bred in Westminster! * | 
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Isabella was aroused. from hex. rever ie : 
by the voice of her travelling comp 
nion, by whom she was thus addressed: 
Pray, my fair charge, may, 1 in⸗ 
quire the nature of that profound study, 
in which you have appeared immersed F 
for the last half. hour >—Peradventure 
you were revolving on the disappointment 
you have just experienced, in not find. 
ing an opportunity to impart my cruel 
inflictions, and claim the potent protec- | 
tion of the seraphic N eddy! Foe 
What reason have you, Sir, for sup⸗ 5 55 
| posing I meditated any such application! 75 1 5 
«© By a sure criterion, the varying. 
changes of your countenance, "that 
never-failing index to the human mind. 
Such an appeal would have availed vou 
little, had you been permitted to have 
made it; that fellow's shallow brain 
is literally crazed, and his health de- 
stroyed, by poring. over those baneful, 8 
heterogeneous compositions ycleped Ro- EM 
mances, Adventures, Historical Novels, ; "i 
Novels, and Novellettes 
1 „Having 
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5 Having nothing better Ny 40, let 
us analyze their various ingredients in 
the crucible of truth! In the first, the 
appearance of probability is not even at- 


tempted to be preserved; the authors 


have only to excite surprise, astonish- 


ment, and terror, through the power of 


Supernatural agency ; while the reader, 


by sacrificing the claims of sense to the 


delusions of fancy, embodies all the ter- 


rific chimeras raised by a vivid i imagina- 
tion, and gives to © airy nothings a 


local habitation and a name.. 


The second is a scion, sprung from N 
the same germ, and may be fairly weigh- 


ed in the balance of truth and usefulness, 
with the miraculous accounts given to 


the world in the T ravels of Rabinson 


Crusoe, Philip Quarle, Peter Wilkins, 
Captain Lemuel Gulliver, Baron Mun- 
| chausen, and the Hero of Abyssinia! 


„The third, still of the same genus, 


1s composed of such an absurd farrago 


of real events, and improbable fiction, 


buch a {Jumble of truth and falsehood, 
i ; 1 K | ns. that 
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that while the taste is gratified, and the 
imagination amused, poor memory 15 
irreparably injured, and daily commits 
itself by the most palpable contradic- 
tions; the brain being a perfect chaos, 
occasioned by a mixture of unna- 
tural incongruities, such strange com- 
binations of what has, and what never 
could have happened, that the bewil- 
dered mind cannot sever the chaff from 
then, 1 55 
The fourth and fifth we may de- 
scant on together; the latter being only 
an imbecile twig of the former plant, 
which lacking both heat and strength, 
is crude and indigestible. I look upon 
this species of writing as of a more Se 
ductive and deleterious quality, than ; 
any other of those publications with | 
which the overloaded press teems !“? 
„ hope, replied his astonished au- 
ditress, hardly recognising the vulgar 
bailiff in her present cynical companion, 
hose conversation proved him well 
read in men and manners, that you 
M4 X exclude: 


CI 


er "x 4 gre an + — * — > — 
= * 2 — — V— . 8 * — 


Kt 


- —— TIT. mk 4: \ - , — g r 
- eee oON os n AC TE 2A. 
F FIGS UV SY PEE ITE ER" ons 7 Or an Ne” 

— oof 1 ere — 
— — * 


1 1 

* 

_ 
1 
* 
i 


— —— — 2 Wu A Re ———̃ — — — — — 
. 
+ 


| 2 - pre 510% CoD, 


" : - 9 . l = 
2 — . - — . " — 7 . * 
— — ————— „530 * — Ee Oe +. N wo . * = _— 2 1 n . * 14 4 on 4 * — 
— > peter - — 5 , 3 — — — — a" - 2 — —— " * 1%. / een em irs 
- n — e — — 22 22 2 — — —— — 2 
3 —ů — —— —-U 5 — 
— — — " 
k 4 ; ' 
= * 
y £ " : 0 
4 « 


248 > ANDREW STUART; Rs 
en satirical attacks on unoffend-⸗ 


588 W 


ing individuals, and political pamphlets 


to inflame a nation.” 


True; they are equally injurious 


to society , and ought to be grubbed up, 


root and branch, and thrown into the 


fire | XxX know not why we load with 
Praises, and hold i in such high estima- 


tion the first inventor of printing. In 
my humble opinion, the world was much 


happier before it was known! Know- 


edge and learning were then more 


: valued and better appreciated ; confined ' 
to a few individuals, like medals, they 


1 


derived their consequence fr om their 


scarcity ;—now any pretender to new- 
| fangled notions finds it so easy to disse- 


minate his opinions, that every man 
takes it upon him to decide for himself, 
and « flocks are as wise as their guide.” 
I therefore affirm it is the most perni- 
cious and destructive art that has been 
handed down to posterity.“ oy 
Rl When you make such an avowal, 
what do you Loy of gunpowder? which 
is 
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15 aid to hade been discovered by A: reli= 
gieun, who surely ought, by his profes- 
sion, to have in eulcatel the mild doctrines: 
of peace, whose studies should have been: 
directed to stop the effusion of human 
blood; yet the disciple of a merciful. 
Master was the first fabricator of those 
death-dealing particles, that have car- 
ried destruction to the uttermost part ts 
of the earth, by instructing us to de- 


stroy our species with the greater faci- 5 


lity ; : It. has multiplied battles, fami- 


liarized us to slaughter, and acer 


bated mankind's ambition, OO. for * 
| gain, and love of war!“? N 
{© I perceive, ” replied. her companion, 


you are one of the enlightened. fer. 


males of the eighteenth century on 
have been a reader, and I suppose think 
yourself sufficientiy gifted to confute 
received. opinions of religion, discuss 
knotty points of law, explore the de epths. 


of science, and, by the aid of, ameta-: 


physical soplistry, plunge boldly i into | 


political. i Yo ou can, n 


doubt, 
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* doubt, Wbndmiize, botanize, Mbrakire 
| and | philosophize, dash at. every thing | 


to „gain publicity; ; a decided cosmopo- 
lite, a pupil of the new school, whose 
dibeiples are employed in settling the 


moral order of things; - while their chil- | 


dren. are slighted, and the family Pro- 
vince neglected, their husbands cre- , 


| ditors are str iking a docket against their 
goods and chattels Dr. Johnson once 


said, women were to be envied because 
they could employ their time in hem- 


Ke ming a handkerchief; had he lived to 


this era, he would have been Shocked to 


perceive how very few of his fair coun- 
trywomen are inclined to avail them- 
selres af such a sexual privilege.” 


Isabella, who felt mortified at his sar- 


8 casms, answered The sex in gene- 
| ral, Sir, are not much indebted to you for 


your-good opinion; and for this ironical 


attack upon myself, I beg vou will ac- 


cept my particular thanks. 
„Ob! you are very welcome; vou 


made the gr ievance of which you. com- 
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plain. When! fair ladies will get out of 


the latitude prescribed them, and med- 


dle with combustible materials, they es 
must abide the consequence of an. ex- 1 


plosion- But, by pursuing irrelevant 
matter, we have waudered far from the. 


original subject, which was the utility = 
of learning to constitute happiness, and 
the use and abuse of books. — Hear me: 1 
patiently to an end, and if you are not « 
convinced: by my arguments, you Shall | 


try to make a proselyte of me, by de- 
ſanding the present mania for Tead- 


ing.” 14 


I agree to tlie tern, and beg yo yo * 


will proceed.“ 


the King's Head; though the diction 


Was not elegant, the reasons Were foret> =, | 


ble, and the arguments. conclusiye, | 
cause their foundation was truth. 


| There is hardly a prentice boy, foot Er 
man, or servant-maid Who is. not, by . 
their MEANS, rendered idle, nge dſl - 05. 

? IE 5 E M 6 ny goods ©... = 4 


2 nov ie... + 
© You no- doubt NEE what Was HP 


| urged against Novels by the hostess of” 
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good-for-nothing, having their Sade 
completely turned by the perusal of such 
trash — There is not a Henry, nor a 
Charles that does not expect to find 
himself one day acknowledged as a na- 
tural, or unnatural son of some noble 
progenitor; nor a Mary or a Frances, 
that does not suppose her delectable 
agremens will 80 faseinate her master, 
or her master's heir, that, in defiance of 
prudence and propriety, she shall be 
exalted to command in chat house, where 
be had formerly obeyed! D li: 
i Thastbemindeofonrdompationfiſied- 
ith such inflammable gas, are too much 
in the clouds to descend to the humi- 
liation of performing the menial offices 
for - which they were originally desig- | 
nated. by Nature and education ; find- 
ing themselves balked in their romantic 
eto turned forth to wänder, 
too idle to work, too proud to beg, the 
male students take the air in an evening 
on Hounslow, Bagshot, or Blackheath; 
While the females nightly perambulate | 
* e and are 1 8 to that im- 
. e menge 
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mense number of aufortuuute; wretehed | 
| beings, - Who, according to Mr. Colt 
2 s account, already form so oh. 
sider able a mass of this vast metropolis. 
| These are some of the serious evils : 
of Novel readling! I will now'givey6h 
a few instances of the ridiculous, Within 
my own knowledge. Being one 'day | 
engaged to dine with a fürnch at four 
o'clock; I was told by him, on my ar- 
rival, it would be five, owing to a laugh 
able cireumstance that Bad procrasti- 
nated their meal; namely, the butchers 
apprentice, that was to bring a leg of 
mutton, having choulderct it in his 
tray, willing to lose no time in finishing 
a favourite Romance, read as he walk; 
ed; and so absorbed was the knight of 
the. cleaver by his studies, that a prowE 
ang mar auder, more eager to swallow 
meat than erudition, levanted with the 
limb of the wether, which / Was never 
missed by the devourer of literature till, 
on descending the area-steps, the e. 
clamations & 20 Ig and 
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_ enraged cook, aroused the young son of | 


slaughter from his studious immersion !” 


-- © This, ” replied the laughing Isabella, 
is a very good story, and well calcu- 
lated t6 assist your arguments against 
this species of reading.” , 5 

It is not the less true for being 


comique. This furor for reading is a 


growing evil; the germ is firmly fixed, 
and it has spread its ramifications. 


around. If the mania was confined to- 
the higher ranks alone, it could not do 


so much mischief 4 but-it is an epidemic: 


disease, and pervades every order of the 


community, from the vender of chand- 


a ler? s ware, in Broad St. Giles's, to the more 


elegant depositories of millinery in the 
precincts of Bond Street and Pall Mall !— 
You-can hardly visit the shops of en 
without being convinced, buy their re- 
pellant looks, that you have disturbed the 


studies of the young ladies and eue 


men behind the counter! i 
Jo prove my axiom true; wanting 


a pair of gloves; I lately entered one of 
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those fashionable repositories, and was 8 
setved by a pretty sentimental looking 


girl, whose blue eyes. were suffused 
with tears. On inquiring the cause of 
her grief, she told me that a very | 

enter, fascinating young man had 
been there, about an hour before, and 

desired to look at some silk stockings; 5 
she being at the moment deeply en- 

gaged with a very interesting scene, in 
the Victim of Duplicity, he politel7 
begged he might not interrupt her, 


being in no haste—he would wait till 


she had concluded the chapter; in 
the interim, he had found an opportu- 
nity to secrete a card of lace, that she 
had neglected to replace, valued at ten 
pounds, which Mr. Gouffrée insisted on 
her paying for; this, to her, was a most 
calamitous catastropfa ei! 
„ informed the fair mourner 1 re- 


gretted her loss, but hoped it would ul- 5 5 


timately be an advantage; for had she 
been frilling, puffing, or plaiting, in 
short acting - in her proper occupation, 


ES 
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she wo uld not now be herself the Victim | 


of duplicity ! After measur ing me for a 


few minutes with her ey es, which ex- 
Pressed ineffable contempt, she sai dp 


© What an unfeeling Hottentot ! your 
heart must surely be as rigid as your 


features; I therefore beg you will take | 

your gloves, and keep your adyice for 
| those more inclined to benefit by. it than. 
5 your humble servant !” 


From these, and numerous other 
incidents 1 could recite, I think there 
should be an Act of Parliament against 


| the multiplication of Circulating Libra- 

ries, which spring up like e ee in 

all the villages and petty hamlets 3 in the 
| kingdom. From every individual being 


taught to read and reason, they be- 


come eager for information: this i 18 the : 

occasion of all those demoer atical opi- 

nions which have been spread through 

| the Kingdom, revolutionizing the minds 
and manners of the common people. 8 By. 

encouraging their fondness for books, 


and allowing them the privilege of - 
5 . . 


* 
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thinking; ; plucking away the veil of 
ignorance that formerly rendered. them ; | 
_ contented and happy with their lot, you., 

produce 1 remonstrance and disatfect on; 3 
these ultimately lead to a desire of ©: con- * 
fusion, a love of anarchy, and a wish for. 


4311 


change, which concludes in lostering 8 
rebellious principles, aubversive | of al : 
order i in Church and State. W Ns + 5 
wc 1 have Aa great inclination to enter 5 | 
the lists with you, though I have not 
the vanit y to flatter myself with making 
you a prosely te to my ideas; because 
Jou are evidently too much wedded to 
your own opinion to adopt mine.” £8: Wy Tae 
Wed Get on, however; for 1 am de- 25 
sirous to hear what powerful arguments | 
7 ou have to oppose against stubborn 5 
facts! 1 warn Jou, they must be ir- 
refr agable, - 0 have N 8 . 
| making me a convert.“ | „ 
| The cause 18 S good one, were the _ 
pleader equal to its support, £ plies” 
Babella. 85 15 feel it requires no Smell, 


5 malt 
por tion of courage to take your 
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gauntlet, and stand forth the champion 
of Novel fabricator s, against one $0 
strongly fortified by the bulwarks of 
Prejudice and ridicule, to oppose their 
_ admirers, who seek amusement and en- 
tertainment dare I finish the tr iplet by 
saying instruction, from their perusal !” 
ou are certainly free to assert any 
thing, if you are equal to produce suf- 
ficicnt reasons to e your hy po- 
thesis. 
Allow me then to cbucres. your viru- 
lent attacks upon every species of litera- 
ture, that are the productions of fancy, 
taste, and genius, are highly illiberal; 
and your inferences unjust. Against 
modern Novels, in particular, you have 
hurled your anathemas; and give them, 
in my opinion, a false consequence, 
when you positively avow the doctrines 
they disseminate are capable of over- 
throwing Church and State, and shaking 
mighty empires to their foundation! 
In a country like this, where the liberty 
of the — has on for centuries its 
5 8 e | Rx] bulwark 


— 
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i bulwark and its boast, it may be easily 


supposed, in every department of lite- 
rature, abuses may, and have crept in; | 


and publications, the ephemera of a day, 


seen the light, that ought not to have 
emerged from primeval darkness; but 


they are read, and consigned to merited 


_ oblivion, if not made of consequence by 
being opposed and answered ! 


«As to C irculating Libraries being 


prejudicial, I am convinced the con- 


trary is the fact ;—that they have en- 
abled the larger mass of the community 
to read books they could no other way 
have obtained, is certain; the learned 
tomes of our forefathers, being as firmly 


fastened in the libraries of the noble 


and the opulent, as the gold in their 
ang Wies aid the Per , . 
equally precluded from the advantages 
to be derived by knowledge, as he is 


from the gratifications to be procured 
by riches | Even according. to the ac- 
count of Neddy 8 mother; the lower 
one of young Pw * used to 
A  waste 


> 
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| yagte, their, time and Mongh, in sotti-h 


3 


idleness, now spend, both, in rational 


amusement allowing Four inference 


to be right, that it renders them ro- 
mantic, is it not better they sbould 
rise into fancied heroes, than To MAPS 


ennese degenerate into rand de 


are of public 8 are to be found. 
the works of many fairauthors, and not 


a few of your own sex, who have exert- 


ed their talents, taste, and knowledge 
of the world, to polish and edify the 
rising generation; whose volumes will be 


ever read with pleasure by those young. 


people, who must feel and acknowledge 


their obligations, for the instruction 


they have derived from the religion, 


morality, honour, and truth they incul- 
cate by precept, and render impressive 


Z by example. ; Under the form of amuse- 


ment, the mind, left to make its own. 


election, . imperceptibly imbibes senti- 
ments of pr opriety and a love of virtue; 


„ perhaps, it never would have 
received 


ay Th Sr 1 - 
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: keelthed from tlie rigid db ttin of” 4 
formal gouvernante, or the dictatorial n 
lessons of a frowning g pedagogue. e 
„While thus I plead the usefulness | 


of works of imagination, +: would not : 5 


be supposed to mean that there are no 
exceptions. The Novel plant i is of u 
most prolific genus, and rather multi- 
plies too abundantly for all to beequally _ 

good! The soil being. rich, and the de- 
mands great, have induced the gar deners 
to present sometimes a spur ious sort to 


the public. This calls loudly for the 


_ pruning knife of Discretion, to top . 


the decayed branches, and a car oft 
 weeder to clear the ground, 198 che! 
original root may again flourish. 9 25 
"WY think I have proved your deduc- 
wwe wrong, therefors cannot allow that 
the fondness for reading produces mi- 
sery to the lower orders 15 society; not 
believing with you, that 5 ignorance is 
Pliss.“ Whether we take a retrospect 
of times long past, or the . . — 5 
2 the present m moment, we shall find that tlie | 
| x poo = 


& 
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people most ferocious, barbardusg and 
unmanageable, are those whose minds, 


uncultured, have not been expanded by 


learning; who have never felt the vivi- 
fying rays of knowledge whose senses, 


kept in impervious. darkness, have not 
been taught to claim the privilege of 
their Species, to reason, compare, act, p 
| and think for themselves! | 


{© In this enlightened. era, the mints | 
of folly, by the liberality of individuals, 
are fast dispersing from the visual op- 
tics even of the formerly stupid and 
illiterate ! The utility, and the system 
of intellectual improvement, will evince 


itself; for the more man understands 
x tis incumbent duties, and the claims 


society has upon him, the better he will 


perform them. He may be assimilated 


to an infant the first time he tries his 


legs to walk: from the novelty of the 
sensation, he will commit many errors, 
often stagger, sometimes ſall; but when 


after repeated effort, feeling his power, 
J AYER 


member, and a loyal subject!“ 
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he stands firm, erect, and pursues his p 
course steady and assured! M 
This typifies man on his first eman- 
cipation from primeval ignor ance; he 
may be liable, in the distraction of the 


— 


moment, impelled by the novelty of his 


ideas, to act with more folly than judg- 
ment; hut when the effervescence of 
his passions is meliorated by time, the 
more he feels his consequence in the 
scale of human beings, and what is ex- 
pected from him, as an individual, to- 
ward the community at large, the better 


he will perform his part as a worthy 
& 
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1 SABELLA had, by the misfortunes 
of her parents, been devoted to igno- 
rance in the last receptacle of neglected 
wretchedness—a-parish poor-house ; she 
had been saved from it, and taught 
to read by the kind attention of her 
first humble friends, and after, by the 
| worthy Carate, instructed how to esti- 
mate the gift, by making a proper 
use of her mental Wen - when re- 
; siding with her sister, she had dedicated 
1 ih leisure hours to study, by which 
BE she had improved her understanding, 
ES polished her manners, and Str * 
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Grateful for these incalculable advan- 
tages she derived from books, she was 
ever eloquent in their praise; and, with _ 
eager effer vescence;- defended her fa- 
vourite thesis—that poverty loses half 
its sting, when instruction has enabled 
the victim to extract patience, comfort, 
hope, and pleasure from the never-fail- 
ing reservoir of a vell-cultivated i ima- 
gination. | 
She was, ther ehen, 80 far Ainet 
* the foregoing subject, that she for- 
got, in the ebullition of her zeal for 
literature, the miseries of her present 
situation, or her fears for the future.— 
On stopping at the end of her speech to 
hear her companion's answer, she had 
the mortification to observe her orato- 
rical powers had taken a very differgnt 
effect from what vanity led her to ex- 
pect, having been thrown away upon 
an inanimate auditor; he having eat 
heartily, drank potently, argued furious- 
ly, now g e ol snored 
0norously, || 97 21% e ogg 
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As Isabella viewed him in silence, abe 
could not conceive who or what he 
could be; Who, though rough in 
bis manners and appearance, had, 
within the last hour, thrown off the 
mask, and convinced her, by his con- 
versation, he was not the personage 
whom he chose to represent; for his 
language was good, his remarks per- 
tinent, though satirical ; and if his ar- 
guments did not bring conviction to a 
strong mind, they were perfee tly cal- 
culated to dazzle a weak one! That his 
heart was bad, there could not be the 
least doubt, because he was embarked in 
a cause to betray the innocent, and 
outrage the laws of society. 

Since his character had opened upon 
her, she saw no hopes of escaping the 
vigilance of so determined a keeper, 
whose rigid firmness would never yield 
to be melted by complaints, which he 
- would laugh at as the romantic wail- 
ings of a puling girl, who knew not 
her own interest. She resolved, there- 
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fore, to make no application” to the 
snarling e ti 
While she revolved this i in her mint, 
it occurred that now was the moment, 
while her Cerberus profoundly slept, to 
make one bold effort for liberty; which 
might be effected, could she perceive 
any passenger likely to second the at- 
tempt, by making an exertion in the 
cause of humanity.” M1 
At this instant the rapid which of a 
chaise advancing, broke upon the still 
ness of the air. ee mined not to lose 
the only chance that might occur, she 
tried to softly let down the front blind, 
when, to her extreme mortification, she 
found it was fastened by a secret spring 
in a manner she could not- undo! In 
an agony she tried the sides they were | 
equally secure; rendered desperate by 
this disappointment, on hearing the 
vehicle pass close, she uttered a piercing 
scream, ich roused her siumbering 
guardian, who instantly clapping one 
of 19 hands before her mouth, While 
, with 


' 
: 
| 
bl 
| \ 
8 
4 
3 
* 


268 ANDREW START. 


with the other he drew fortli a horse- 
pistol, vowed, with the most horrid ex- 


Ecrations, tha*if she attempted to move 


or speak n, she #hould 1 not survive 
an instant. TIL: <0; 1 
The Ng love 6f life, e 
no doubt in our breasts for the wisest 
purposes, prevailed upon the trembling 


Isabella; who faithfully promised to 


allow herself to be conducted to the end 


of her journey, without making any 


future attempt at liberation. 

+ Fil take care you shall, my wits 
pery Madam; you won't catch me nap- 
ping again, depend upon 1t.—I will not 
forfeit my veracity, which is pledged 
to my employers to safely lodge you at 
Mount Monagan; dead or alive, you 
shall repose, as Neddy would say, your 


fair fragile form there this night. — Lou 


did not think, pretty one, to deceive the 


old fox. - No, ao, 1 guessed your in- 
tentions of escaping, by your desiring 


to stop at the inn; and perceived your 


wishes to Pour out your Fitne woes 
S931: Y 22 in 
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in the ear of the rodoubwhie champion” 


1 the King's Head; whom, in your ro- 


mantic ideas, I suppose you took __ some 
Prince in disguise. - bo 
Had not the old dion defeated - 
your intentions of addressing him, of 
what use do you think it could have 
been to you ?—Can you imagine L 
would have resigned my prize to the 
thread-paper knight, whom, by one 
Cornish hug, I could have squeezed 
into annihilation ? While you thought 
me asleep, and was trying the blinds, I 1 
was watching your motions; you see 1 
am not to be imposed upon by such 
shallow artifices : therefore, unless you 
wish for worse treatment than I am in- 
clined to give you, submit patiently to 
your fate; do not attempt to deceive 
me, or flatter yourself with the forlorn 
hope of eluding my watchful vigilance.“ 
- While thus bg apostrophized to the 
weeping Isabella, she saw the inutility 2, 
of struggling to avoid her destiny, and 
resolved to wait the conclusion of her 
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adventure. in silence. Whatever place 
this Mount Monagan might be, to 


which he avowed he was conveying her, 


and what treatment she should en- 


counter when there, employed her per- 
turbed thoughts; till nature exhausted 
with the fatigue of constant travelling 
for two days and nights; she fell into a 
profound slumber, from which she 
awoke not till roused by the voice of 


her companion, who wished her and 
himself joy that they were arrived at the ; 
end of their eventful journey. 


On looking around, she perceived me 


elderly man with a light, whose reflect- 


ed rays shewed her a large grey stone 


building. When handed from the chaise 
by her companion, she found herself on 


a drawbridge, the clanking of whose 
massy chains made her blood thrill with 
horror; for she now really thought she 
was going to be immured within the 


walls of a loathsome prison. 


She knew) how impe OOtep t 3 


: monstramce or W therefore, in 


benen | 
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tear ul silence, n her; conductor, | 
who having opened the door of, a large: 
oak parlour, told her he would send an 
female attendant to her instantly. The 
gloomy appearance of the room, cold 
and dispiriting, seemed to chill the vital 
principle that throbbed at her heart, as 
she fearfully threw her eyes ar ound; 
which the feeble gleams of a single an- 
dle, placed on a massy | marble slab, 
served to increase, 1900 making „ dark»! 
ness visible... tel 
Had Isabella don as ; far gone in the | 
regions of Romance as many of her 
compeers, she might really have fancied, 
herself a heroine of the fifteenth century, 
chosen to achieve some surprising and 
wonderful adventure, when, after havingg 
eluded the vigilance of her keepers, shes : 
would find it incumbent to commenee 
her nightly perambulations. She felt 
not the magnetic influence of a ghostlx 
director; nor, aided by Supernatural cou 
| 0s nh propelled to ex plore the gub- 5 
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tertaneous passages and dungcons of this | 


t 


castellated ainsen !! Hg 2h 
+ "Depressed by mental sufferin 80 ex- 
hadsted by bodily fatigue, she longed 


most ardently to repose her aching and 
weary limbs on a bed, however coarse 


its texture. Having thrown herself into 
a chair, she awaited | e er fiat ve 85 


her Jailers. 


A woman, on whose bend was shed the 
snow of above sixty winters, now made 
her appear ance. and desired her to fol- 
low, in a language that had so strong a 
twang of the dsciples of St. David, 
that she concluded herself in the au- 
cient Principality of Wales! After 
ascending a number of stone stairs, 


upon which the dilapidations of Time 


were very visible, they entered a cham- 
ber about ſifteen feet square: it was 
furnished with an old-fashioned bed of 


coarse brown serge, and chairs covered 


with the same, too weighty to be moved 


from their original position by the im- 
begule efforts of I * : an oak table 
| 2 I 
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that held a mirror, which had more 
' wood than glass in its composition, 
proclaiming the habitation and its orna- 
ments were coeval with the birth 0 88 
their beloved Llewellyn! ; 
Iller Cicerone informed her that this: "a 
bed was well aired, and that she would | 
send her some supper. Isabella, Whose : 
tears flowed fast as she reconnoitered 
the dreary abode, in which she believed | 
herself to be immured for the worst of 
purposes, answered she could not eat; i 
and, with some trouble, made her com- 
prehend she should feel herself gr ateful, 
for a bason of tea. The old woman 
nodded assent; and after having lighted 
a candle that stood ready on the table, 
which shewed she was an expected. 
guest, departed, locking the door, after, - 
her; and taking the kev: n "tad 
In despite of all Isabella' 8 Wee 
and wise resolutions not to despond, she 
was sinking fast into morbid melan- 
choly; her sorrows acerbated by a re- 
view of the Past, the horrors, of her 
3: WS - present 2 
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present situation, and the still more 
dreadful incertitude ef the future, She had 
not moved from thechair on which she had 


first sat down; she was thus buried in a 
profundity of bitter recollections, When 
her attention was called to a blooming 
young Welch girl, * ho entered with a 
bason of tea, ety a capacious plate of 
toast, which convinced Isabella there 
was no intention of starving her! On 


addressing the attendant, she had the 
mortification to find she neither spoke 
nor understood any language but her 
native tongue. This convinced her that 


her persecutors had prepared against her 
making any attempts to move this good- 
matured looking rustic in her favour ; 


or even, through her means, to gain in- 
formation in whose power she was, or. 
in what place confined. | 


Having, therefore, partaken of what 


she brought, she made signs to take it 


away, for that she should go to rest. 
This was understood by the maid, who. 
retired, Aot forgetting to observe the 

| locking 
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9 up ceremony! Isabella, feeling; 
herself refreshed, began, as is usual with, 
beroines in similar situations, to ex, 
amine her prison, She could find. 1 
sliding panels, nor any door but that, 
by which she entered; there were twa 
windows, but, she was. surprised to, ob- 5 
serve they were not fortiſied with those : 
iron-bars she had been led to expect; 
she was pleased to be enabled to prevent 
intruders by a massy.iron; bolt, Which 
having fastened, and placed her candle 
in the chimney, and recommended herr 
self to the Omnipotent Creator of the 
uni rende, hang eye per vadeth Al; she 
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coarse materials, where, With N 


science free from guile, she -enjoyeſ 
those refreshing slumbers, which ere 


vainly courted under gilded. canopies, 
on beds of down, by her, guilty per- 
 8ecutors | us JK 0515 us 
On awaking in he morning, and 
 koking, at her watch, she was sun png 
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to find it nine o'clock ; renovated by so 


many hours sound sleep, she arose in 


better health, and even spirits, than she 


had experienced since her unjust deten- 


tion. The vivifying orb of day shone 
brightly into the room; its effulgence 


cheered and re-assured her. On open- 


ing the casement, which was placed so 


high she was obliged to clamber up on one 
of the massy chairs to take a view of 
the prospect, she soon perceived the use- 


lessness of fortifying it with iron, as 
there was no danger of her making an 
escape by these means; for she found 
that part of the building which she oc- 
cupied, overlooked the sea, whose foam- 


ing waves dashed against the base of 


the rock, on which this ancient tower 
was erected; for such its grey stone and 
clasping ivy proclaimed it to be. 


On contemplating the sublime ocean, 5 


yo the glittering rays of the sun sport- 


ed on the = ulating waves, the 
brilliant spectacle charmed her aching 


senses; and made her almost forget hes 


isolated 
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isolated situation, aud her additional 
cause for sorrow, in the convietior that 
all attempts at emancipation, from that 
side of her prison, would be fruitless-. 
While the imagination of Isabella was 

thus employed, the housekeeper, for 80 
she announced herself to be, entered; 
telling her she must have slept oni 5 
for she had been twice at the door before 
to desire her to come down to  break- 
fast, for the gentleman - waited. Sup- 5 
posing this to be her travelling compa- 


nion, hoping now he had lodged her in 1 


security, he might become more com- 
municative, she descended cheerfully; 
resolved to inquire by whose authority 

she was detained, and to acquaint him 
she was not so wholly ignorant as to 
suppose a person arrested for a debt in 
England, could be wy aue to 
a e in Wales „e 
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her conductress through a spacious gal- 


lery; on whose walls frowned many a 


- warlike Chief, armed cap-a-pie, inter- 
mixed with dames equally fortified with 


whalebone, who had formerly graced the 
Courts of our Edwards and Henrys. 
At its termination, she found herself in 


a large room, whose furniture, though 
not modern, was superbly grand. To 


her amazement she was met at the door, 
and handed to the breakfast-table, by 
the self-exalted, presuming, conse- 
quential Ln en Bos d * 
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Before she could recover wa surprise, 
on beholding a being ever disgusting, 
and now hateful to her sight, he ac- 
costed her with all the easy nonchalance 
of a man of high ton. | 
Well, my little Bella, how are you > 
Not the worse, I hope, for your journey. 4 
It was cursed tight work, I allow—de- 
vilish hilly stages in this mountainous 
country. Entre nous, every thing one 
sees and hears in this uncultivated tract 5 
of his Majesty's dominions, helps to re- 
mind one of their antideluvian ances- 
tors; for they are as ignorant of usage 
du monde, as their boasted progenitor 
Adam, before Eve presented him the 
pippin of knowledge. 
hy do you frown, my fair one? 
Ae you not glad to see me? We have 
known each other a long time, yet I 
trust we shall be better acquainted before 
we part! Here we shall not be interrupt- 
ed by a jealous- eyed sister, or any other 
impertinent intruder. In the seclusion 
of Mount Monagan, I shall have leisure 
n „ FFT 
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to devote. myself wholly to the fair 
Isabella. — 1 shall now thank you for 
a dish of chocolate, for I feel my ideas 
will be astonishingly brightened by 
the exhilarating aid of à good break- 
fast. FE. eb 
Isabella, | as ; * 1 by 
the insolent familiarity of this egregious 
coxcomb, whom she at once despised 
and feared, perceiving herself entirely 
in his power, well knowing he would 
make no scruple to outrage decency, 
destroy the bonds of society, and con- 
tumeliously trample on all laws, divine 
and human, to satisfy any detestable 
passion of his own black heart; was 
convinced, to accelerate his ambitious 
pursuits, or gratify his avarice for 
present advantage, he would, fearless of 
future consequences, aid his paramour - 
in any vile transaction, if he held out 
those fascinating baits to lure him to 
his purpose. 

Prom this retrospective view- of his 
| chargeter she ee not the least 
. 7 trait 
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; true hf numänity; being assured no- 
thing she could urge would melt a being 
hardened in the rigid school of Adver- : 
sity, whose heart was never softened by 
the tears of consanguinity, nor throb- 

bed with triendship for one congenial 

mortal! In infancy thrown | upon pub- 
lie charity, without a kindred bosom to 1 
sooth, comfort, instruct, or guide his 
erring steps, as he advanced in life, he 
3 found all the world against him, and His 
hand was against all the world. Finding 
no one to love, the affections of His 80 Ul 9.) | | 
became concentrated” in himself! On £ 
looking around him, he every whete _ FR 
held that riches and power were sure to 
create respect, whoever were their pos- 
sessors; — he contemplated them as the 
grand panacea of happiness; to Froese 
these, he fearlessly sacrificed faith, ho- 
nour, gratitude, justice, his own a 76 15 
batzen and the world's esteem ! Ls 
Isabella being determined to'*know”” 
the worst she had to expect from her 
detention, entered immediately an the 
Subject 3 
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subject; telling him she was convinced 
she was brought there for the worst f 
purposes; that the arrest, if it was a 
real one, had only been applied to as 
the means of tearing her from the pro- 
tection of a worthy man, and throwing 
her into the power of Lord Lorimore, in 
whose house she now supposed herself to 
be ;—this convinced her the whole pro- 
cess was illegal, for in Wales, where she 
now was, she could not be detained by an 
English writ ; therefore she insisted on 
being immediately set at liberty, or the 
vile trio, by whose artifices she was now 
_ detained, must prepare to take the con- 
sequences, * she 3 from 
7 9 thraldom ! 

While thus qpirtedly addin, En- 
gross shewed some signs of astonish- 
ment, wondering where she could have 
acquired a knowledge of their schemes, 

which appeared tolerably correct ; for 

Isabella had spoken as decidedly of 

 _ what she supposed, as if she had been 

m_ assured of the fact. He imagined 

IDF his 
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| his. emissary had impeached his em- 
ployer, for he could guess no other 
means by which she could have derived 
information that was rather premature, 
as all his plots were not yet ripe for ex- 
ecution ; but never abashed, he an- 
swered, with his usual hardihood— 
My pretty Bella, you dazzle me 
by the brilliance of a new character 
you perform a solo 80 exquisitely, that, 
when the trio meet, we shall be able to 
produce 2 quartett; for you seem to be 
fully equal to playing the first fiddle, 
and, as I hope we shall be in unison, I 
flatter myself with hearing a good eon- 
cert in this Druidical repository or wy" | 
archives of his Lordship.” | 1 7 
*© Insolent sneerer | most assur ail in 
any party where you are, they can never : 
be in want of a bass accompaniment. ant 
Bravo! witty, upon my soul, as = 
well as musical! Why, child, I wonder 


how yow have acquired all your varied! = 


powers of charming. It is really asto- 
anne colbidering you origin, and 
l „„ 
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your small opportunities of improve- | 
ment; but to me, Who know you, all 
this hauteur and pompous airs are ridi- 
culous—mighty ridiculous, and, instead 
of creating respect, only excite laugh- 
„ 3 1 | 25 
© J will not retort your insolent | 
sneers, because it would degrade me in 
my on opinion, were I to descend to 
the meanness of making reprisals with so 
contemptible a mortal; though I will 
answer your question, by informing you 
that I am sustained by a conscience | 
void of reproof, a mind exalted by a 
love of learning, and a heart whose mo- 
tives are actuated by integrity, gratt- 
tude, honour, virtue, and religion. — 
These are all my possessions; but my 
pride is supported by an independent 
spirit, that will not shrink from the ex- 
ertions of honest industry to acervate 
its free will, retain its pure principles, 
and enable it in future to exist without ä 
humiliating obligations !” 


Having 
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„Minis said this with becoming spi- 
uk, she arose to depart;; but was rudely | 


pulled by Engross into a chair beside 
him, who being stung to the quick by 
her pointed and forceful address, though 


he concealed his mortification under a 


Simulating smile, exclaimed 


Not so fast, my high-s0uled heroine; 


you must really descend from your alti- 
tudes, and deign to hear a little mere mat- 
ter of fact conversation, Which nearly con- 


cerns your High Mightiness! Vet before 


I open my commission, and you enter on 
your trial, let us kiss, and be friends.“ 
Saying this, hesnatched her in his arms, 
and in spite of all her struggles and 
Screams, which no one attended to, 
having kissed her half a dozen times, 


he reseated her, saying“ You see, if 


I chuse to exert myself, you are nothing 
in my hands; so let me recommend it 


to you never agam to oppose your 


strength to mine, or defy my power, 


that at Mount Monagan is absolute. 


— 
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11 you doubt the assertion, 1 will nien 
duce my credentials.” 
. Unhappy, lost, devoted Leabella! * 
exclaimed the terrified girl; who, drown- 
ed in tears, now perceived the folly of 
provoking a determined villain, whose 
ruthless heart was stung by her scorn; 
and, enraged by her reproaches, would 
therefore uaſe>lin oly gratify every base 
propensity of his callous nature. * 
Bless me, what a fuss is here about 
a simple salute —1 fancy you did not 
coy it thus with your seafaring spark, 
when you shewed yourself so ready to 
receive his offers, throw yourself into 
his arms, and consent to marry after a 
courtship of not six weeks! Pray, my 
pouting fair one, tell me if that was 
quite in unison with your refined no- 
tions of modest, delicate sensations ?“ 
Isabella was too absorbed in sorrow 
to answer her taunting — and 
he proceeded. 1 0 r 
„What another ne bar Kiste 
ud walky !—be it so, my little filly; I 


R | 
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suppose, before you and I part, T shall 
understand all your paces. I Will pro- 
ceed, however, to speak to my brief, on 
the supposition that you know, my 
pretty culprit, the punishment assigned 
to those stubborn spirits who will not : 
plead co the indictmeAat, is to be PO: 
ed till they do !” GL ITO 
Here he threw his arms bund his 
frightened prisoner, who agonized by 
the dread of what further insults she 
might be exposed to suffer from this 
lawless assassin of virtue and honour, 
her senses forsook her, and she dropped 
from the chair in all appearance dead. 
When Isabella was recovered enough 
to recollect her deserted, forlorn, and 
miserable condition, she found herself 
laid on a couch, the housekeeper and 
| her helpmate, Jane, burning feathers, 
and rubbing her hands and tem- 
ples with potent volatiles; while the 
cause of her sufferings, the detestable 
Engross, leaned against the chimney, 
watching the slow return of animation 


in 
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zu the pale countenance of the misera- 
ble object of his persecutions, as if fear- 
ful death should rob him of his destined 


prey! ! 


As soon as she was . aut 


ciently to reflect on her situation, a 
flood of tears in some measure relieved 
her bosom from its oppressive weight of 


woe. She shuddered ee at 
the sight of Engross; to avoid him, she 
desired to be shewn to her room, for 
finding herself extremely ill, she wished 
to lay down. This request being ac- 
ceded to by a nod from her tyrant, she 


Was, by Jane, assisted to her chamber; 
he telling her he should expect she 


would meet him at dinner in a better 


humour. 


Isabella, ap on her * aa | 
full time to revolve over the horrors 
of her present situation. She still 
supposed herself conſined at a seat 


of Lord Lorimore's, brought thither 
through the artifices. of her unnatural 


sister, to place her totally in the power 


of 
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of this hoary seducer. She could easily 
believe the unprincipled Engross might 
be employed as an active agent in this 
arrangement ; that he would make no 
scruples to act as pander to a man of his 
Lordship's riches, power, and patronage. 
All this she could comprehend ; but 


what did he mean by his licentious con- 


versation, .the undue liberties he had 
taken with her person — what, but that 
he must have views of his own, that 
_ were perfectly irrelevant to the purposes 
he was sent by his s employer to ex- 
ecute! MOVE | 

From the specimen he had chat morn- 
ing given of his audacity, she thought 
with horror to what insults she might 
have been subjected, while terror 
had driven Reason from her seat. ISa- 


bella saw that she had done wrong to | 


irritate, by her tart replies, 80 vindie- 
tive a mortal, giving him an excuse 
to affront her, cares there are cases 


in which it is necessary to oppose hypo- 


crisy by deception ; that candour of 


YOL. {I1. 3 _- heart. 
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heart and i ingenuousness of dispesition, 
were not proper weapons to combat with 
effect against the subterfuges, strata- 
gems, and deep-laid schemes of artful 
villany labouring for its puppose.“ 
At length convinced of the necessity, 
she resolved to simulate, and keep her : 
enemy at bay by a little political ma- 
nagement, that by silently attending to 
the explication of his present intentions, 
she might be the better enabled to. 
defeat his future plans. Isabella per- 
ceived the folly of provoking insult 
by acerbity towards Engross; when, 
perhaps, by a contrary behaviour, she 
might procrastinate her fate, till some 
fortunate moment offered to effect an 
escape from the pen secutions of her 
enemies. : 
On the idea that a project well 
planned is half executed, hope again 
revisited its deserted mansion in the 
bosom of Isabella. Her nerves regained 
a firmer tone, and her spirits were exhi- 
ated by the welcome return of a com- 
5 panion, 
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J 


panion, in whose absence wretched 
mortals commit themselves to despon- 
dency, invoke annihilation, and plunge 


uncalled into eternity! " rt 


Me earnestly recommend to the „ 
fering children of Misfortune, in the 
Kent moment of distress, never to al- 


low the fiend Despair to drive the con- 
solatory goddess, Hope, from the situa- 


tion slie is assigned by a merciful God, 
in the breast of all his creatures, to in- 
tenerate the turbid, elevate the de- 


pressed, and re- illume, by her magnetic” 
vivifying influence, the n —_ 
net . 


\ 


292 ANDREW STUART. 


CHAP. XVII. 


1 SABELLA having reasoned herself 


into a frame of mind to meet Engross 


With calmness, and to hear, with forti- 


tude a developpement of what she was in 
future to expect from the arttul machi- 
nations of her foes, on being summoned 
to attend him at dinner, entered the 
eating- room with a serious, though firm 
demeanour. On her appearance her 
tormentor exclaimed— 
Tag 7 Variable charmer, heroics were the 
order of the morning; at noon they sink 
into a gentle dy? ing melancholy ; in the 
evening, I tlatter myself, you will assume 
che Malectaple form of tende ryieldingloye! 
ö Let 


P * 1 ö 
„ * — 1 
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Let me not, in the furor 'of my admira- 
tion at your versatile powers of pleasing,. 
forget to perform decorously the ho- 
nours of Mount Monagan to its fair 
visitant. Cannot you suppose me your 
favourite Sir Charles Grandison, and 
permit me to hand you to the head of 
the table?” advancing at the same time 
most ceremoniously, with the utmost 
rigidity of features, and ere of 
carriage! | ; | 
The eyes of Lsabella expressed the in- 
effable contempt which she felt for the 
coxcomb, though she would not permit 8 
her lips to impart it. His intuitive per- 
ception soon enabled him to translate 
her looks, and he W with pr __ 
ness 
N undead your glances ; - 
you do not conceive me worthy to per- 
sonify the chaste Sir Charles. Well 
then, thus let it be; suppose yourself 
the persecuted Pamela, your humble 
servant the naughty Squire Booby; 
this, pointing to the ein house- 
1 . e 
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keeper, < the vile Jewkes, and,” ' chuek- 
ing Jane under the chin, this rose of 
Taffy land, the wicked Nan. Vou per- 
ceive, fair lady, I understand the works 
of Richardson a little; they were lent 
me, for my edification, by the lady of 
the Right Worshipful Justice Shark, to 
teach me, as she observed, good and 
Vuoirtuous principles;“ I suppose she 
meant by perusing the amqurs of a 
Lovelace; he was a © fellow of infinite 
humour, had some spunk, a great 
deal of invention. I did as you ladies 
do, skimmed the cream of his ex- 
ploits, and But here comes the 
dinner; shall I trouble you to carve 
the fowls, while I cut up the ham? for 
the keen air of the Welch mountains 
has whetted my appetite with a ven- 
geance, and I prognosticate I shall de- 
your most voraciously. 8 
I éearnestly recommend it to you, 
my little Bella, to try and pick a bit; 
though I am conscious it is against all 
rule for a persecuted heroine either ta 
= eat, 5 


PE 
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eat, drink, or sleep; they being, 1 FR 
pose, supernaturally sustained founebehiis 
months, nay for years, without requir- 
ing any of those adventitious aids 80 
necessary and natural, for the comfort, 
support, and sustenance of mere men 
and women!? e 
Thus ran on Engross, as if his sati⸗ 
rical sneers on what he deemed Isabella 
romantic propensities, gave a zest to the 
well-dressed viands, to which, as he had 
threatened, he did much honour.” His 
companion allowed him to. proceed 
without interruption ; he called on her 
to drink a glass of wine, on her civily 
refusing, saying she preferred © water, 
this gave him aner en for 
raillery. 1 
On 1 understand, you are afraid 
some deleterious or soporiferous drug is 
mixed with the vinous beverage, to elose 
your pretty eyes in deathlike slumbers! 
Depend on my honour, there will be no 
such interesting Novel incident, to 
heighten the denouement of the mar- 
W 4 _ ' ves 
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vellous adventures of the virtuous Isabei 
and the valorous Edward! To con- 
vince you what I dare do, I dare jus- 
tify, and that I am above descending 
to such sort of every day deception; 
you shall see me swallow a couple of 
glasses out of the decanter ; and old 
Hollyhock here, and the Mountain 
Daisy, shall each pledge me! I hope 
this will serve to banish your delicate 
doubts of the present, and give you 
more confidence in the future !“ 1 8 
Isabella, who felt conscious that her 
thoughts had really reverted to the 
tricks of which she had so often read, 
coloured deeply as he announced the 
fact; and hardly knowing what she did, 
instinctively poured out some wine, 
and bowing to him, drank i it off, While 
he cried—-—- | . 

*© Bravissimo ! I love to see preju- 
dice overcome, and error conquered. — 
1 perceiye I shall make nent of 
you in time. 


Thus, 


ANDREW STUART, 297 

"Thus, in idle impertinence on his“ 

part, passed their meal, and almost total 

silence on her's, till the cloth being, 

drawn, and the dessert placed on the” 

table, she was thus n 
Engross—- 96 
« You appear, ma belle Ange, not to 
be in so peccant a humour as you was 
at our dejeuuer; if, therefore, you are 
inclined to listen soberly to a rational . 
conversation, without your passions- 
being in alt, or treating me with a faint, 
I will, to preclude the necessity of a 
mysterious warning, unravel the clue to- 
all those intricacies, by which you con- 
ceive yourself environed.., In doing so, I 
Shall convince you I am more inclings | 
to be your friend than. enemy; and it 
will totally depend on your own beha- 
viour, in which light vou are to view me 
in future! N 
Isabella, not daring to tr ust herself to | 
answer him, bowed a silent acquiescentes 
and he went on. n 
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I will now enter upon the proceed- 
ings.;—but first I'll drink your health 
in a bumper of old Lory's best Bur- 
= -  gundy; for J agree with the Poet 


0 „Wine whets the wit, improves its native force, 


e And gives a pleasant flavour to discourse. ä 
13 F 5, 


OL oF VP mean to come l to the 
= 1 point, for IJ am fond of brevity _ wa 
vx 4 soul of business!“ YN 
= : III Is that,” ea Isabella, FS ths ge- 
neral sentiment that actuates the gen- 
tttlemen of your profession; or is it a 
singular fruit in your own character?“ 
I perceive Nature will prevail, and 
you, my dear Bella, can no more refrain 
from being witty, when an opportunity 
offers, than I from paying my oblations 
to Bacchus, when good wine is placed 
before me, 80 here goes, my little 
sparkler, filling his glass; I'Il give 
In a- sentiment + — 
> Here's all that we love, and all that 
+. Pe us, and the devil take the remain- 
ent?” ff Ln | 
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He now pressed Isabella to follow his 
example ; this she positively declined, 
waiting in dreadful suspense for him to 
proceed, while he seemed to be acquir- 
ing courage to plead his cause, by fre- 
quent application to the bottle ! At 
this instant Jane entered with a parcel 
of letters; 5 one of them announced the 
consequence of the writer by its heraldic 
cement! Having eagerly tore it open, 
Isabella 8 his changing counte- 
nance, while he frowned over its con- 
tents. Depositing it in his pocket, he 
ran his scowling eye over several others, 
that with a pshaw! he mm to 
the flames. 
he last of the a ahem by 
the stiffness of its direction, vulgar 
formation, and the water seal, its scribe. 
was of that order of beings, yeleped an 
attorney's clerk. | The perusal of this 
threw him into a most violent passion; 
he strode up and down the room, erush- Th 
ed it in his clenched fist, and swore be- 
tween his shut teeth, he would not be 
oG _ cheated 


—— 
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cheated out of his just due by a suck- 
ing Lordling's pleading his nonage! 
He was resolved to have the tenor of his 


bond, nor would he abate a particle of 


his demand, while the roof of West- 
minster Hall covered a court of law. _ 
Having exhausted his rage in a wordy 
war, he renovated his spirits with a 
half-pint bumper; which Isabella trem- 
bled as she saw him swallow, convinced 
that he was already verging on a state 
of inebriation, dreading what insults she 
might be exposed to suffer from such 
an unprincipled brute, when his passions, 
maddened by intoxication, would spurn 
the controul of reason. While these 
thoughts filled her with horror, throw- 
ing himself into a chair, he thus ad- 
dressed her — ; | 
Tou lock Stened child—be. 
ecomforted; I am not angry with you; 
but I have received some cursed accounts 

from my clerk about a disagreeable 

% business. | E must return to London. 
ö immediately ; 7 therefore, without any 
e unnecessary 


_ 
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: unnecessary circumlocution, I mean to 


inform you how matters are situated 


respecting your present, and future pro- 


spects. I have before told you, if it is 


not your own fault, you may be rich, 
_ respectable, virtuous, and happy! 1 


Isabella looked OO and he 


proceeded. oo 
I have no time to spare in combats 
ing prejudices, but shall be as concise as 


the nature of what I have to propose 


will admit ; and all I claim from you is 


a patient hearing. The passion Lonel 


Lorimore supposed himself to feel for 
you, the encouragement it met from 
your sister, and the offers he made tb 
win you to compliance, are no seerets 
to yourself; I therefore need not dwelt 
on them. After you thonght fit, in 
your virtuous furor, to levant with 


Goody Hunt, and accept the offers of 


that Scotch vagabond, Stuart, intending 
to marry a beggar; disgracing by such. 
analliance, that celf-oxatied uUlustriS8MG, 
* Mos. Stormer, whose head spins like: a. 
tert 


* 


. 
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tetotum at the idea of cnolibbing | 
her brows with a eoronet, through the 
doting imbecility of her paramour——” 


Here heè interrupted himself by a sar- 


castic laugh, which having indulged 


some time, he then proceeded. 


As soon as this mortifying intelli- 
gente, so derogatory to her soaring am- 
bition, reached the House of Orpington, 
its mistress was quite uproarious 3 balk- 


ed in her plans of rendering her family 


notorious by noble connections, she was 
< wild as the Priestess of the Delphic 
God;” for when she turned you out of 
doors, it was only with the intention of 
frightening you into an acceptance of 
his Lordship's splendid offers. She had 
pics, that made her acquainted . with 
your most minute actions; and, thanks 


3 ita Goody Hunt's lack of retention, 
and love of gossipping, nothing ever 


talked of before her, was a secret to her 


neighbours! _ e 


It was, therefore, very easy to cir- 


. eumyent such shallow contrivers. His 


Lordship N 
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Lor dship and myself being elle to 
counsel, it was agreed that you should 
be lulled into security, and allowed to 
proceed in your own schemes to the last 
moment, even unto the church door. — 
J advised your sister to swear a debt 
against you of five hundred pounds, 
for. board, education, and clothes. — 
Lou start, my dear girl, but attend 
that was a coup de main; I, as you shall 
hear, played a double game. The writ 
was executed, a scuffle ensued ; for this 
we were prepared; it was expected the 

North Briton would take an active part ; 
a carriage was to be in waiting, while 
Savdford, one of the abettors of his 
Lordship's private vices, was to watch 
his opportunity to carry off the. fair 
bride. Nay, frown not exult in my 
plot, because it has succeeded beyond 
my most sanguine expectations ; ; and. 
here you are, my adorable girl, safe and ; 
secure at Mount Monagan.” ag 
Isabella's overcharged heart, throk- 
bing with anf at this dreadful 
recital 
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recital of her enemies . machinations, 


from Whose persecutions she saw no 
power of appeal, now relieved itself by 


torrents of bitter tears; she determined 


not again to interrupt him till she had 
heard what were their future intentions. 
respecting her, that, by seeing the whole 


of her misfortunes at one view, she 


miglit form her plans of circumvention 


6 Abbordingly. 


After Lagross had again fortified his: 
spirits with tis favourite Burgund y, oo 
resumed the conversation. 8 

Nov, my dear Bella, you don't 
conceive that I came this long; stupid 
journey to Taffy land, merely to give 
vou the meeting, and oblige my col- 
leagues: no, no, my pretty blue- eyed pu- 


ritan, I was actuated in my travels by 


what every wise man should be—selt- 
gratification !! It is my axiom, that the 


being who neglects his own interest, 
when an opportunity offers to promote 

it, deserves to be buffeted by Poverty. 
for the remainder of his existence — 


6. 8 | Fortune: 
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Fortune is a blind goddess, and being a 
female, requires a little gentle force to 


plead as an excuse for conterring her 


favours! I have boldly attacked and 
conquered the coy jade, and am no- 


one of her greatest favourites.” 


Isabella, en impatience to be mae 
acquainted with the full extent of her 


miseries could no longer be controuled 
by the cold dictates of prudence, inter- 
rupted the insolent braggart with - 
„Give me leave to ask what I have 
ever done to you, Sir, to justify the 
cruelty of your conduct toward me at 
the present moment; in which you 


avow having planned and executed the 
most atrocious deeds against my ho- 


nour, happiness, and liberty; and, with 


unblushing front, announce yourself 

my most inveterate persecutor, leagued 
with my enemies for my destruction. 
But I defy your malice, and that of 
your coadjutors, trusting in that Being 


who protects the innocent, that I shall 


— 
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be enabled to escape from the artifices | 
of so abominable a trumvirate.” 

„ T humbly thank you, Miss Nelson, 
for putting me into such good com- 
pany; but, if you will condescend to 
listen unto the end, you will find I am 
more inclined to be your slave, than your 
Jailer. I have long admired you; you 
have been the object of my ardent aspi- 
rations, even while you lived with 
Parson Norman ; and used to appear in 
the church-yard, dressed in your Sunday 
finery, so neat and primitive in your 
cotton gown, round-eared cap, and 
peasant's bonnet ; I thought you the 
prettiest little rustic in three parishes. 
But what was to be done—you the 
Curate's maid, and I clerk to the Justice! 

If then I had encouraged the flame 
that filled my bosom, and ayowed my 
passion, most probably we should have 
married, like the surrounding herd, and 
vegetated in the village of Lenthill. till 
We returned to the dat from whence 
we Prang 1 oh 


5 5 | | 0 Even 
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1 Even almighty Love b not re- 
concile me to those grovelling ideas; 
though © hedge delivered by a drab,” 
my aspiring mind convinces. me I owe 
my existence to some great man; perhaps 
T may claim kindred by blood, though 
not in law, with a renowned General, a 
Prime M inister, or a Lord Chancellor! 
Most certain it is, I have as daring 
courage as the first; am as ardent, 
aspiring, and ambitious as the second; 
and have. law knowledge, perseverance, 
and industry ene for the n of 
those illustrious characters! 
Thus having a competent idea of 
my natural rights, to make a conspi- 
cuous figure on the great stage of the 
world—though ' feeling T was deserted 
by every relative, without a name, un- 
friended, and forlorn, to find my own 
place on a globe, of which I could not 
elaim a single particle, yet I was not 


depressed; my aspiring soul buoyed me 


os to oppose _— to the existing 
| ircums 


7 
EI 
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circumstances of my birth, for which 1 
Was blameless. L 8 
el felt proudly conscious the man 
who boldly snatches by his own ex- 
ertions a wreath from Fame, is a more 
valuable member of society, and ought 
to be more honoured than him who sits 
down supine and contented, with the 
reflected dignity of laurelled heroes, and 
titles derived from his ancestors, with- 
out any effort from himself! I exclaim- 
ed with the unfortunate Savage, in his 


Bastard 


He lives to build, not boast a generous race; 
pe | „ x | 

No tenth transmitter of a foolish face. 

His daring hope no sire's example bounds, 


« His first-born lights no prejudice confounds,” 


I resolved to emerge from depend- 
ance on the bloated consequence, purse- 
proud insolence, low chicanery, and 
dirty peculation of the Right Worship-' 


ful Justice Shark; shake off the tram- 


mels of constraint, and soar at nobler 


gam e. 
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game. To the metropolis I looked for- 
ward, as the only mart for talents such 
as mine to seek advancement! I flat. 
tered myself that, on some future day, 
my persevering industry would procure 
me a seat in the Legislature of my 
country ;—for this my heart ardently 
panted—this enviable. distinction was 
the summum bonum of my hopes! To 
prepare for this elevation, I tried my 
unfledged powers of oratory in the vil- 
lage junto of politicians, assembled at 
the Bull's Head; where the boldness of 
my assertions, the flowers of my rhetoric, 
and the ardour of my declamation, pro- 
cured mea fraternal embrace from the | 
President; I was permitted the honour - - | 
of the sitting, and voted to have de- | 
served well of my country! = 
{ 40M heated imagination was in this | 
| 


- 


\ 


state of effervescence, when Fate intro- 
duced me to Mrs. Stormer ; her suc- 
cessful perambulations. in pursuit f 
wealth and consequence, roused every „ 
latent e of Pride in my. comp o- 5 
sition, „ | 


EA 
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sition) and urged me on to follow her 
great example. She was at that time a 
fine woman; herattentions flattered my 


vanity, her praises lifted me into self- 


consequence, and her promised patron- 
age determined me to emerge from vil- 
lage durance, and push my fortune in 


aw iz 


1 am not ungrateful, therefore 
must acknowledge it was through the 
introduction of your sister I first got 


. footing in the houses of the great and 
powerful. This was all I wanted; my 
talents soon made me popular, and my 


usefulness in supplying the wants of the 


indigent, occasioned me to be followed, 
and my society solicited by (the unfor- 
tunate and improvident; to whom the 
acquaintance of a money lender 1s at 
once necessary and destructive ; who, 


while he relieves the exigencies of the 


present moment, avails himself of their 
distress, and revels in their _ for 


life! 
* Do 


— 
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Do not shudder, chit; because 1 
tell! you the „secrets of our prison 
house; we don't always proclaim them 
aloud, though I- doubt not they are 
pretty well understood, through the in- 
terposition of a few miserly old fathers, 
and impertinent guardians; who have 
lately thought fit to make us produce, 
in the Court of King's Bench, the secu- 
rity procured from their unfledged sons, 
and hopeful wards. But we manage to 
get through it, thanks to the chicanery, 
abit. and glorious uncer tainty 
of the laws! > 

Now, having cleaned: up 5 the 
mysterious proceedings, I am verging 
to the point, my little blue-eyed audi- 
tress, in which you are principally con- 
cerned ; for I perceive, by your eager 


glances, how desirous you are for the - 


catastrophe of my history, which I 
foresee, like your favourite heroes of 
Novel memory, must 5 in matri- 
mon . 


50 Lord 
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Lord Lorimore, whose sickly appe- 
tite is ever seeking gratification in 
variety, Whose pride was mortified that 
vou should slight his consequence, de- 
spise his affered splendors, and prefer 
poverty with a young Scotchman, 
swore that, cost him what it might, he 
would possess your person! For this 
he entered into all our plans, and closed 
with the enraged Barbara's proposal, 
which was to receive from him the five 
hundred pounds, that she had made 
you her debtor. For this douceur she was 
to yield you into the power of his Lord- 
ship; —80 enraged is this tender sis- 
ter against you, for what she denomi- 
nates slighting her advice to aid your 
proper establishment, that she now avers 
her only wish is to see you humbled ; 
and your insolent boast of perscvering 
in virtuous meren rendered null and 
void! 
Mrs. Stormer having told Lord 
Lorimore your brains were turned 
with Romance reading, that you would 
= - EY conccit 
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conceit yourself a heroine in a Novel, 
and would put into practice all the plans 


you had perused to escape him, if he 
did not counteract this, by robbing you 


of the power; to do this effectually, 
you were brought to Mount Monagan, 
a seat that his Lordship inherits from Juis 
maternal erandmother. Here he has 


long been in the Habits of sending alt-. 
his skittish ſillies to grass, where they 8 


are soon reduced to order oy Proper 
management. | ; 

* formerly TY to vi ze k 
mountainous ruin, to shoot grouse, but 
now only makes it his nursery for re- 
fractory fair ones; therefore keeps up 


no establishment but Mrs, Ap-Gwyn- 


neth, the self-denominated housekeeper, 


and her husband, who oiiiciates as gar- 


dener. The old girl is perfectly at the 
devotion of his Lordship ; she is allowed 
a young assistant, who is always like 


the present, chosen from the Welch 
peasants, and cannot speak one word 


of English. EH, 
III. VFTTVVVVVVl 
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As vou were supposed to be more 
. than your contemporaries, and 
more able to elude the vigilance of your 
keeper; I was solicited to give you the 
meeting, and attend to your security 
till it suited his Lordship to pay his per- 
sonal respects, as he then expected 
matters of high importance to the State 
would preclude him from that happiness 
for another fortnight ; but, by a letter 
that I have just received, I find he will 
be here in a couple of days. It is 
therefore necessary for me to be explicit 
in my intentions, and you prompt.” in 
Four resolves. 5 | 
After some political Jo as to 
the proposed journey to Wales, and 
some well- managed rejoinders to the 
Peer's arguments, I agrecd to undertake 
the hazardous and disagreeable employ- 
ment of becoming g your jailer, on being 
permitted to name my on conditions; 5 
those were, that his Lordship should 
in mediately bring me into Parliament 
for one of his bo rough! ; 
+ : eee Unuged 


* 


i 
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* Unused to let trifles balk his pas- 
sions, two of which were now to be 


gratified - ove and revenge, Lord Lori- 8 
more closed with my terms, by making 
one of his venal Representatives accepft 
the Chiltern Hundreds !—In conse- 
| quence of this arrangement, I obtained 
the first wish of my heart, and you be- 


hold a Member for the ancient and re- 


spectable Borough of Bray well ! Having N 
taken my seat at St. Stephen's, where I | 


was received with contem ptuous sneers, 
aud frowns of disapprobation, by the 
opulent and independent party, from 
these I turned to a very different genus, 
whose principles I knew, whose wants I 
had assisted; by them I was greeted 
with smiles of approbation, recognized 


by nods of familiarity, and my. hand . 
pressed with the f-rvour of welcome. 1 


was not too much elated by this ap- 


pearance of ur banity, well knowing now. 

property to estimate the sycophantic 
grin of those whom distress had m_—_ 
Pg. 555 humble; | 


"9 
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humble; improvident spendthrifts, the 
heirs of dissipated depravity, the Slaves 
of luxury, the dependant tools of power: 
who were as regardless of the national 
Honour, as careless of the prosperity of 
their country, as they had ever shewn 
themselves to be of their own POSSC:3- | 


S$10ns } . | 
This Parliamentary point settled to 
my satisfaction, I prepared for my 
Journey to Mount Monagan, though 
not exactly with the same views and 
intentions as were supposed by his 
Lordship; —we arc both men of the 
world; self-gratification was our end and 
aim, therefore it was ui contre ve. 
This is my plan, in which if you have 
sense and prudence enough to coalesce, | 
it will enable you to take a great re- 
venge on your unnatural sister, and 


— 


Fou antiquated adorer, by turning all 
their schemes against you to their own 
confusion! It will preserve that virtue 

on which you justly set so high a value; 
e Ns for 


„ 
*. 5 
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for 1 am, wer the love J bear the hint m- 
ing Isabella, willing to become a 
Benedict, and consent to the thraldom 
of matrimony; always your admirer, I 
offer myself to you in the character of ' 
a husband! Speedy must be your de- 
termination, for the enemy is almost at 
our gates. Though time presses, a 
Welch parson will soon tack us together, . 
ans cer monie. e 
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CHAP. XVII. 


1 SABELLA, who had with the ut most 
impatience heard him thus far, mortified 
by his undaunted assurance, provoked 
by his impertinent nonchalance, which | 
he exhibited in supposing she would, 
with all due humility, receive with z Joy 
the. super lative honour of his hand, Was 
| pope  Intetrupt him with a positive 
, when he Said | 

g Stoj p, my pretty Bella; speak not, 
ae were to give consent, till Anke 
Bear All Thave to Srl. eee em 
ak When his Lordsbip Auriret and 


pier fis Amorous Zuit, You must e. 


ee bin, | and 42 the. Stead" 
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baits that he will throw out to lure you 
into the toils. Provoked at your teme- 
rity, vexed at your scorn, and convinced 
that he has it in his power. to command 
those attentions, enforce those indul- 
gencies he has condescended to solicit, 
be will make no ceremony of employing 
a little gentle force, where Persuasion 
has been of no avail. 

„Without any suspicion of our con- 
sanguinity, I shall doubtless be made the 
depositary of his coercive dene and 
may, therefore. trust that 1 shall hold ” 
myself in readiness to appear in proper. | 
time to save both your virtue, and my 
honour; when, attended by wit--. 
nesses, I claim you as my wife, the 
deceived Peer, thus outwitted, will be 
obliged to relinquish the pursuit, and 
consent to come down a pretty large 
sum, to stop the clamours of an injured; 


husband; for he dares not abide 2 
hoaz of his noble colleagues in zun the 
| tuxiqus SOONER of Wn e or th 
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award-of the Court of King's Bench, 
„ho would assuredly give me swinging 
damages, as it would make the third 
time of his name being registered in the 
archives of Doctors Commons, for such 
high crimes and misdemeanours; there- 
by adding celebrity, by his puissant 
name, to the increasing catalogue of most 
noble and right honourable seducers! 
Tou have now before you the 
whole of my past, present, and future 
intentions. Whatever duplicity I have 
thought proper to use with the world, 
in my conſessions to you I have been 
candid and sincere. I allow some sub- 
_ terfuges were practised to bring you to 
Mount Monagan ; the necessity of mys- 
tery no longer existing, I have gene- 
rously withdrawn the veil, and clearly 
explained in my narrative, all that ap- 
peared e pl in your enforced 
journex. eee 
From b Eg by the all 
formed plans of your enemies, you can 
never ESCAPE but by my assistance; 
therefore 


*. 
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therefore make your instant election, 
whether you will become the mistress of 
the doting Lord Lorimore, confined in 
this old castle, devoted solely to the 
oratification. of his Pleasures, till the 
novelty being worn away, tired of your 
person, you will be turned forth upon 
the world, adding one more to the nu- 
merous herd of sedueed, neglected, and 
deserted females, who have been accused 
ot the heinous crime 0K outliving. 
his liking.” | 888 

« View the contrary. side of the 
prospect. By closing with my pro- 
Pposals, and accepting me for your caro. 
$0080, you will revel in the plenitude of 
riches, consequence, and power; will 


glitter in the hemisphere of beauty, the 


euvy of the women, the admiratiomof 
the men! From my knowledge of ex 
isting manners, IL can take upon me to 
avow, that those beings who form the 
cireles of fashion, and; are denominated : 
: the great world, will never trouble them 
SCLYCS: to. ange into the pedigrees af 2 
5 =. PE Pour. 


., 
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Four ancestors, -or the resources "From. 


whence Fou have derived your present 5 


5 


8 opulence; While they perceive you con- 


tent to lavish your wealth on delt nis, g 


Notes, and masquerades for their amuse- 
ment; and while they nickname you the 
new woman, they will sedulously court 
your acquaintance, partake of your 
follies, exclaim at your extravagance, 

and exert themselves to the utmost to 


hasten your destruction; that the aspir- 1 


ing reptile may the sooner return to its 
original insignificance | ! 
But let not my charming Bella 


fear that will ever be our case. I live 
by the extravagance of the age, and 
am . warm N | have s se- 


696 1 4 


which 1 mean not to doe away in- | 
actively. It is my intention to render 


myself too useful to those 1 in power, to 


have my services. dispensed with at the 


end of the campaign ; and- who shall say, 
among the motley list of new creations, 
von N not one day see mo 


- 
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Lord Engross, Baron Lenthull, of Lent- 
bill, &C. e, Does not your üttle⸗ 


| heart throb at the idea of your e - 


11 
31 * © 3 31 


ship?“ 


feel honours, der ived fr om such a Sour ce, 
an abasement | q My heart experiences no 
sensation but horror, at the tissue of 
_ artful deceptions you have presented to 
its. view—anger and scor n, at your 
supposing for a moment that I would 
condescend to aid your nefarious pro- 


jects, your aspiring ambition, your vile 


artifices, by becoming an accomplice 
in your crimes, and accepting you, as a 
husband! Be assured, repugnance, Con- 
tempt, and detestation are all my breast 
can ever experience for you, tal lit ceases 
| to beat. 7 : 
«Ve ery well Madam; you ist f my 


125 1 # EY 495 

lenity, reject my love, and ü ir 1 5 
1 F 4} 1 

nen disinterested off 257 pong ay 


YEW! 


d, positively refüsing to ack 


12811 160 
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= No,” ' replied. Tabla, 1 bould 
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read you ri right, that, you. will, not 1 
Wie 7: „ | | } 
© You are rang 5 1 never 
W will: ;—no, threats shall intimidate, no 
e e persuade me to. unite 
myself t to a being, >, however rich, power- 
ful, or exalted, that my honest soul 
| despises | ! Lord. Lori more shall be made 
acquainted with the regtitude of his 
stevard s intentions, with what devoted- 
ness to his interest he has bald his 
pat ronage. 

Here I am . to abide! His 
W when, I doubt not, he will 
lüberate me from an unjust conſinement; 
for I will not believe he dares to outrage 
those laws he is bound to protect, by 
_ committing the violence vou threaten 
on the affianced wife of a subject of 
this realm! Mr. Stuart, L am well con- 

vinced, will not rest till he has traced 
out the dark plots to which I have been, 
sacrificed, and called the, atrocious Per- 
betr. atgrs to a serious ee JL... 
| FFC 90 ele 
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+ $3 4k «If such are your er lerätlbbt, ou 
will find yourself deceived: the Scottish 
Wanderer is taken good care of, far re- 
moved from the hearing of your plaints, 
and an effectual stop put to his imper- 
tinent interference; ther efore your 
hopes, from the co urage of your nautical 
hero, you will find as fallacious as those 
formed on the rectitude, honour, and 
self-forbearance of the owner of Mount 
Monagan. The qualities of retention of . 
this place give me leave to enumerate. 


It is reared on a high hill, fortified by 
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ramparts, and a deb fosse on the land 


side, impassable but by a ponderous port- 
cullis, that will never at your order be 
lowered ;—the other part of this castel- 
lated dwelling, in which stands the 
turret you occupy, overlooks the ocean, 
 whose billows lave the rock on which its 
site is reared, The lover therefore who 
5 attempts your liberation, must visit 11 | 

in a montgolfier !” . 

This dreadful account of the dif- 


eulties with which she Was envir oned® 15 


Was. 
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Was delivered wath 4. Sardonie. rin, and 
in the most tauntij ng {aCCeDES; by | Her 0 
persecutor; who, flushed with the vine 


he had swallowed, st ung by her. bitter 


reproofs and proud. refusal, luis counte- 
nance exhibited a prototype of all the 
bad propensities of his nature „struggling 


for mastery! Her eye/ fell under his 


Frenzied glances, her lately assumed 


courage sunk, and tears of extreme 
agony: nom bitter en, delagad 18 


F inte had Wie pacing 1 7 


room, stopped and viewed her a few 


minutes with a triumph truly Satanic; 
when POR: her in his arms, he ex. 


claimed R 


yy „ incorrig güne E male 9 
WET you have roused the sleeping lion, 
and shall pay the price of your temerity. 
I would have made you mine, legally 


mine have laid my hard-earned Honours 


arid fortune at. your feet; - you have 


despised the gift, and spurned the giver. 


We en even this moment, will I 
revel 


. t 
i ** 
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del in those charins o extimath S0 
highly; without paying the price; then: 
my haughty fair one, it will be your 
turn to sue for that hand, as a favour, | 
vou have so scornfully rejected. 
The fragile form of the terr ified Isa- 
bella was nothing in the rude g gripe of 
this athletic Satyr, Who, in despite of 
her struggles and resistance, proceeded 
to take the most unwarrantable liberties. 
The victim of his power now gave her- 
self up for lost,. while she rent the air 
with her shrieks. To those he paid little 
attention, fearless of interruption, well 
knowing the female domestics were gone 
to a christening some miles distant; and 
his own man was left in charge of the i 
drawbridge, of course he was out of 1 | 
hearing! The same conscious Security x, 
- made him bold, had prevented his 
fastening tlie door, which at this event= ] 
fta moment was thrown open; and pre- 
sented to the astonished. eyes of the 
enraged and disappointed Engross, and 
the almost h fainting Isabell, 
| : 2 hand i 
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| a handsome, elegant young man, in a 
Shooting dress, with a ling: ple in 
W — 1.5 
He advanced into the 8 of the 
* room with a firm step, and with a 
| haughty and commanding air, address- 
ed himself to the . discom- 
fited Member of Braywell! | 
e Sir, I make no apology for my 
abrupt appearance; the cries of a female 
in distress are a sufficient excuse for the 
present intrusion, and I shall ever esteem 
it a happy circumstance in my life if my 
opportunè arrival has rescued this lady 
from that violence and outrage, to Which 
She has ev idently been exposed. 
This speech occasioned the Sine: 
| Tsabella to recollect the appearance she 
must exhibit to the compaggionate. 
stranger; and while she endeavouredto 
decently adjust her clothes, torn in the 
£0 struggle she had made to liberate her- 
+ 1 If from the fell gripe Of her base 
assassin, Engross thus addressed the un- 


welcome visite - e 
% | | G1 C6 Sir, : 


+. 
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Sir, I know not by what means 
vo haue made a forcible entry into 


Mount Monagan, or by what preten- | 


sions VO u erh to j ustli K's breaking into 
the house of 'a Nobleman, vi et armis; 
and invading the privacy of a man and 


his“ wie, who are / 0 friends and 


bf 


b 7 A! 3 2 4 py 


guests: p: N | 
44 In cnet - replied the + lth F914 


te firit! part of your question, being 


upon à visit in this neighbourhood, I 


had strolled out with my dogs; a/young” 


pointer, pursuing the scent, had erossed 
the ſosse, through a gap made by Time, 
nearly opposite these windows; not 
being able to call him back, I followed, 
when screams, which I took for those 

of extreme distress, arrested my steps. 


They continued; guided by the sound, 
J entered this room. If the lady avows 


herself your wife, I shall most readily 
ask pardon of both for my intrusion; 
if, on the contrary, as every appearance 
warrants the conjecture, you have n 


legal claims, and I have had the Rs % 


of 


oY 
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of preserving her from present nsult, 
she may command my future services 
This speech was delivered by the in- 
teresting stranger in; a manly, impres- 
sive voice, and a determined manner. Fr 
Isabella, Who looked upon him as her 
good genius sent to save and protect her, , 
er being again left in the power 
of Engross, threw herself at the feet of 
her deliverer; entreating him to take her 
from that place, where, inveigled from 
ber friends, she had been brought for 
the worst of purposes, by the emissaries 
of Lord Lorimore; that the man from 
whose vile attempts he had just rescued 
her, to whom she was not at all related, 
had made her proposals of marriage, on 
the proviso she would enter into all his 
deceptive schemes; enraged by her de- 
cided refusal, he had basely and disho- 
nourably insulted her, and, to his al- 
most miraculous interference, she was 
O_ for” the Traude of iber 
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In opposition to these assertions, 55 


Engross/ vehemently persisted in his 
former ſavowal that she was his wife, 
though truly wicked and refractory! 
He threatened the stranger that if he 
allowed himself to be imposed on by her 
fabricated tale, and dared to take her 


from her natural protector, he would 


crush him by his power, hurl against 
him all the legal thunders of the law, 


for eloping with, . nen a One: | 


i cotever t E. 


To these bonnie thr Ans held out 


to frighten his young auditor from any 
förcher interference, he received no an- 
swer but a look of ineffable contempt. 
Turning to Isabella, who continued, in 


tress, to implore that he would afford her 
his protection till she could reach a place 


of safety, he asked if it was lier desire 
to leave Mount Monagan; if such was: 


her intention, and she had confidence! 


to trust in his assurance, he Wöuld 


not leave her till he had restored her to 
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her friends, or placed her in honourable 
ene, nr 8 
Having gratefully and cheerfull y as- 
sented to his proposal, he took her 
hand under his arm, and grasping his 
towling-piece, prepared to quit the 
apartment, without deigning to take 
any farther notice of Engross; who, 
maddened to furious rage on seeing all 

his well-planned schemes about to be 
defeated, and bis victim snatched from 
him by a mere boy, propelled by des- 

peration, aimed a blow at his head, 
while he attempted to drag Isabella 
from his hold; but the agile stranger 
avoided the well-intended stroke, and 
having now no terms to keep, with the 
but-end of his gun levelled his antago- 
nist to the earth; requesting the terrified 
Isabella to collect her strength and cou- 
rage, for now was the moment for 
them to escape! He hurried her out o 
the room, which he locked after him, 
and put the key in his pocket. This 
he did to Prevent their being imme- 
diatel 5 


. 
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didtely: pursued when Engross: recbvE 
ed his senses. ene 
- He measured back the Way hes had 
entered, without meeting with” any op- 
position till arrived at the gap in the 
fosse; he ascended it with his fair 
charge in his arms, who finding herseH 
safe on the outside of her prison, 
Cast à fearful glance on its heavy bat- 
tlements aud pon derous grey walls, 
dreading nothing so much as being 
forced back Wini the gloomy man- 
sion; fear winged her feet, she flew | 
down the hill on which it stood; fleet as 
Atalanta, she scoured the plain with such 
rapidity that her PORN Fan Was 
distanced in the race 1 
He knew not how e to dips! 
of his fair charge; being on a visit to a 
bachelor, there he could not take Her; 
to place ber within the precinets of 
Mount Monagen woull be wrong, for 
she would soon be-traced, and reclaimed 
by her enemies; to return her to her 
Own: connections, without he could 
LL e | attend 
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attend her, might be fraught with eh 
danger: from this at present he was pre- 
eluded by circumstances. Wbat then | 
was to be done? He saw but one road 

for him to pursue; that was full of 
doubts and intricacies—it might ulti- 
mately injure himself; but it would 
offer a secure asylum to an isolated 
young creature, who confiding in his 
honour, and depending on his promised 
protection, had committed herself to his 


care. This retrospection determined 
him how to act ; his disinterested, gene- 
Tous heart spurned every selfish con- 


Sideration, and he came to an instant 

resolution. 4 
Isabella, eager to reach a place of 

safety, and her young deliverer buried 


in a profundity of thought, had not 
exchanged ten words from the time 


they left Mount Monagan, till the lodge 
of his friend's seat appeared in view. 
He now inquired of his companion 


where her friends resided, and if it was 


her wish to return to them immediately. 
This 


ANDREW STUAB®. 
This natural question, that bug de all 


the miseries of her deserted and Gadling 
condition to her vie, suffused her eyes 


with tears, while she answered — 

London, Sir, contains the only re- 
lative I have, but her doors are shut 
against me z—she is, alas! my direst 
foe! There was a being, good and 
_ worthy like yourself, that would have 


fostered, cherished, and received me, 
whom I had once selected as my pro- 
tector! I doubt he is now no more—TE 


fear he has been sacrificed by my power- 
ful persecutors, for his attachment to 
the unfortunate Isabella. I have there- 


fore no prospect but to labour—no wish 


beyond existing through the efforts of 
Konest industry. From such a peaceful 
haven I was torn, to have my frail bark 

dashed against the rocks of ambition. 
Touched by her sorrows, he re- 
pled —< I grieve I cannot at present 
escort you to the metropolis ; and I am 
fearful, if you pursue the journey alone, 
that man, who seems resolved upon 
; | your 
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Four destruction, may regain Possession 5 
of your person. If, therefore, you will 
consent to seclude yourself for some 
time, till the heat of inquiry may be 
abated, I think I can procure for con 
safe and honourable retreat.” ar 
| Isabella had never, from the Maxi 
moment of their meeting, suspected 
the good intentions of the young 
stranger; for on his open, manly coun- 
tenance were portrayed the rapid move- 
ments of his ingenuous, generous heart; 
his sparkling eyes melting at the tale 
of joy or woe, were an index of his 
philanthropic mind ! She viewed him 
with awful gratitude while he addressed 
ner, thanked him with fervour, and de- 
clared herself wy: to be guided v7 his 
advice.”  - 
These pr macs cettled; another 
difficulty occurred—how, in bad crogs- 
roads, was she to perform a jyurney of 
thirty miles without a carriage? He had 
only horses, and could make no feasible 


excuse to borrow a Wann, of his 
friend, 
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4 


it would be wrong to gratify. 


Isabella now weollected Kew in the 
was equipped as a traveller, indeed how 
disreputable was her appearance, which 5 : 
must lead to strange conjectures in the 
breast of those friends, to whom she had 
been promised by the stranger an intro- 
duction. When she was hurried away 
from Newington Church, with only her 
bridal clothes, the distress it must o ! 
sion had been foreseen ; on her ar rival 
at Mount Monagan, she found in her 

apartment drawers amply supplied with 
dresses of the most elegant make and 
delicate texture; enforced by dire ne- 


cessity, she. had selected a few of tlie 


plainest to supply the exigencies of the 
moment, and locking up the rest, had 
insisted on Mrs. Ap-Gwinneth's keeping 
the key, to restore it to Lord Lorimore. 
The cambric robe she had that day 


worn, was rent in various dir ec- 


tions; the turban which confined 
her Iuxuriant hair, had fallen off in her 
WTS To struggles 


friend, without raising a curiodty, that = 
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struggles against the insults of Engross, 
and it now floated in the wind. 
Shocked at the indelicacy of her 
figure; she mentioned to her deliverer 
this new cause of distress. He felt the 
full force of her remarks, conscious how 
much it would make against her with 
those to whom it was his intention to 
present her. He knew not how to act 
in a situation so new, or how to extri- 
cate her from such a distressing dilemma. 
While he pondered on the subject, they 
arrived at the Porter's Lodge; —a 
thought instantly occurred, to attempt, 
by the power of gold, to render the 
mistress of it useful to his fair charge. 
This young woman, who had been a 
servant in the family of his friend, had 
lately married the gamekeeper ; to her 
he presented Isabella, and told a tale of 
his having rescued her from ruffians, 
who were carrying her off; and request- 
ed Mrs. Evans. would receive her till 
some conveyance could be procured to 
restore her to her relatives; if, therefore, 
„„ = ke. 
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she could furnish her with a change of 
apparel more fit for a journey, and that 


would help to disguise her, in case of a 


Pursuit, he would repay her with r 


titude. 


that was told her; she retired with 


Isabella, who, being nearly of her own- 


size, was soon 3 in neat and de- 
cent habiliments ; and having. procured 


a Gipsy Straw hat, which she tied on 


with a muslin handkerchief, and wrap- 


ped herself in a Norwich shawl, she re- 
turned to the stranger properly ee 5 


7 ped to pursue her journey. 


He had been too much agitated, by 
the unexpected adventure in which 
he was engaged, to pay a due atten- 
tion to the personal attractions. of the 
heroine ; he now viewed, with Surpr ise 


and pleasure, the elegant symmetry of 
her:form, which the olainent attire could 
not n he beheld her lovely coun- 


03 tenance, . 


This request was Dey fully connliels” 
with by the simple, good-humoured | 
Mrs. Evans, who believed every thing 
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| tenance, whose contour it was impossi- 
ble to look on without feeling an inte- 
rest for its fair possessor. Her: bright 
blue eyes beamed upon him with celes- 
tial gratitude, precluding the necessity 
of speech to express formal thanks for 
the services he had rendered her, or to 
announce the indelible impression, the 
benefits he had conferred had made on 
her susceptible heart. 
While ardently gazing on the object 
of his increasing solicitude, he was in 
the utmost distress how- to find the 
means of removing her to a place of 
greater security than a situation, whose 
proximity to Mount Monagan rendered 
it untenable! They were above ten 
miles from a post town, where if he sent 
his servant, as they kept but one chaise, 
the chances were it might be engaged. 
As he enumerated these difficulties to 
Isabella, Mrs. Evans at once dissipated 
them, by the welcome information that 
a hired carriage and four horses had, 
| above an hour t conveyed some com- 


pany 
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pany: to her master , and that they must 
now be about returning. These joyful _ 
tidings were confirmed-by its appearance 
at the end of the avenue. The stranger, 
desiring their hospitable hostess to de- 
tain it, wrote a note, apologizing to 


his friend for the haste of his departure, 


promising a speedy return to explain 

the enigma, committed it to the care of 
Mrs. Evans, who repeatedly assured him 

she would faithfully keep thesecret he had 


entrusted to her, even from her husband/ 


He made it her interest to be taciturn, 


by presenting her with a handsome re- 
muneration for having divided her ward- 


robe with Isabella; telling her, ik, on : 
his revisiting the Lodge, he found she 
had adhered to her word, he would ; 


double the dOUCEUT. 


The chaise now drew up to the door, | 


into which Isabella was handed by the 


| handsome stranger, who took his place 


beside her, and held up a crown-piece as a 


* 


hint to the postboys to accelerate their 
locome otive motion ;—they, to Shew their 
power ON 
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| powers of comprehension, and hate 
willingness to oblige, applied their 
smacking whips with such good effect 
to the lean sides of their jaded hacks, 
that they flew on with a pace something 
between both, that couid be neither 
denominated a trot nor a gallop, over 
purling rills, tangled dells, and cloud- 
capped mountains! 5 


END OF vol. III. 
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